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John Alexander DWAN 

John Alexander Dwan was born on 24th September, 1888 at Charters Towers, Queensland to parents Patrick Dwan 

& Sarah Alexandria Dwan (nee Leetch). 

John Alexander Dwan attended Grammar School at Charters Towers, Queensland. 

The 1913 Australian Electoral Roll for the division of Maranoa, subdivision of Miles, Queensland recorded John 

Alexander Dwan, Accountant from Miles. 

The 1917 Australian Electoral Roll for the division of Capricornia, subdivision of Rockhampton, Queensland recorded 

John Alexander Dwan, Bank Accountant, St Kilda, Archer Street. 
 

John Alexander Dwan was a 28 year old, single, Clerk from A.B.C. Bank, Rockhampton, Queensland when he 

enlisted on 5th February, 1917 at Brisbane, Queensland with the Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His service 

number was 35528 & his religion was Church of England. His next of kin was listed as his mother – Mrs Sara A. 

Dwan, c/o St. John’s House, Hale Street, Milton, Brisbane, Queensland. John Dwan stated on his Attestation Papers 

that he had served 1 year & 9 months with Kennedy Infantry; 11months A.I.F. Brisbane as Lieutenant & 3 months 

Port Curtis Infantry, Rockhampton. 

Private John Alexander Dwan was posted to 11th Depot Battalion on 6th February, 1917 for recruit training. He was 

transferred to Field Artillery – May Reinforcements as Gunner on 15th February, 1917. 

Gunner John Alexander Dwan embarked from Sydney, NSW on HMAT Miltiades (A28) on 2nd August, 1917 with the 

Field Artillery Brigade, May, 1917 Reinforcements & disembarked at Glasgow, Scotland on 2nd October, 1917. 

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units in England. 

Some of these were located in the Salisbury Plain & surrounding areas in the county of Wiltshire. 

Gunner John Alexander Dwan was marched in to R.B.A.A. (Reserve Brigade Australian Artillery) at Larkhill, 

Wiltshire, England on 3rd October, 1917. 

Gunner John Alexander Dwan proceeded overseas to France from Heytesbury, Wiltshire via Southampton on 31st 

January, 1918. He was marched in to A.G.B.D. (Australian General Base Depot) at Rouelles, France on 1st 

February, 1918. Gunner Dwan was marched out to 4th Divisional Artillery from A.G.B.D. on 4th February, 1918. He 

was taken on strength of 10th F.A.B. (Field Artillery Brigade) on 7th February, 1918.  
 

Gunner John Alexander Dwan was wounded in action in France on 5th April, 1918. He was admitted to 13th 

Australian Field Ambulance on 5th April, 1918 with shrapnel wounds to left thigh.  Gunner Dwan was transferred & 

admitted to 10th Canadian Stationary Hospital on 6th April, 1918 with shrapnel wounds to thigh, wrist & eye. He was 

transferred & admitted to 4th General Hospital on 7th April, 1918 with GSW (gunshot wound/s) to thigh, left arm & 

eye. 

War Diary 10th Field Artillery Brigade 

Albert – 5th April, 1918: 

Dull but fine day – temp 60
o  

wind westerly 5 M.P.H.  

A deep & heavy barrage put down by enemy at 7.30 am on all batteries & ehadquarter (see casualties) – at 9.10 am 

enemy attacked & the day was one long fight – Major Garlin O.C. 37th & Lt. Harrison Signals Officer were killed & 

Lts Massman, Linsley & Stubbin were wounded. Lt. Stubbin only slightly so remained on duty. The battle swayed 

backwards & forwarded & ended up with a slight loss of ground by us (see 12th & 13th Inf. Bde. Diaries) – Our two 

brigades had 3 German divisions against them & did great slaughter. 

Evac. Nil  Cas  5 O [Officers] 34 O.R. on duty.  24 O [Officers] 693 O.R.  

Evac 2 LD Cas 1R 6 LD on duty 166R – 365 LD  

(Extract of War Diary from the Australian War Memorial) 
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Gunner John Alexander Dwan was invalided to England & admitted to 2nd Southern General Hospital at Bristol, 

England on 8th April, 1918 with GSW to left thigh, left arm, left eye & was reported as dangerously ill. 

 

Gunner John Alexander Dwan died at 11.50 pm on 16th April, 1918 at 2nd Southern General Hospital (Bishops Knoll 

Section), Bristol, England  from gunshot wounds to eye & left thigh. The Hospital Admissions form recorded that 

Gunner Dwan also had Septic Meningitis & death followed severe epileptic convulsions. 

A death for John A. Dwan, aged 36, was registered in the June quarter, 1918 in the district of Bristol, 

Gloucestershire, England. 
 

Gunner John Alexander Dwan was buried at 3 pm on 19th April, 1918 in Arnos Vale Cemetery, Bristol, 

Gloucestershire, England. His name is remembered on the CWGC Screen Wall & he has a flat Memorial Stone.  

Cemetery/Memorial reference Screen Wall 7. 709. From the burial report of Gunner John Alexander Dwan -              

Coffin was good Elm.  The deceased soldier was accorded a Military Funeral. The coffin was draped with the 

Australian Flag and surmounted by several beautiful wreaths. Gun Carriage and Pallbearers were supplied by the 

Royal Engineers. Prior to the interment a service was held in the Chapel of the 2nd Southern General Hospital by 

Bishop Clifford. The grave will be turfed immediately and an oak cross erected by the A.I.F. London. Administrative 

Headquarters, A.I.F. London were represented at the funeral. 

Names of relatives or friends present at the Funeral – Cousin Miss Edith I, Irwin, Moorefield House, Dundrum, 

Dublin, Ireland. 
 

The Red Cross Wounded & Missing file for Gunner John Alexander Dwan contains a letter from the Sister in Charge, 

2nd Southern General Hospital, Stoke Bishop, Bristol, England which reads: “Mr Bush, the Commandant of this 

Hospital wrote fully to Gunner J. A. Dwan’s (35528) relatives immediately after his death. Also, his cousin, Miss Irwin 

from Ireland was with him several days before he died. She also attended the funeral and knew all the circumstances 

connected with the Soldier’s death. However, it may be more convenient for you to know these particulars. Admitted 

to this Hospital 8.4.18. Gunshot wounds left thigh, left arm and face. Enucleation of left eye. Foreign body and wound 

of right eye causing almost total blindness. Condition – practically unconscious all the time, but had intervals of a few 

minutes consciousness when he seemed grateful for all that was being done for him. I am glad to report he suffered 

very little pain. Died 16/4/18 about 11.55 pm & was buried by Bishop Clifford (C.E.) in Arnos Vale Cemetery, Bristol 

with full military honours.” 

A War Pension was granted to Sarah Alexandra, Dwan, of Warwick, widowed mother of the late Gunner John 

Alexander Dwan, in the sum of £2 per fortnight from 19th June, 1918.  
 

Base Records wrote to Mrs S. A. Dwan, c/o W. McIntosh, “Blinkbonnie”, Warwick, Queensland, mother of the late 

Gunner John Alexander Dwan, in reply to her letter enquiring about the belongings of her late son. Base Records 

replied with the following information “I regret to inform you that a package containing your son’s effects as per 

attached inventory, was included in the consignment lost at sea with the ill-fated “Barunga”, as the result of enemy 

action on its way to Australia. No hope can be entertained of the recovery of the articles so lost.” 
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Mrs S. A Beythien, remarried mother of the late Gunner John Alexander Dwan, advised Base Records on 17th 

January, 1921 in a letter thanking them for the two photographs of her late son’s grave – “I take it that the headstone 

shown in the photograph is only a temporary one, as I was asked by you some time ago if I cared to choose some 

fitting words or verse to be printed on the Headstone….” She advised in the letter that her permanent address would 

be c/o W. McIntosh, “Blinkbonnie”, Warwick, Queensland. 

Base Records forwarded on to Mrs S. A Beythien, Belmont, New South Wales, remarried mother of the late Gunner 

John Alexander Dwan, on 20th July, 1923, a photograph depicting the Cross erected in the soldiers’ corner of the 

Arnos Vale Cemetery, where her late son was interred, together with a representative group taken on the occasion of 

the Anzac Day Service of remembrance in Bristol. A copy of the “Western Daily Press” describing the pilgrimage was 

also sent under separate cover. The items had been sent from Mr Robert Bush, Bishop’s Knoll, Stoke Bishop, 

Bristol, England.  

Base Records forwarded on to Mrs S. A Beythien, Belmont, New South Wales, remarried mother of the late Gunner 

John Alexander Dwan, on 22nd September, 1924, a photograph depicting the Cross erected in the soldiers’ corner of 

the Arnos Vale Cemetery, where her late son was interred, along with a Memorial Card & press cutting of the 

ceremony. The items had been sent from Mr Robert Bush, Bishop’s Knoll, Stoke Bishop, Bristol, England. (see 

photos below). 

Base Records forwarded on to Mrs S. A Beythien, Belmont, New South Wales, remarried mother of the late Gunner 

John Alexander Dwan, on 27th July, 1925, a photograph depicting the Cross erected in the soldiers’ corner of the 

Arnos Vale Cemetery, where her late son was interred, along with a Memorial Card & press cutting of the ceremony. 

The items had been sent from Mr Robert Bush, Bishop’s Knoll, Stoke Bishop, Bristol, England. (see photos below). 

Base Records forwarded on to Mrs S. A Beythien, Belmont, New South Wales, remarried mother of the late Gunner 

John Alexander Dwan, on 9th September, 1930, a copy of the “Western Daily Press” containing an article referring to 

the Anzac Day Pilgrimage and Memorial Service held at Arnos Vale Cemetery, where the remains of her late son 

was interred. The Newspaper items had been sent from Mr Robert Bush, Bishop’s Knoll, Stoke Bishop, Bristol, 

England. The letter was returned to Base Records with Address “unknown”. 
 

Gunner John Alexander Dwan was entitled to British War Medal & the Victory Medal.  A Memorial Scroll & Memorial 

Plaque were also sent to Gunner Dwan’s remarried mother  -  Mrs S. A. Beythien, as the closest next-of-kin. (Scroll 

sent June, 1921 & Plaque sent September, 1922). 
 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Gunner John Alexander Dwan – service number 35528, of    10th 

Bde, Australian Field Artillery. He was the son of Patrick and Sarah Alexandra Dwan, of Bluckbonnie, Warwick, 

Queensland.  
 

Gunner J. A. Dwan is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative Area at 

the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 16. 
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The Rockhampton War Memorial, located in Botanic Gardens, 100 Spencer Street, Rockhampton, Queensland does 

not list individual names. 

 

Rockhampton War Memorial (Photo from Monument Australia – Diane Watson) 

 

John Alexander (Jack)Dwan is remembered in Ireland, Casualties of World War 1, 1914-1922 (Vol 3 Dov to Gyv. 

Page 62) 
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(79 pages of  Gunner John Alexander Dwan’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National Archives 

of Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll, Red Cross 

Wounded & Missing) & National Archives 

 

The following photos were located in the Service Record file of the late Private Walter Barton Bamford, 1st Battalion 

Australian Infantry who died on 8th September, 1918 & was buried in Arnos Vale Cemetery, Bristol, England. Similar 

items would have been sent to Mrs S. A Beythien, Belmont, New South Wales, remarried mother of the late Gunner 

John Alexander Dwan (as described previously). 
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Newspaper Notices 
 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

 

DWAN – Died from wounds, April 17th, John Alexander Dwan, son of Mr and Mrs P. Dwan, late of Charters Towers. 

(The Brisbane Courier, Queensland – 2 May, 1918) 

 

 

PERSONAL 

Official information had been received of the death of Lieutenant John Alexander Dwan, son of Mr and Mrs Patrick 

Dwan, Brisbane, and nephew of Mr W. Dwan, School of Arts Hotel, Warwick, and Mrs W. McIntosh, “Blinkbonnie” 

Freestone. Prior to enlistment he was for several years in the service of the Australian Bank of Commerce, and had 

been employed in the Warwick and Miles branches of the bank before being transferred to the Brisbane Office. 

(Darling Downs Gazette, Queensland – 6 May, 1918) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

 

DWAN – Died of Wounds, April 17th, 1918, John Alexander Dwan, only son of Mr and Mrs P. Dwan, Milton, 

Brisbane. 

(Inserted by his loving Rockhampton friends) 

(Morning Bulletin, Rockhampton, Queensland – 14 May, 1918) & (The Capricornian, Rockhampton, Queensland – 18 May, 1918) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

DWAN – In memory of Gunner John Alexander Dwan, late 10th Field Artillery Brigade, A.I.F., who, badly wounded at 

Melancourt, died at Bishop’s Knoll Hospital, Bristol, 16th April, 1918. 

 Inserted by his loving mother and relatives. 

DWAN – In memory of Gunner John Alexander Dwan, 10th Field Artillery Brigade, A.I.F., died of wounds in Bishop’s 

Knoll Hospital, Bristol, on 16th April, 1918. 

 Inserted by K. and E. Jones. 

(The Telegraph, Brisbane, Queensland – 16 April, 1919) & (The Week, Brisbane, Queensland – 17 April, 1919) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

DWAN – In memory of Gunner John Alexander Dwan, late 10th Field Artillery Brigade, A.I.F., who, badly wounded at 

Melancourt, died at Bishop’s Knoll Hospital, Bristol, 16th April, 1918. 

 Inserted by his loving mother and relatives. 

(The Brisbane Courier, Brisbane, Queensland – 16 April, 1919) 
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ROLL OF HONOUR 

 

DWAN – Wounded in France and died in England on the 17th April, John Alexander Dwan. 

 Deeply Regretted. 

(Morning Bulletin, Rockhampton, Queensland – 16 April, 1919) & The Capricornian, Rockhampton, Queensland – 19 April, 1919) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

DWAN – In memory of John Alexander Dwan (gunner), wounded at Millencourt, April 4th, 1918, died at Bishop’s 

Knoll Hospital, Bristol,  April 16th, 1918. 

  Thy will be done 

 Inserted by his loving mother and relatives. 

(The Brisbane Courier, Brisbane, Queensland – 16 April, 1920) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

DWAN – A tribute of love to the memory of Gunner John Alexander Dwan, died of wounds, Bristol, England, April 

16th, 1918. 

  Thy will be done 

Inserted by his loving mother and relatives. 

(The Brisbane Courier, Brisbane, Queensland – 16 April, 1921) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

 

DWAN – Gunner John Alexander Dwan, late 10th Field Artillery Brigade, A.I.F., died of wounds in France, 17th April, 

1918. 

 Deeply Regretted. 

(Morning Bulletin, Rockhampton, Queensland – 16 April, 1921 & The Capricornian, Rockhampton, Queensland – 23 April, 1919) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

DWAN – A tribute of love to the memory of Gunner John Alexander Dwan, died of wounds, at Bishop’s Knoll 

Hospital, Bristol,  April 16th, 1918. 

  Thy will be done 

Inserted by his mother and relatives. 

(The Brisbane Courier, Brisbane, Queensland – 15 April, 1922) 

 

 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2020 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

 

DWAN – Gunner John Alexander Dwan, late 10th Field Artillery Brigade, A.I.F., died of wounds in France, 17th April, 

1918. 

 Deeply Regretted. 

(Morning Bulletin, Rockhampton, Queensland – 17 April, 1922 & The Capricornian, Rockhampton, Queensland – 22 April, 1922) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

DWAN – A tribute of love to the memory of Gunner John Alexander Dwan, died of wounds, Bristol, England, April 

16th, 1918. 

  Thy will be done 

Inserted by his loving mother and relatives. 

(The Brisbane Courier, Brisbane, Queensland – 16 April, 1923) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

 

DWAN – Gunner John Alexander Dwan, late 10th Field Artillery Brigade, A.I.F., died of wounds in France, 17th April, 

1918. 

 Always Regretted. 

(Morning Bulletin, Rockhampton, Queensland – 17 April, 1923 & The Capricornian, Rockhampton, Queensland – 21 April, 1923) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

DWAN – A tribute of love to the memory of Gunner John Alexander Dwan, died of wounds, Bristol, England, April 

16th, 1918. 

  Thy will be done 

Inserted by his loving mother and relatives. 

(The Brisbane Courier, Brisbane, Queensland – 16 April, 1924) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

 

DWAN – Gunner John Alexander Dwan, A.B.C. Bank, Rockhampton, late 10th Field Artillery Brigade, A.I.F., died of 

wounds in France, 17th April, 1918. 

 Always Regretted. 

(Morning Bulletin, Rockhampton, Queensland – 17 April, 1924 & The Capricornian, Rockhampton, Queensland – 26 April, 1924) 

 

***Notices were also placed in the newspapers in 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1934, 

1935, 1936, 1937, 1938 
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission cares for cemeteries and memorials in 23,000 locations, in 153 

countries. In all 1.7 million men and women from the Commonwealth forces from WWI and WWII have been 

honoured and commemorated in perpetuity. 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission, as part of its mandate, is responsible for commemorating all 

Commonwealth war dead individually and equally. To this end, the war dead are commemorated by name on a 

headstone, at an identified site of a burial, or on a memorial. War dead are commemorated uniformly and equally, 

irrespective of military or civil rank, race or creed. 

Not all service personnel have a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. In some instances the relative 

chose to have their own memorial/headstone placed on the deceased’s grave. These private headstones are not 

maintained by the CWGC as they have no jurisdiction to maintain them. 

 

 

Arnos Vale Cemetery, Bristol, Gloucestershire, England 

The cemetery was established in 1837. During both wars, there were a number of military hospitals at Bristol and the 

city was the depot of the Gloucestershire Regiment. During the Second World War there were also a number of 

Royal Air Force stations and prisoner of war camps in the area. ARNOS VALE CEMETERY contains burials of both 

wars. Most of the 356 First World War burials were of men who died at the local hospitals, particularly the 2nd 

Southern General and the Beaufort, many of whom were landed at Avonmouth from hospital ships from the 

Mediterranean. Their graves can be found in the 'Soldiers Corner', a plot established by the British Red Cross, near 

the main entrance. The 238 casualties buried here are commemorated on a memorial at the rear of the plot. The rest 

of the graves are scattered throughout the cemetery. There are also special memorials to one casualty buried in the 

cemetery whose grave could not be located and another commemorating a casualty buried in Bedminster Church 

Cemetery whose grave could not be maintained. There are 149 burials from the Second World War, some forming a 

small plot in an area in the upper part of the cemetery set aside for burials from the Naval Hospital at Barrow Gurney; 

the rest are scattered. Those whose graves are not marked by headstones are named on a Screen Wall Memorial. 

BRISTOL (ARNOS VALE) CREMATORIUM stands within the cemetery. A memorial in front of the crematorium 

commemorates 68 servicemen and women of the Second World War whose remains were cremated there. 

(Information from CWGC) 

 

Arnos Vale Cemetery - Main Entrance on Bath Road (Photo by JohnM – Find a Grave) 
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(Photo from CWGC) 

 

(Photo by JohnM – Find a Grave 
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Soldiers’ Corner – Arnos Vale Cemetery (Photo by JohnM – Find a Grave April, 2017) 

 

 

New Memorial Stones (Photo by JohnM – Find a Grave November, 2018) 
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Photo of Gunner John Alexander Dwan’s name on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Screen Wall in 

Arnos Vale Cemetery, Bristol, Gloucestershire, England & his Memorial Stone in Soldiers’ Corner. 

 

 (Photos by JohnM – Find a Grave April, 2019) 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2020 

 

 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2020 

 

(Photo by Debra Polly – Find a Grave) 


