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Richard Leslie Eric (Les) LAWSON 

Richard Leslie Eric Lawson was born at Northam, Western Australia on 27th April, 1893 to parents Frederick and 

Mary Ann Lawson (nee Buck).   

The 1916 & 1917 Australian Electoral Rolls for the division of Dampier, subdivision of Northam, Western Australia 

listed Richard Leslie Eric Lawson, Clerk, of Henry Street. 
 

Richard Leslie Eric Lawson was a 23 year old, single, Clerk from 236 St. Georges Terrace, Perth, Western Australia 

when he enlisted on 19th March, 1916 with the Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His service number was 5888 & his 

religion was Church of England. His next of kin was listed as his father – Mr Frederick James Lawson, of Northam , 

Western Australia. 

Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson was posted to 63rd Depot on 18th April, 1916 at BlackBoy Hill Camp, Western 

Australia for recruit training. He was transferred to 16th Reinforcements of 28th Battalion on 4th May, 1916. 
 

Richard Leslie Eric Lawson married Alice Irene Ferguson in Perth, Western Australia on 10th June, 1916. 

Marriage notice – The West Australian, Perth – 24 June, 1916 & Western Mail, Perth – 30 June, 1916: 

LAWSON – FERGUSON – On Saturday, June 10 1916, at St. George’s Cathedral, Perth, by Dean Mercer, Private  

Richard Leslie Eric Lawson, of A.I.F., Blackboy Hill, only son of Mr and Mrs F. Lawson, of Northam, to Alice Irene, 

third daughter of Mr R. R. Ferguson, of Northam. 

 

Richard Leslie Eric Lawson was now listed as married & his next of kin was listed as his wife – Mrs Alice Irene 

Lawson, of 23 Harley Street, Highgate Hill, Western Australia. 

Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson embarked from Fremantle, Western Australia on HMAT Suffolk (A23) on 13th 

October, 1916 with the 7th Infantry Brigade, 28th Infantry Battalion, 16th Reinforcements & disembarked at 

Plymouth, England on 2nd December, 1916. 

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units in England. 

Some of these were located in the Salisbury Plain & surrounding areas in the county of Wiltshire. 

Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson proceeded overseas to France via Folkestone on H.T. Princess Clementine on 

28th December, 1916 from 7th Training Battalion, England. 

Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson was admitted to 2nd A.D.B.D. (Australian Divisional Base Depot) at Etaples, 

France on 29th December, 1916. He proceeded to join his Unit on 30th December, 1916 & was taken on strength of 

28th Battalion in France on 27th January, 1917. 

Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson was sent sick to Hospital on 10th February, 1917. He was admitted to 5th Field 

Ambulance on 10th February, 1917 with Mumps then transferred & admitted to 1 ANZAC Mumps Hospital on 11th 

February, 1917. Private Lawson was discharged to duty on 2nd March, 1917 & rejoined his Battalion on 3rd March, 

1917. 
 

Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson was wounded in action on 26th March, 1917. He was admitted to 5th Australian 

Field Ambulance on 26th March. 1917 with G.S.W. (Gunshot wound/s) to knee then transferred to No. 3 Australian 

Casualty Clearing Station. Private Lawson was admitted to No. 3 Australian Casualty Clearing Station on 27th 

March, 1917 then transferred to Ambulance Train on 29th March, 1917. He was admitted to No. 5 General Hospital 

at Rouen, France on 30th March, 1917. Private Lawson embarked for England on Hospital Ship St. George on 16th 

April, 1917. 

28th Battalion 

The 28th Battalion was raised at Blackboy Camp in Western Australia on 16 April 1915 from recruits previously 

earmarked for the 24th Battalion, which was instead being raised in Victoria. 
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…… 

For many of the major battles of 1917 the 28th found itself in supporting roles. At the second battle of Bullecourt, the 

28th provided reinforcements who were nonetheless involved in heavy fighting. The 28th went on to attack as part of 

the third phase at the battle of Menin Road, capturing its objectives in seven minutes, and was in reserve during the 

capture of Broodseinde Ridge. The battalion was also in reserve for the battle of Poelcappelle on 9 October, but, with 

the attack floundering in the mud, it soon became embroiled in the fighting.  

(Extract of Battalion information from the Australian War Memorial) 

 

War Diary – 28th Battalion 

26th March, 1917 – France: 

Supported the 26th Batt. A.I.F. in attack on LAGNICOURT 

(Extract of War Diary  from the Australian War Memorial) 

 

Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson was admitted to Graylingwell War Hospital, Chichester, England on 17th April, 

1917with gunshot wounds to right knee. The Hospital Admissions form recorded that he was operated on – on 23rd 

April, 1917 with wound drained. Pte Lawson was operated on again on 10th May, 1917 with a counter incision in 

thigh for removal of pus. On 13th May, 1917 Septicaemia developed & he was reported as seriously ill. 

 

Mrs Alice Irene Lawson, of 23 Harley Street, Highgate Hill, Western Australia, wife of Private Richard Leslie Eric 

Lawson, was advised on 13th April, 1917 that Private Richard Lawson had been wounded. Mrs Lawson sent a 

Telegram requesting the name of the Hospital. Base Records advised Mrs Lawson on 2nd May, 1917 that Private 

Lawson had been admitted to Graylingwell War Hospital, Chichester, England, on 17th April, suffering from gunshot 

wound to knee – mild.  
 

Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson died on 19th May, 1917 (in afternoon) at Graylingwell War Hospital, Chichester, 

Sussex, England from wounds received in action in France – GSW (Gunshot wound/s) to right knee & Septicaemia. 

A death for Richard L. E. Lawson, aged 24, was registered in the June quarter, 1917 in the district of Chichester, 

Sussex, England. 
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Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson was buried on 22nd May, 1917 in Chichester Cemetery, Chichester, West 

Sussex, England – Grave No. 79 Square 121 which was then crossed out & in red replaced with Grave No. 70 – 

Soldiers Plot. From the burial report of Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson - The deceased soldier was buried with 

Military Honours. Firing Party provided by the Royal West Sussex Regt. The “Last Post” was sounded at the 

graveside. The coffin was draped with the “Union Jack” and covered with several floral tributes, which were sent by 

the deceased’s Aunt and cousins, Mrs Delf and Mr & Miss Delf., Sisters & Nurses and Patients of Graylingwell 

Hospital, Chichester and Miss Higginson of the Australian Red Cross Society. Prior to interment a service was held 

in the Chapel at the Cemetery. Relative present at the funeral:- Mr Richard Delf, cousin, of 16 Park Lane, Norwich. 

Temporary oak Memorial to be erected by the Commonwealth Military Authorities. 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission now records Private Lawson’s place of burial as Plot number 121.79 

and he has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. 

 

Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson requested in his Will that all his real and personal estate be bequeathed to his 

wife – Alice Irene Lawson, of 23 Harley Street, Highgate Hill, Perth, Western Australia. He also appointed his wife as 

Executrix and Trustee. 

 

A War Pension was granted to Alice Irene Lawson, of 39 Harley Street, Highgate Hill, widow of the late Private 

Richard Leslie Eric Lawson, in the sum of 40/- fortnightly from 23rd July, 1917. 

Mrs A. Lawson, widow of the late Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson, advised Base Records in October, 1917 that 

her new address was “Bromley Villa” 85 Lincoln Street, Highgate Hill, Perth, Western Australia. 

 

Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson was entitled to British War Medal & the Victory Medal.  A Memorial Scroll & 

Memorial Plaque were also sent to Pte Lawson’s widow – Mrs A. I. Lawson, as the closest next-of-kin. (Scroll sent 

November, 1921 & Plaque sent January, 1922). 

 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson – service number 5888, aged 

24, of 28th Battalion, Australian Infantry. He was the son of Frederick and Mary Ann Lawson; husband of Alice Irene 

Lawson, of Westonia, Western Australia.  

 

Private R. L. E. Lawson is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative 

Area at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 113. 
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R. L. E. Lawson is remembered on the Northam Fallen, located in Northam Memorial Hall, 263 Fitzgerald Street 

East, Northam, Western Australia. 

 

Northam Memorial Hall (Photo by Gordon Stuart) 

 

Northam Fallen (Photo from Virtual War Memorial, Australia) 
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R. L. E. Lawson is remembered on the Northam Memorial Hospital Honour Roll, located in Northam Memorial Hall, 

263 Fitzgerald Street East, Northam, Western Australia. 

 

Northam Memorial Hospital Honour Roll (Photo from Virtual War Memorial, Australia) 

 

R. L. E. Lawson is remembered on the Western Australia State War Memorial which is located at the top of Kings 

Park and Botanic Garden escarpment, ANZAC Bluff, Fraser Avenue, Perth, Western Australia. The memorial was 

developed around an 18 metre tall obelisk as the principal feature, which is almost a replica of the Australian Imperial 

Force Memorials erected in France and Belgium. 

The heavy concrete foundations are supplemented by heavy brick walls which enclose an inner chamber or crypt. 

The walls surrounding the crypt are covered with The Roll of Honour; marble tablets which list under their units the 

names of more than 7,000 members of the services killed in action or as a result of World War One. 

 

Western Australia State War Memorial Cenotaph, Kings Park  
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The Crypt with the Roll of Honour names 

(Photos from Monument Australia – Kent Watson/Sandra Tattersall/Graeme Saunders) 

 

 

28th Battalion Panel 
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(61 pages of  Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National 

Archives of Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll) & National 

Archives 

 

 

Wedding photo of Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson to Alice Irene Ferguson 

(Photo with permission of Shelley Tonkin) 
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Newspaper Notices 
 

KILLED IN ACTION 

LAWSON – ON May 19, at War Hospital, Chichester, England, Private Richard Leslie Eric Lawson, of 28th Battalion, 

dearly beloved husband of Alice Lawson, 23 Harley-street, Highgate Hill, and only son of Mr and Mrs F. Lawson, 

Northam, aged 24. South Australian papers please copy. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 26 May, 1917) & (Western Mail, Perth, Western Australia – 1 June, 1917) 

 

OFFICIAL CASUALTY LIST 

The 307th list of Australian war casualties was issued yesterday. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

DIED OF WOUNDS 

Pte Richard Leslie Eric Lawson 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 5 June, 1917) 

 

W.A. Soldiers Who Have Done Their Bit 
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 PTE. LES. LAWSON 

Died of wounds on May 19. Wife resides 

23 Harley-street, Perth 

(Sunday Times, Perth, Western Australia – 5 August, 1917) 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

SOLDIER HERO 

LAWSON – In sad and loving memory of our dear son and brother, Private R. L. E. Lawson (Les), who died of 

wounds on May 19, 1917. 

When his Country called his lot he threw in ! 

Esteemed by all who knew him. 

-Inserted by his loving parents and sister (Dorothy). 

(The Northam Advertiser, Western Australia – 18 May, 1918) 

 

KILLED IN ACTION 

LAWSON – In loving memory of Private Les. Lawson, who died of wounds at War Hospital, Chichester, England. 

Ever remembered. 

-Inserted by his friends, Jack and Lil Hawtin. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 18 May, 1918) & (Western Mail, Perth, Western Australia – 24 May, 1918) 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Anzac Heroes 

LAWSON – In loving memory of my dear husband, Les, who died of wounds May 19, 1917, at Graylingwell Hospital, 

Chichester. 

One of the brave. 

LAWSON – In fond memory of my dear comrade, Les Lawson, who died of wounds in England May 19, 1917. 

Though death divides fond memory clings. 

-Inserted by his sincere mate Cecil James White (on active service) 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 20 May, 1918) 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Anzac Heroes 

LAWSON – In loving memory of our dear nephew and cousin, Leslie, who died of wounds at Chichester Hospital, on 

May 19, 1917. 

 Some day we’ll understand. 

Inserted by his uncle and aunt, T. and M. J. Buck, and cousins, East Perth. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 19 May, 1919) 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Anzac Heroes 

LAWSON – In loving memory of R. L. E. (Les) Lawson, who died at Greylingwell Hospital, England, of wounds 

received on active service on May 19, 1917. 

Inserted by his loving father and sister, F. and D. Lawson, Northam. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 19 May, 1920) 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they 

wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with 

the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 ½ d 

(subject to fluctuation). 

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by 

the Australian Government.  

(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921) 

 

Private R. L. E. Lawson  does have a personal inscription on his headstone. 

One Of The Brave 

Sacred To The Memory Of A Brave Soldier  
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Chichester Cemetery, Chichester, West Sussex, England 

Chichester Cemetery has 174 Commonwealth War Graves. Also known as Portfield Cemetery. 

Of the 89 Commonwealth burials of the 1914-1918 war, the majority are in a War Graves Plot in Squares 121 and 

126 bordering a path on the far right hand side of the cemetery. This was constructed by the City Corporation, who 

also erected the War Cross at the eastern end of the enclosed plot especially designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield 

and closely resembling the Commission's own Cross of Sacrifice. The names of the 1914-1918 war dead in the 

cemetery are engraved on the base of the Cross. There are also 75 Commonwealth burials of the 1939-1945 war 

here, mainly in two adjoining Church of England dedicated Squares, Nos. 115 and 159, in the south-western portion 

of the cemetery enclosed by a hedgerow on three sides, on the fourth side a wall bearing the inscription 1939-1945 

THE MEN AND WOMEN BURIED IN THIS PLOT DIED IN THE SERVICE OF THEIR COUNTRY THEIR NAME 

LIVETH FOR EVERMORE. In the northern section a further Square, No. 42, is dedicated to Roman Catholic burials, 

there is a metal plaque bearing a similar inscription. There are also 7 non-Commonwealth war burials and 4 non 

World War burials in the care of C.W.G.C. within the cemetery. (Information from CWGC) 

 

Chichester Cemetery (Photos by Adrienne – Find a Grave) 
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Some War Graves in Chichester Cemetery (Photo above by Basher Eyre; below from CWGC) 
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Photo of Private R. L. E. Lawson’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in Chichester Cemetery, 

Chichester, West Sussex, England. 

 

(Photo courtesy of Allan Noble) 
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(Photo courtesy of Allan Noble) 

 


