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World War 1

4721 PRIVATE

R. C. LITTLE

24TH BN. AUSTRALIAN INF.

15TH MARCH, 1917 Age 38

R.ILP.
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Robert Clark LITTLE

Robert Clark Little was born at Horsham, Victoria on 4th March, 1878 to parents James Charles and Susan Little
(nee Clark). (Note: according to information provided by his wife for the Roll of Honour — Robert Little was born at Rutherglen,
Victoria).

The 1903 Australian Electoral Roll for the division of Coolgardie, subdivision of Erlistoun, Western Australian
recorded Robert Clark Little, Storekeeper from Duketon.

The 1906 Australian Electoral Roll for the division of Coolgardie, subdivision of Duketon, Western Australian
recorded Robert Clark Little, Storekeeper from Duketon.

Robert Clark Little married Madge Callanan in Perth, Western Australia in 1907.

The 1910 Australian Electoral Roll for the division of Coolgardie, subdivision of Mount Magnet, Western Australian
recorded Robert Clark Little, Storekeeper & his wife Madge Little, from Laverton.

The 1917 Australian Electoral Roll for the division of Yarra, subdivision of Richmond Central, Victoria recorded
Robert Clark Little, Grocer & his wife Madge Little, from 217 Lennox Street, Richmond.

Robert Clark Little was aged 38 years & 11 months, married & a Grocer from 217 Lennox Street, Richmond,
Melbourne, Victoria when he enlisted on 26th February, 1916 with the Australian Imperial Force (A.l.F.). His service
number was 4721 & his religion was Church of England. His next of kin was listed as his wife — Mrs Madge Little, of
217 Lennox Street, Richmond, Melbourne, Victoria. According to information provided by his wife for the Roll of
Honour — Robert Clark Little was an Electrical Engineer.

Private Robert Clark Little was posted to “B” Company, 23rd (Depot) Battalion, Royal Park on 13th March, 1916 for
recruit training. He was transferred to 12th Reinforcements of 24th Battalion at Broadmeadows on 31st March, 1916.

Private Robert Clark Little embarked from Melbourne, Victoria on HMAT Euripides (A14) on 4th April, 1916 with the
6th Infantry Brigade, 24th Infantry Battalion, 12th Reinforcements.

[Note: There is no record in the Service Record file of Private Robert Clark Little of where & when he disembarked. The first entry
on his Casualty Form — Active Service is dated 30th November, 1916]

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units in England.
Some of these were located in the Salisbury Plain & surrounding areas in the county of Wiltshire.

Private Robert Clark Little was sent sick to Fargo Military Hospital, Wiltshire from 6th Training Battalion, No. 5 Camp
at Rollestone on 30th November, 1916 with Influenza. He was transferred from Fargo Military Hospital on 6th
December, 1916 to Tidworth Military Hospital with Influenza — serious.

Private Robert Clark Little was admitted to Tidworth Military Hospital, Wiltshire on 6th December, 1916 with Cerebro
Spinal Meningitis — dangerous. The Medical Case Sheet recorded “Cerebro Spinal Fever followed by Paraplegia —
Admitted Hospital 6.12.16 with cerebro spinal fever. Recovered under treatment. Developed incontinence of urine &
bowel also cystitis. Bladder washed out twice a day. Urine drawn up every 6 hours. Lies sleepless in bed & can
scarcely move.”

Mrs M. Little, 217 Lennox St., Richmond, Victoria, wife of Private Robert Clark Little, was advised by Base Records
on 12th December, 1916 that Private R. C. Little was dangerously ill, suffering from cerebro spinal meningitis. She
was advised on 13th December, 1916 that Signaller R. C. Little had been admitted to the Tidworth Military Hospital
on 6th December, 1916. Communications addressed to Mrs M. Little in December, 1916 at 217 Lennox Street,
Richmond were returned marked “Not known” & “Gone away’.

Mrs Little was advised on 30th December, 1916 that No. 4721 Signaller R. C. Little was improving. Advice was sent
to Mrs M. Little at 2 Lorraine Street, Essendon, Victoria.
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Private Robert Clark Little was sent sick to Fargo Hospital from 6th Training Battalion, Larkhill, Wiltshire on 28th
February, 1917. (Note: According to the Hospital Admissions form in the Service Record file of Private Little — he was admitted
to Military Hospital, Tidworth from 6th December, 1917 until 29th January, 1917 with Cerebro Spinal Fever. The Hospital
Admissions form reported he had Paraplegia from 29th January, 1917 till 3rd March, 1917 — “Transferred from Medical side with
incontinence of urine cystitis & incontinence of faeces - quite helpless.”)

Private Robert Clark Little was discharged from Military Hospital at Tidworth, Wiltshire on 3rd March, 1917 to Depot.
He was marched in to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 4th March, 1917.

Private Robert Clark Little was sent sick to Sidney Hall Hospital at Weymouth, Dorset on 6th March, 1917. The
Hospital Admissions form recorded “Patient was admitted with complete paralysis of arms & partial paralysis of lower
limbs, also incontinence of bladder & rectum. Paralysis spread to involving speech & pharynx.”

Sidney Hall Military Hospital, Weymouth

Mrs M. Little, 2 Lorraine Street, Essendon, Victoria, was advised by Base Records on 9th January, 1917 that
Signaller R. C. Little was progressing favourably. She was advised again on 30th January, 1917 that Signaller R. C.
Little was improving.

Mrs M. Little, 2 Lorraine Street, Essendon, Victoria, was advised by Base Records on 6th March, 1917 that Signaller
R. C. Little was reported to be pronounced out of danger.

Private Robert Clark Little died at 3.40 am on 15th March, 1917 at Sidney Hall Military Hospital, Weymouth, England
from Meningo Myelitis following Cerebro Spinal Fever. The Hospital Admissions form recorded “Patient died
apparently from Respiratory failure.”

A death for Robert C. Little, aged 41, was registered in the March quarter, 1917 in the district of Weymouth, Dorset,
England.
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Private Robert Clark Little was buried on 17th March, 1917 in Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset,
England — Plot number Ill. C. 2683 and has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone.

Private Robert Clark Little requested in his Will, extracted from his Pay Book, that in the event of his death the whole
of his property & effects be given to his wife Madge Little, No. 2 Lorraine St, Essendon, Victoria, Australia.

A War Pension was granted to Madge Little, 2 Lorraine St, Essendon, widow of the late Private Robert Clark Little, in
the sum of £2 per fortnight from 23rd May, 1917. A Pension was also granted to Marjorie Kathleen Little, daughter of
Signaller Robert Clark Little & Madge Little in the sum of 20/- per fortnight from 23rd May, 1917.

Madge Little, 2 Lorraine St, Essendon, widow of the late Private Robert Clark Little, wrote to Base Records on 11th
July, 1917 requesting a Death Certificate for No. 4721 Signaller R. C. Little, 24th Battalion. Base Records replied on
16th July, 1917 enclosing a copy of the certificate of death of the late No. 4721 Private R. C. Little, 24th Battalion.

Private Robert Clark Little was entitled to British War Medal only as he had not entered a Theatre of War. A
Memorial Scroll & Memorial Plagque were also sent to Private Little’s widow — Mrs M. Little, as the closest next-of-kin.
(Scroll sent January, 1922 & Plaque sent June, 1922).

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Private Robert Clark Little — service number 4721, aged 38, of
24th Battalion, Australian Infantry. He was the son of James Charles and Susan Clark Little; husband of Madge
Little, of 2 Lorraine St., Essendon, Victoria, Australia.

Private R. C. Little is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative Area at
the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 102.

Roll Of Honour WW1 Australian War Memorial Canberra, Australia
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R. C. Little is remembered on the Western Australia State War Memorial which is located at the top of Kings Park
and Botanic Garden escarpment, ANZAC Bluff, Fraser Avenue, Perth, Western Australia. The memorial was
developed around an 18 metre tall obelisk as the principal feature, which is almost a replica of the Australian Imperial

Force Memorials erected in France and Belgium.

The heavy concrete foundations are supplemented by heavy brick walls which enclose an inner chamber or crypt.
The walls surrounding the crypt are covered with The Roll of Honour; marble tablets which list under their units the
names of more than 7,000 members of the services killed in action or as a result of World War One.

Western Australia State War Memorial Cenotaph, Kings Park (above)
& (below) The Crypt with the Roll of Honour names

(Photos from Monument Australia — Kent Watson/Sandra Tattersall/Graeme Saunders)
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Other Corps Panel (Photo courtesy of Gordon Stuart)

(63 pages of Private Robert Clark Little’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National Archives of
Australia website).

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll) & National
Archives
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Newspaper Notices

DIED ON SERVICE

LITTLE — On the 15th March, at Military Hospital, Tidworth, England, Robert Clark (Bert) Little, dearly loved husband
of Madge, and loving father of Marjorie.

So dearly loved, so deeply mourned.

(The Argus, Melbourne, Victoria — 26 March, 1917)

THE TOLL OF WAR

285TH LIST

VICTORIANS

DIED (OTHER CAUSES)

Pte R. C. Little, Essendon (cause not stated)

(The Evening Echo, Ballarat, Victoria — 5 April, 1917)

285th CASUALTY LIST

The Victorian names are:-
ACCIDENTALLY KILLED
Private R. C. Little, Essendon

(The Mildura Cultivator, Victoria — 11 April, 1917)

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they
wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with
the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3% d
(subject to fluctuation).

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by
the Australian Government.
(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921)

Private R. C. Little does have a personal inscription on his headstone.

R.I.P.
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Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, England

Weymouth became a depot for Australian forces in 1916 and 83 of the 147 First World War burials in Melcome Regis
Cemetery are of Australian servicemen; most of these graves are scattered in the old part. The 36 Second World
War burials are in the extension. The cemetery also contains seven war graves of other nationalties and one non-

war burial.

(Information from CWGC)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL D00333

Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919

Identified, front row, left to right: unidentified; Butler; 5917 Private Edgar Allan Thornell, 22nd Battalion (Bn), died 9
August 1918; 1207 Corporal Jesse Adams Davis, 12th Bn, died 15 November 1918.

Back row: 5329 Private Frederick Albert Archer, Anzac Provost Company, died 6 November 1918; 5990 Private
Albert Robert Blackmore, 12th Bn, died 2 November 1918; 11099 Driver Matthew Charles Percival Nettle, 6th
Australian Field Artillery Brigade, died 22 October 1918; 3942 Private Walter Alick Weckman, 51st Bn, died 9

November 1918.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL Do0332

Some of the Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919

Identified, left to right: Captain Francis Arthur Deravin, Australian Army Medical Corps, died 8 July 1917 aged 41
years (large headstone); 138 Private Louis Nelson Matthews, 27th Battalion, 4 July 1917; 5082 Private Victor
George Smith, 21st Battalion, died 13 November 1918.

(Photo courtesy of Steve Stewart)
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Australians in Weymouth
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Australians in Weymouth =70

What was life like for the Australians?

The Camp

The Town
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart)
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Photo of Private R. C. Little’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in Melcombe Regis Cemetery,
Weymouth, Dorset, England.
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(Photo courtesy of Allan Wood)
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