Courtesy Frank Benney & Kevin Shannon
(great nephews of Daniel Benney)
Frank’s grandfather (George) was a brother to Daniel
Kevin’s grandmother (Mary Jane) was a sister to Daniel

A photograph sent to Daniel Benney’s sister Mary Shannon( Known
as May) and brother in law Daniel Shannon the sister who placed the
notice of him being K.I.A. On the back was a hand written note
stating “To Aunty May and Uncle Dan with fond love from Alice May
age 5 years 19 September 1919 your brothers only daughter”
The Bonning ancestors have this same photograph of Alice May
Bonning.

Daniel, born 6 April 1881 at 62 Carpenter Street, Brighton, Melbourne, Victoria. Daniel had a relationship with Alice
Emily Calman and had a illegitimate daughter, Alice, in 1907. Alice married Sydney Reginald Hewitt. She died in 1978 in
Malvern, Melbourne and was interred in the Springvale Botanical Gardens on 9th March 1978. Daniel was arrested by
police in Benalla Victoria “on a charge of deserting his illegitimate child”. In the Shepparton Court “an order was made
for payment of maintenance at the rate of 7/6 per week, the first payment to be made forthwith” and also “forthwith a
surety in the sum of £25” The necessary payments were made and the defendant was set free to return to his
employment.

What followed would appear to be a deliberate act to escape future maintenance payments. He created an alias for
himself. Henceforth he was known as ALEXANDER BONNING(Also known as Alick Bonning and Daniel Bennil). Sometime
after this he struck up a relationship with Marcella Amelia Thorne, born in Tintaldra in Victoria. An article in the local
newspaper on 2nd April 1908 states ”At the Wangaratta Court of Petty Sessions yesterday ...... Marcella Thorne
proceeded against Archibald D. Smith for non-compliance with an order of the Court... to pay 5/- per week towards the
support of William Thomas Moore........”. In the course of the next few years Alexander and Marcella had three
illegitimate children, all bearing the surname BONNING. They were Alexander 1909, Norman Alfred 1911 and George
Daniel 1913. Daniel and Marcella married on 6th September 1913 in Balmain in Sydney following which two more
children were born, Alice May in 1914 and Arthur in 1917.

On 21st August 1916 Alexander Bonning enlisted into the Australian Imperial Force. He left Australia on 25th November
1916 and disembarked in Devonport, Devonshire, England on 29th January 1917. Alexander was wounded in action in
France in late September 1917 and transferred to a military hospital in Dover in England where he died on 28th
September 1917. He was buried in St James cemetery in Dover, England on 2nd October 1917. The following article
appeared in the Benalla newspaper. “Roll of Honor - Died in Service - Mrs. D Shannon of Smythe Street last week
received word that her brother, Pte. D. Benney, of the 2nd Battalion (late 34th) had died from face wounds and
hemorrhage on August 28th. The deceased, who was 34 years of age, for many years resided in Benalla and worked at
the Broken River butter factory. He enlisted from Sydney eighteen months ago. He leaves a widow and four children“.
The only way Mrs. D. Shannon (Mary Jane Shannon, nee Benney) could have learned of his death was from Marcella
Bonning (Thorne) which would I think infer that Daniel’s family in Benalla and St James were fully aware of Daniel’s use
of an alias. Daniel is listed on the Wall of Honor at the Australian War Memorial as ALEXANDER BONNING. Marcella
died in Trangie, New South Wales in 1953. She did not re-marry.
She placed the following article n the Sydney Morning Herald on Saturday 28th September 1918, the anniversary of
Daniel’s death.

BONNING -- In sad but loving memory of my dear
husband and our father, Alexander Bonning
killed in action in France, September 28, 1917.
His heart was good, his spirit brave
His resting place a hero’s grave
To have to love and then to part
Is the saddest pain to a human heart
He leaves behind him many aching hearts
That loved him ever dear
Hearts that never shall forget
His memory written here
Inserted by his lonely wife and children

