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Ruby DICKINSON 

Ruby Dickinson was born in Forbes, New South Wales on 8th July, 1885 to parents William & Julia Dickinson (nee 

Broadbent). 

Ruby Dickinson received her nursing training at the Lister Private Hospital, Sydney, NSW from 1906 – 1911. 

William Dickinson, father of Ruby Dickinson, died on 31st July, 1911 at Forbes, New South Wales. 

The 1913 Australian Electoral Roll for the division of Liverpool, subdivision of Gunnedah, New South Wales recorded 

Ruby Dickenson, Nurse, Hospital. 
 

Ruby Dickinson married Frederick Eliel William Body at St. Philip’s Church, Sydney, New South Wales on 20th June, 

1914. 

Marriage Notice – The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 18 July, 1914: 

MARRIAGES 

BODY-DICKINSON – June 20, at St. Philip’s Church, Sydney, by the Rev. Cannon Bellingham, Frederick, eldest son 

of the late J. E. Body, Cooma, to Ruby, youngest daughter of the late W. Dickinson, Forbes. 
 

Ruby Dickinson stated she was a 30 year old, single, trained Nurse from Sydney, New South Wales when she joined 

the Australian Army Nursing Service for War Service on 26th July, 1915. Her religion was Church of England & her 

next of kin was listed as her mother – Mrs J. Dickinson, 49 Spit Road, Mosman, NSW.  

(Note: Nurses who served for overseas service were supposed to be single. It is believed that Ruby joined using her maiden 

name so she could join up & also her Nursing Certificates would also have been in her maiden name of Dickinson) 

Australian Army Nursing Service (A.A.N.S.) 

More than 3,000 Australian civilian nurses volunteered for active service during the First World War. While enabling 

direct participation in the war effort, nursing also provided opportunities for independence and travel, sometimes with 

the hope of being closer to loved ones serving overseas. 

The Australian Army Nursing Service (AANS) had been formed in July 1903 as part of the Australian Army Medical 

Corps. During the war more than 2,000 of its members served overseas alongside Australian nurses working with 

other organisations, such as the Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service (QAIMNS), the Red Cross, or 

privately sponsored facilities. 

The women worked in hospitals, on hospital ships and trains, or in casualty clearing stations closer to the front line. 

They served in locations from Britain to India, taking in France and Belgium, the Mediterranean, and the Middle East. 

Many of them were decorated, with eight receiving the Military Medal for bravery. Twenty-five died during their 

service. 

By war's end, having faced the dangers and demands of wartime nursing and taken on new responsibilities and 

practices, nurses had proved to be essential to military medical service. 

(Extract of information from the Australian War Memorial) 
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Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was appointed to Quarterly Reinforcements to Europe & Egypt on 28th July, 1915. 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on RMS Orontes on 31st July, 1915 with the 

Nurses. 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson reported for duty on 4th September, 1915 at 3rd General Hospital. She returned to her 

Unit – 3rd Australian General Hospital on 14th September, 1915. 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was on service in Lemnos from September, 1915 to January, 1916. 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson reported for duty at 3rd Australian General Hospital on 23rd January, 1916. She  

returned to her Unit – 3rd Australian General Hospital on 1st February, 1916. Staff Nurse Dickinson was serving in 

Egypt from February, 1916 to July, 1916. 
 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was struck off strength with 3rd Australian General Hospital at Abbassia on 17th July, 

1916 to Transport Duty. She was on Nursing Duties in Charge of Nursing Staff to Australia on HT (Hospital Transport) 

Seang Choon & departed from Suez on 17th July, 1916 (One Statement of Service form recorded she embarked to 

Australia on Hospital Ship Seang Choon on 17th April, 1916; the other Statement of Service form has date as 17th July, 1916). 

Staff Nurse Dickinson was due in Melbourne, Victoria on 17th August, 1916. (Another entry on Statement of Service form 

recorded that Staff Nurse Dickinson returned from Egypt on Seang Choon as Nursing Staff & disembarked at Sydney on 18th 

August, 1916.) 

Base Records advised Mrs J. Dickinson, 49 Spit Road, Mosman, NSW, on 7th August, 1916 that Staff Nurse R. 

Dickinson was returning to Australia & was due in Sydney about the middle of August, 1916. 
 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson returned to duty on 24th January, 1917 & re-embarked from Sydney, New South Wales 

on Anchises on 24th January, 1917 with A.M.C. (Army Medical Corps) General Reinforcements. She disembarked at 

Devonport, England on 27th March, 1917 (as per Casualty Form – Active Service, however the Statement of Service form 

recorded she disembarked at Devonport on 23rd March, 1917). 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was marched in the Administrative Headquarters, London, England on 28th March, 1917 

from Australia. Another Attestation Paper was completed on 25th March, 1917 for Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson. 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was attached for duty to 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford, Kent, England from 

3rd Australian General Hospital on 13th April, 1917 ex Furlo. 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was detached from 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital on 17th October, 1917 & proceeded 

overseas to No. 3 Australian General Hospital. 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was transferred & was posted to duty with 3rd Australian General Hospital in France on 

19th October, 1917. She reported sick to 2nd Stationary Hospital at Abbeville on 23rd October, 1917 & was admitted 

the same day with Otitis Media.  Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was transferred on 10th November, 1917 & embarked 

for England on Hospital Ship St. Denis for England with Otitis Debility on 12th November, 1917. 

Major Anderson, A.A.M.C. (Australian Army Medical Corps), wrote to Acting Matron in Chief, A.I.F., (letter stamped 

with No. 1 Australia Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield Park, Middlesex & dated 29 Nov 1917): “I have examined Sister Dickinson 

who is suffering from tinnitus aurium. She has had old suppurative otitis media & has at present a perforation in the 

left lymphanic membrane but no discharge. I have ordered treatment for her & would advise she should have a 

fortnight’s complete rest at St. Albans.” 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was admitted 12 Southwell Gardens, Kensington, England on 13th November, 1917. 

The Medical Case Sheet recorded:  

“13th Nov 1917. About 3 weeks ago patient developed pain in L. ear. Pain severe for few days – then ear 

commenced to discharge thick yellow discharge, pain greatly relieved. Discharge gradually lessened – none 

now. No pain now, complaining only if incessant ringing in ear.  

14.11.17 Less ringing in ear T 97. P 80 

 26.XI. 17 Boarded & Transf to St. Albans for 7 days.” 
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Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was transferred & re-admitted to 12 Southwell Gardens, Kensington, England on 18th 

December, 1917 (Statement of Service form recorded date as 14th December, 1917) with Otitis left ear – slight from St. 

Albans. She was discharged to duty on 16th January, 1918. 

 

12 Southwell Gardens, South Kensington, London, England 

– previously Mrs T. S. Hall’s Hospital for Australian Nurses 

The Mrs T.S. Hall Hospital for Australian Nurses was officially opened on 30th June 1917. It provided nursing and 

medical care for sick nurses from Australia. Not only had Mrs Hall donated the property, but she acted as 

Commandant of the Hospital and had entire charge of the domestic arrangements although the Australian Imperial 

Force supplied the medical and nursing staff. The Hospital presumably closed in 1919. The house has now been 

converted into apartments. 

 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was attached for duty to 2nd Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Southall on 16th January, 

1918. On 24th January, 1918 she was attached for duty with No. 1 Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield, 

Middlesex for duty. 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson reported sick on the morning of 23rd June, 1918 & was transferred to Mrs T. S. Hall’s 

Hospital, Southwell Gardens, London. 

 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson died at 4.35 pm on 23rd June, 1918 at Australian Nurses Hospital, Southwell Gardens, 

Kensington, London, England from Pneumonia. 

 

A death for Ruby Dickinson, aged 32, was registered in the June quarter, 1918 in the district of Kensington, London,  

England. 

 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was buried at 3 pm on 25th June, 1918 in St. Mary the Virgin Churchyard, Harefield, 

Middlesex, England – Grave Number 56. This is now recorded by Commonwealth War Graves Commission as Plot 

number Aust. 57  

From the burial report of Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson - Coffin – usual – good condition. 
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Newspaper Notice – The Forbes Advocate, NSW – 30 July, 1918: 

OBITUARY 

NURSE RUBY DICKENSON 

Word came to Forbes last week of the death of Nurse Ruby Dickenson, who had been an active worker at the war 

hospitals for close on two years. The cause of death, which took place in England, was pneumonia. The deceased 

lady was a native of Forbes, her parents being the late Mr W. Dickenson and Mrs Julia Dickenson, the latter now 

residing at Mosman. The late Nurse Dickenson was married, her husband being a Mr Body, of Cooma. After her 

husband enlisted, Nurse Dickenson also decided to go to France, and as she was a qualified nurse, she used her 

maiden name when volunteering. After a brief term in Egypt, she went to France, where she did very useful war work 

in the principal hospitals. Much sympathy is expressed for the relatives of the deceased lady. 

 

 

Administrative Headquarters, London, England wrote to Base Records on 9th September, 1918 regarding Staff 

Nurse Ruby Dickinson, A.A.N.S. Deceased, advising that “A communication has been received by this office 

requesting that particulars concerning the death and burial of the above named deceased Nurse be forwarded to her 

brother, S. R. Dickinson, St. Andrew’s College, Christchurch, New Zealand. The deceased died at Australian Nurses 

Hospital, Southwell Gardens, London on 23-6-18. She was buried in Harefield Parish Churchyard. Attached herewith 

for you information is a copy of report of funeral. May Mr Dickinson, be informed accordingly, please. It is also 

desired that particulars of death and burial be conveyed to Staff Nurse A. N. Scott. 22/529 N.Z. A.N.S. G.P.O. 

Wellington, New Zealand.” 

 

Julia Dickinson, 49 Spit Road, Mosman, Sydney, wrote to Base Records on 22nd October, 1918 with the following: “I 

have duly received your communication referring to my daughter’s illness and death. I am very grateful for these 

details and for all the sympathy I have had from the Nursing & Medical Staff at the hospital where my daughter 

nursed. I am told she was appreciated her steadfastness to duty and nursing skills, and beloved by the sick and 

wounded for whom she worked so hard. I shall always have the consolation of knowing that she died doing her duty." 
 

Base Records contacted Mrs J. Dickinson, “Arizona”, Almore Street, Mosman, NSW on 10th August, 1920 stating 

that she was registered on the records of the late Staff Nurse R. Dickinson, 3rd Australian General Hospital, as the 

next of kin but were enquiring if there were any nearer blood relatives than herself & was specifically asked his Nurse 

Dickinson’s father was still alive. (The “Deceased Soldiers Estates Act 1918” stated that the War Medals & Mementoes of a 

deceased soldier were to be handed in the following order of relationship – Widow, eldest surviving son, eldest surviving 

daughter, father, mother, eldest surviving brother, eldest surviving sister etc.) 

Julia Dickinson replied to Base Records on 15th August, 1920 advising “My husband, the late William Dickinson, 

died in 1911 and Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was our youngest daughter.” 

 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was entitled to 1914/15 Star, British War Medal & the Victory Medal. A Memorial Scroll & 

Memorial Plaque were also sent to Staff Nurse Dickinson’s mother – Mrs J. Dickinson, as the closest next-of-kin. 

(Scroll sent September, 1921 & Plaque sent February, 1923). 
 

(Note: Frederick Eliel Body, husband of the late Ruby Dickinson, died on 7th July, 1919,  in Cooma Private Hospital, 

NSW, aged 40, from pneumonic influenza. He was buried in Cooma Cemetery – Church of England 9 C4 Plot 4). 

   

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson, aged 32, of Australian Army Nursing 

Service. She was the daughter of William & Julia Dickinson, of “Arizona” Almora St., Mosman, Queensland. 
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Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative 

Area at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 188. 

 

 
(Photo from Find a Grave – MelindaJJ) 
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Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson is remembered on a plaque in St. James Anglican Church (South Wall No. 64), 173 King 

Street, Sydney, NSW. 

 

A tablet to the memory of the late Staff-nurse Ruby Dickinson will be unveiled at the evening service at 7.15 on 

Sunday, July 6, at St. James' Church, King-street. Sister Dickinson was the youngest daughter of the late Mr. W. 

Dickinson, of Forbes, and of Mrs. Dickinson, Mosman. She left Australia in July, 1915, with No. 3 Australian General 

Hospital, and saw service in Lemnos, Egypt, France, and England. She died in London, of pneumonia, on June 23, 

1918, and was buried with military honours in the Australian cemetery in the Harefield parish churchyard, England. 

The tablet has been erected by her friends and comrades of the Australian Army Nursing Service, abroad. 

(Sydney Morning Herald (NSW) - 5 July 1919). 

 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson’s Plaque in St James Anglican Church, Sydney (Photo from Monument Australia) 
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Nurse R. Dickinson is remembered on the Mosman War Memorial, located in Mosman Park, Myahgah Road & The 

Cresent, Mosman, North Sydney, NSW. 

 

Mosman War Memorial (Photo from AWM Places of Pride – Gavin Fordyce) 
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Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson remembered on St. Paul’s Cathedral Nurses Honour Roll, located in St. Paul’s Anglican 

Cathedral, Flinders & Swanston Streets, Melbourne, Victoria. 

 

St. Paul’s Cathedral Nurses Honour Roll (Photo from Monument Australia) 
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Ruby Dickinson is remembered on the Australian Military Nurses Memorial, located in Hervey Bay RSL & Service 

Memorial Club, 11 Torquay Road, Pialba, Queensland. 

        

Australian Military Nurses Memorial (Photos from Monument Australia) 

 

Ruby Dickinson is remembered on the Maryborough Nurses who served in Lemnos Island 1915 Honour Board, 

located in Maryborough RSL Club, 163 – 175 Lennox Street, Maryborough, Queensland. 

 

Maryborough Nurses who served in Lemnos Island 1915 Honour Board 

(Photo from AWM Places of Pride)  
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Sister Ruby Dickinson is remembered on the War Nurses Memorial Garden Plaque, located in Dutton Park, Baker 

Street, Kapunda, South Australia. 

 

War Nurses Memorial Garden Plaque (Photos from Monument Australia – Stephen Warren) 
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Ruby Dickinson is remembered on the Mosman Council’s website (NSW) “Doing our Bit Mosman 1914 – 1918” 

project. 

 

 

 

Ruby Dickinson is remembered on the New Zealand War Graves Project website. 
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R. Dickinson is remembered on the Memorial to the Nurses and Voluntary Aid Detachment Nurses who died during 

both World Wars. The Memorial lists almost 1,300 names & is located at the National Memorial Arboretum, Croxwall 

Road, Alrewas, Burton-on-Trent, Staffordshire, England. 

 

Memorial to the Nurses and Voluntary Aid Detachment Nurses (Photo from National Memorial Arboretum) 
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Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson is one of the names remembered on a panel on the Roll of Honour Tablet that is beside 

the Five Sisters Window in York Minster, York, England. The Tablet bears the names of representatives of many 

associations, services and corps, including Queen Alexandra's Royal Naval Nursing Service, Queen Alexandra's 

Imperial Military Nursing Service, Women's Royal Air Force, Women's Land Army, and the Canadian, Newfoundland, 

Australian, New Zealand and Union of South Africa Army Nursing Services.  
 

  
Five Sisters Window in York Minster 

The wooden memorial screen (right) is in the North Transept of York Minster.  Each door bears the crest of a regiment and written 

inside are the names of the women who served in that regiment and were killed during the First World War. The doors can be 

opened by anyone to view the names inside. 

The screen also records that the Five Sisters window in York Minster was restored by women in memory of their fallen comrades. 

The window is now a memorial to the women who gave their lives in both World Wars. 

  
(Photo courtesy of jonrb – Great War forum) 
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Staff Nurse R. Dickinson is also remembered on the newly installed Nurses’ Memorial located in Edinburgh’s Central 

Library. 
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R. Dickinson is remembered on the Australian Soldiers’ Memorial in St. Mary the Virgin Church, Church Hill, 

Harefield, Middlesex, England. 

 

Australian Soldiers’ Memorial, Harefield (Photo from War Memorials Online – B. Wood) 

 

 

 

(90  pages of Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National Archives of 

Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll) & National 

Archives 
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LAST POST CEREMONY 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson was remembered in the Last Post Ceremony held at the Australian War Memorial, 

Canberra, Australia on 11th October, 2016. 

Commencing at approximately 4.30 pm AEST, the Memorial farewells visitors with its moving Last Post Ceremony in 

the Commemorative Courtyard. Each night the ceremony shares the story behind one of the names on the Roll of 

Honour. 

The ceremony begins with the Australian national anthem followed by the piper's lament. Visitors are invited to lay 

wreaths and floral tributes beside the Pool of Reflection. An individual's story is told, and the Ode is recited by 

Australian Defence Force personnel. The ceremony ends with the sounding of the Last Post. 

(Information from The Australian War Memorial)  

 

Speech transcript 
Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson, Australian Army Nursing Service 
DOD 23 June 1918 
Photograph: H16039 
 
Story delivered 11 October 2016 
 
Today we remember and pay tribute to Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson. 
 
Born in Forbes in New South Wales, Ruby Dickinson was the daughter of William and Julia Dickinson. Following her 
schooling she trained at the Lister Private Hospital in Sydney between 1906 and 1911. 
 
In June 1914 Dickinson wed Frederick Body, a grazier from Cooma. They had been married little more than a year 
when she enlisted in the AIF’s Australian Army Nursing Service, in July 1915. Only nurses who were unmarried were 
eligible to join the AANS, so Dickinson used her maiden name. 
 
More than 3,000 Australian civilian nurses volunteered for active service during the First World War, most of them 
with the AANS. They were posted to Britain, France, Belgium, the Mediterranean, India, and the Middle East, where 
they worked in hospitals, on hospital ships and trains, or in casualty clearing stations closer to the front line. 
 
Dickinson embarked for overseas service within days of enlisting. From September 1915 to January 1916 she was 
attached to the 3rd Australian General Hospital on the island of Lemnos, where her patients included Australians 
wounded during the fighting on Gallipoli. 
 
After Lemnos, Dickinson spent several months nursing in Egypt. In July 1916 she was assigned as the nurse in 
charge on the hospital ship Seang Choon, which was returning to Australia with sick and wounded men. She left 
Australia again in January 1917, this time bound for service in England. 
 
Attached to the 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital, in October Dickinson was sent to France, where the 3rd Australian 
General Hospital had been re-established. Soon after arriving she became ill and was sent to England to recuperate. 
She returned to nursing work in January 1918 with the 1st Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield in England. 
Dickinson again dedicated herself to the job of nursing soldiers, ignoring her own ill health. On 23 June she reported 
sick to her superiors at Harefield, and was immediately transferred to the Australian Nurses Hospital in Southwell 
Gardens, London. She died of pneumonia that afternoon. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/honour-rolls/roll-of-honour
https://www.awm.gov.au/commemoration/honour-rolls/roll-of-honour
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Nurse Dickinson was buried with military honours in the Harefield Parish Churchyard. On 22 October 1918 her 
mother wrote to the authorities about her daughter, who was just 32 upon her death: 
 
I am told she was much appreciated for her steadfastness to duty and nursing skills, much beloved by the sick and 
wounded for whom she worked so hard. I shall always have the consolation of knowing that she died doing her duty. 
 
Nurse Ruby Dickinson’s name is listed on the Roll of Honour on my right, among more than 60,000 Australians who 
died while serving in the First World War. Her photograph is displayed today beside the Pool of Reflection. 
 
This is but one of the many stories of service and sacrifice told here at the Australian War Memorial. We now 
remember Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson, who gave his life for us, for our freedoms, and in the hope of a better world. 
 
Emma Campbell 
Researcher, Military History Section 
 

 

Eight unidentified patients from Ward 40, No 1 Australian Auxiliary Hospital, photographed in the grounds of the 

hospital with Sister Ruby Dickinson. Sister Dickinson died of pneumonia on 23 June 1918 at Southwell Gardens, a 

nursing sisters hospital in England. 
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Newspaper Notices 

 

AUSTRALASIAN TRAINED NURSES 

The following is the pass-list of the final examination of the A.T.N.A. held on December 8 and 9:- 

General: ….Ruby Dickinson……. 

(The Daily Telegraph, Sydney, NSW – 30 December, 1910) 

 

 

In casualty list No. 415 it was stated that Staff-Nurse Ruby Droma Dickinson, of New Zealand, had died of illness. 

The name should be Staff-Nurse  Ruby Dickinson, of Mosman, N.S.W. 

(The Herald, Melbourne, Victoria – 22 July, 1918) 

 

 

DEATHS 

BODY (Nee Dickinson) – June 23, 1918 (O.A.S. abroad), Staff-nurse Ruby Dickinson, of pneumonia, youngest 

daughter of the late Wm. Dickinson, Forbes. And of Mrs Dickinson, Mosman. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 25 July, 1918) 

 

 

RELIGIOUS 

The tablet erected in St. James’s Church, King Street, in memory of Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson, of the 3rd A. G. H., 

by her friends and comrades abroad, will be unveiled at tomorrow evening’s service. Staff Nurse Dickinson left 

SYdney in 1916, and saw service in Egypt, Lemnos, France and England, but died in the latter country. She was a 

daughter of the late Mr W. Dickinson, of Forbes, and of Mrs Dickinson, of Mosman. 

(The Daily Telegraph, Sydney, NSW – 5 July, 1919) 

 

 

NURSES’ MEMORIAL 

LONDON APPEAL 

Twenty-four members of the Australian nursing service either died or were killed on active service during the war. 

Their names are included in a list of Dominion nurses who made the supreme sacrifice, forwarded by the Committee 

of the Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Hospital Extension Fund in London to the Premier. The extension is to be a 

memorial to those women of the Dominions. 

The committee suggests that if 10,000 hostesses in the Empire give a gift tea party—a dance, bridge, whist, or 

competition tea—to a few friends, asking them to do the same, a large proportion of the sum required to complete 

the extension of the hospital would be found.  

The Australian nurses whoso names are on the list are:- Matron J. M. Walker, R.R.C; Sisters H. M. Knox, E. A. 

Moorhouse, N.V. Mowbray, G. E. Munro, K. L. Porter, F. I. C. Tyson, B. Williams; Staff Nurses L. A Bicknell, E. Clare, 
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R. Dickinson, M. Hennesey, L. G. Moreton, A. V. O’Grady, R. O’Kane, K. Power, D. A. Ridgway, E. Rothery, A. M. 

Thompson, M. F. Stafford, B. M. Watson; and Voluntary Workers A. Brennan, Rignall, L.B., and L. Grant.  

On the same list are the names of 60 Canadian women, 15 New Zealanders, four South Africans, one woman from 

India and three members of the overseas nursing association. 

(The Queenslander, Brisbane, Qld – Saturday 9 May, 1925) 

 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

EMPIRE ARMY SISTERS 

The women of Melbourne yesterday paid a tribute to the memory of the women of the Empire who laid down their 

lives in the great war at a service held in St. Paul's Cathedral yesterday. This service was arranged to coincide with 

the service at which the Duchess of York would unveil after restoration the Five Sisters Window in York Minster.  

A roll of honor tablet has been placed beside the window bearing the names of representatives of many 

associations, services and corps, including Queen Alexandra's Royal Naval Nursing Service, Queen Alexandra's 

Imperial Military Nursing Service, Women's Royal Air Force, Women's Land Army, and the Canadian, Newfoundland, 

Australian, New Zealand and Union of South Africa Army Nursing Services. A. panel of the tablet contains the 

following names of the Australian Army Nursing Service, Australian Imperial Forces: — Matron Jean Walker, R.R.C.; 

Sister Hilda Knox, Sister Edith Moorhouse, Sister Norma Mowbray, Sister Gertrude Munro, Sister Kathleen Porter, 

R.R.C; Sister Fanny Tyson, Sister Blodwyn Williams, Staff Nurse Louisa N. Bicknell, Staff Nurse Emily Clare, Staff 

Nurse Ruby Dickinson, Staff Nurse May Hennessey, Staff Nurse Letitia Moreton, Staff Nurse Amy O'Grady, Staff 

Nurse Rosa O'Kane. Staff Nurse Kathleen Power, Staff Nurse Doris Ridgway, Staff Nurse Elizabeth Rothery, Staff 

Nurse Mary Stafford, Staff Nurse Ada Thompson, Staff Nurse Beatrice Watson; Miss Adele Brennan, Miss Lydia 

Grant, Miss L. B. Riggall, V.A.D.’s. 

(The Age, Melbourne, Victoria – Thursday 25 June, 1925) 

 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they 

wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with 

the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 ½ d 

(subject to fluctuation). 

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by 

the Australian Government.  

(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921) 

 

 

Staff Nurse Ruby Dickinson does have a personal inscription on his headstone. 

Peace Perfect Peace 
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St. Mary the Virgin Churchyard, Harefield, Middlesex, England 

St. Mary the Virgin Churchyard, Harefield contains 126 Commonwealth War Graves. 

During the two world wars, the United Kingdom became an island fortress used for training troops and launching 

land, sea and air operations around the globe. There are more than 170,000 Commonwealth war graves in the 

United Kingdom, many being those of servicemen and women killed on active service, or who later succumbed to 

wounds. Others died in training accidents, or because of sickness or disease. The graves, many of them privately 

owned and marked by private memorials, will be found in more than 12,000 cemeteries and churchyards.  

 

Harefield (St. Mary) Churchyard contains war graves from both world wars. There are 120 First World War graves, 

mostly those of Australians who died in No. 1 Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield Park. Uniquely, their graves 

are marked by scroll shaped headstones, chosen by the staff and patients at the hospital. In the centre of the 

Australian plot stands a memorial obelisk which was erected by Sir Francis Newdegate, late Governor of Tasmania 

and of Western Australia, and Mr. C.A.M. Billyard-Leake, of Harefield Park. The churchyard also contains six graves 

of the Second World War. 

(Information & photos from CWGC) 
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St. Mary the Virgin Churchyard, Harefield 
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Photo of Staff Nurse R. Dickinson’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in St. Mary the Virgin 

Churchyard, Harefield, Middlesex, England. 

 

(Photo courtesy of Peter Bennett) 
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Anzac Day 2013 at Harefield (Photo by Mosman Library) 
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St Mary the Virgin Church, Harefield (Photo courtesy of Peter Bennett) 

 

St. Mary the Virgin Churchyard, Harefield (Photo courtesy of Peter Bennett) 
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St. Mary the Virgin Churchyard, Harefield (Photos courtesy of Peter Bennett) 

 

 


