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Ambrose Augustine HALEY 

Ambrose Augustin Haley was born at St. Helen’s, Tasmania on 7th December, 1892 to parents Thomas and Mary 

Ann Haley (nee Fox). 

Ambrose Augustine Haley attended St. Patrick’s College, Ballarat, Victoria. 

The 1914 & 1915 Australian Electoral Rolls for the division of Bass, subdivision of Portland, Tasmania listed  

Ambrose Augustine Haley, Clerk of St. Helens. 
 

Newspaper Article – Examiner, Launceston, Tasmania – 7 November, 1916: 

The Exemption Courts 

St. Helens 

A sitting of the Exemption Court was held at St. Helens on Saturday before Mr E. L. Hall, Commissioner. 

…..An application by Ambrose Augustin Haley was withdrawn, he having volunteered for the A.I.F. and proceeded to 

Claremont. 

Exemption until March 31, 1917, was granted to Rupert Martin Haley, Natal Bernard Haley and Joseph Haley….. 
 

Ambrose Augustine Haley was a 24 year old, single, Accountant from St. Helens, Tasmania when he enlisted at 

Claremont, Tasmania on 7th November, 1916 with the Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His service number was 

34423 & his religion was Roman Catholic. His next of kin was listed as his father – Mr Thomas Haley, of St. Helens, 

Tasmania. Ambrose Haley stated on his Attestation Papers that he had served for 1 year with Senior Cadets in 

Victoria. 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley was posted to Field Artillery at Claremont, 6th Military District on 7th November, 

1916 for recruit training. He was transferred to Field Artillery Reinforcements at Maribyrnong, Victoria on 10th 

January, 1917.  Gunner Haley was transferred to 12th Reinforcements of 15th Field Artillery Brigade on 13th March, 

1917.               

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley embarked from Melbourne, Victoria on HMAT Ascanius (A11) on 11th May, 1917            

with the Field Artillery Brigade, March, 1917 Reinforcements. He was hospitalised while at Sea from 29th June, 1917 

until 30th June, 1917 & disembarked at Devonport, England on 20th July, 1917. 

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units in England. 

Some of these were located in the Salisbury Plain & surrounding areas in the county of Wiltshire. 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley was marched in to R.B.A.A. (Reserve Brigade Australian Artillery) at Larkhill, 

Wiltshire on 21st July, 1917. 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley proceeded overseas to France via Southampton on 18th September, 1917 from 

R.B.A.A. at Larkhill. 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley was marched in to A.G.B.D. (Australian General Base Depot) at Rouelles, France 

on 19th September, 1917. He was marched out to 1st Divisional Artillery on 21st September, 1917 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley was taken on strength of 1st D.A.C. (ex 12/15th F.A.B.) from A.G.B.D. on 24th 

September, 1917. 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley was transferred to 2nd F.A.B. (Field Artillery Brigade) from 1st D.A.C. on 5th 

October, 1917 & taken on strength of 2nd F.A.B. in Belgium on 5th October, 1917. 

 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley was wounded in action in France on 11th October, 1917. He was admitted to 3rd 

Australian Field Ambulance on 11th October, 1917 with gunshot wounds to left arm then transferred to 17th Casualty 

Clearing Station. Gunner Haley was then transferred & admitted to 7th Canadian General Hospital at Etaples, 

France on 12th October, 1917. He was reported still on Hospital in 15th December, 1917. Gunner Haley was 
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reported still in Hospital on 1st February, 1918. He was discharged to No. 6 Convalescent Depot at Etaples on 23rd 

February, 1918 with shrapnel wounds to left arm. Gunner Haley was transferred to 5th Convalescent Depot at 

Cayeux on 26th February, 1918. Due to a query – it was reported that Gunner Haley was still a patient at 5th 

Convalescent Depot on 1st May, 1918. Gunner Haley was transferred to 17th Convalescent Depot on 5th May, 

1918. Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley was discharged to Base Depot from Hospital on 8th June, 1918 & was 

marched in to A.G.B.D. on 9th June, 1918. He was marched out from to A.G.B.D. on 25th August, 1918 & rejoined 

his Unit in France on 31st August, 1918. 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley was sent to Hospital sick on 27th September, 1918 & admitted to 20th Australian 

Casualty Clearing Station with deafness. He was transferred & admitted to 1st Australian General Hospital at Rouen, 

France on 29th September, 1918 & invalided to England on 3rd October, 1918 on Hospital Ship Essequibo.  

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley was admitted to Graylingwell War Hospital, Chichester, Sussex, England on 4th 

October, 1918 with slight deafness. 

Mr T. Haley, father of Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley, was advised on 19th November, 1918 that his son was 

dangerously ill but his condition was stationary. 

 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley died at 9.50 am on 25th December, 1918 at Graylingwell War Hospital, 

Chichester, Sussex, England from Carcinoma of Pancreas, Lungs, Spleen & other organs. 

A death for Ambrose A. Haley, aged 26, was registered in the December quarter, 1918 in the district of Chichester, 

Sussex, England. 
 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley was buried on 30th December, 1918 in The Rosary Catholic Churchyard, 

Midleton, County Cork, Republic of Ireland (South-west plot, West side main path) & has a private headstone he 

shares. His death is still acknowledged by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. From the burial report of 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley - Coffin was Elm. The deceased soldier was interred privately by relatives residing 

in County Cork, England. Administrative Headquarters, A.I.F. London were represented at the funeral. 

Names of relatives and friends present at the funeral – Warrant Officer Haley (brother), War Records Section, 

Horseferry Road, London and Aunts, Uncles and cousins. 
 

Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley was entitled to British War Medal & the Victory Medal. A Memorial Scroll & 

Memorial Plaque were also sent to Gunner Haley’s father - Mr T. Haley, as the closest next-of-kin. (Scroll sent 

December, 1922 & Plaque sent November, 1922). 
 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley– service number 34423, aged 

26, of    2nd Battery, Australian Filed Artillery. He was the son of Thomas and Mary Ann Haley, of St. Helens, 

Tasmania. 
 

Gunner A. A. Haley is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative Area at 

the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 12. 
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A. Haley is remembered on the Roll of Honour for St. Patrick’s College, Ballarat, Victoria. 

 

St. Patrick’s College, Ballarat – Roll of Honour (Photo courtesy of St. Patrick’s College Archives) 
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A. Haley is remembered on the St. Helen’s War Memorial located in Cecilia Street, St. Helens, Tasmania.  

    

St. Helen’s War Memorial (Photos from Monument Australia – Kent Watson) 

 

Ambrose Augustine Haley is remembered on the Wall of Remembrance, at the War Memorial, Cecilia Street, St. 

Helens, Tasmania.  The Wall of Remembrance commemorates those from Tasmania who died in service or were 

killed in action in World War One.          

Front Inscription 
 
Tasmania`s World War One Roll of Honour, 1914 - 1918 

The names of 3165 soldiers, sailors and airmen who were Tasmanian by birth or residence and died from their 
service in WW1 are commemorated on these walls.  Their names appear alphabetically, grouped by the year of 
death.  These men served with Australian, New Zealand and British units. 

"What these men did nothing can alter now.  The good and the bad, the greatness and the smallness of their story 
will stand. Whatever of glory it contains nothing now can lessen.  It rises, as it will always rise, above the mists of 
ages, a monument to great hearted men; and for their nation, a possession forever. " 
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Tasmania Wall of Remembrance, St. Helens (Photos from Monument Australia – Arthur Garland) 

 

 

(49 pages of Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National 

Archives of Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll) & National 

Archives 
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Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley 

 

 

Newspaper Notices 

PERSONAL NOTES 

Mr Thomas Haley, of St. Helen’s, received a private cable from London stating his son, Gunner A. A. Haley, had 

been wounded in the arm slightly. 

(Daily Telegraph, Launceston, Tasmania – 24 October, 1917) 
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ROLL OF HONOUR 

 

Tasmanian Casualties 

Wounded in Action - …….Gunner A. A. Haley, St. Helens 

(Examiner, Launceston, Tasmania – 15 December, 1917) 

  

TASMANIAN CASUALTIES 

 

PERSONAL NOTES 

Mr Thomas Haley, of St. Helen’s, has received word from the Base Records Office that his son, Gunner A. A. Haley, 

was admitted to the Graylingwell War Hospital on October 4, suffering from deafness. A further cable was received 

to-day, stating that his son was dangerously ill, condition stationary, further progress report expected. His many 

friends hope to hear that he will soon be out of danger. 

(Daily Telegraph, Launceston, Tasmania – 23 November, 1918) 

  

ROLL OF HONOUR 

 

Tasmanian Casualties 

ILL 

Gnr. A. A. HALEY, St, Helens (previously reported wounded) 

(Examiner, Launceston, Tasmania – 3 December, 1918) 

  

Deaths 

HALEY – On the 25th December, at Graylingwell War Hospital, Chichester, England, Gunner Ambrose A. Haley, 

dearly-loved eldest son of Thomas and M. A. Haley, St. Helens, aged 26 years. R.I.P. (Melbourne papers please 

copy). 

(Examiner, Launceston, Tasmania – 3 January, 1919) & (Daily Telegraph, Launceston, Tasmania – 4 January, 1919) 

  

ROLL OF HONOUR 

HALEY – On December 25, at Graylingwell War Hospital, Chichester, England, Ambrose A. Haley, dearly loved 

eldest son of Thomas and M. A. Haley, St. Helens, aged 26 years. R.I.P. Melbourne papers please copy. 

(The Mercury,  Hobart, Tasmania – 4 January, 1919) 

  

St Helens 

LATE A. A. HAYLEY, A.I.F. 

Australia sorrows profoundly to-day over her “unreturning brave,” and nowhere is that sorrow deeper or more lasting 

than in out-of-the-way settlements, where people are wont to live out all their lives in one place, and the members of 

the community are so few in number that the loss of but one of them come home to all. Sad as is the fate of those 

who fell fighting, still sadder seems the passing of those who, having endured the long ordeal, and even tasted of 

victory died from sickness ere they could take ship for the far distant land to which their thought were ever turning. 

Among these last was the subject of the present notice, who died in the Graylingwell Hospital, Chichester, England, 

on Christmas Day last. Born at St. Helen’s 26 years ago, Mr Haley completed his education at St. Patrick’s College, 

Ballarat, where he earned distinction as an athlete, particularly on the running path. Returning to St. Helen’s at the 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2017 

age of 18 years, he entered the extensive business carried on there by his father, Mr T. Haley, and soon became the 

latters right-hand man. Several years ago he commenced the study of music under Mr J. H. Barber, of the London 

Conservatorium; and after this tuition became a flautist of unusual excellence. He was also in the first flight as a 

footballer and a lawn tennis player. At the outbreak of the war, Mr Haley was eager to enlist but could ill be spared at 

the time, and yielded to the wishes of his family. However, two years ago, all objections being removed he joined the 

Artillery and went to England. From thence onward to the close of the war, with two absences owing to wounds, he 

served on the western front, and saw plenty of fighting. After the armistice he was stricken down with tuberculosis, 

which proceeded rapidly to a fatal termination. Fortunately his younger brother, Mr Urban Haley, military staff clerk 

headquarters, France, who had enlisted at the same time as he did, was with him during his last illness. Mr Haley’s 

family, who are amongst the oldest and most highly regarded resident in North Eastern Tasmania, have the 

sympathies of the whole of the Coast. 

 (North-Eastern Advertiser, Scottsdale, Tasmania – 24 January, 1919) 

  

PERSONAL MENTION 

At the last meeting of the Portland Council the Warden (Councillor J. W. Treloggen) made sympathetic reference to 

the death of Private A. A. Haley, who had enlisted from St. Helens, and a letter of condolence was ordered to be 

forwarded to his relatives. 

(World, Hobart, Tasmania – 30 January, 1919) 

  

 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2017 

The Rosary Catholic Churchyard, Midleton, County Cork, Republic of Ireland 

The Rosary Catholic Churchyard, Midleton contains 7 Commonwealth Commission War Graves – 5 from World War 

1 & 2 from World War 2. 

 

The Rosary Catholic Churchyard, Midleton (Photo below by Dave Pickersgill) 
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Photo of Gunner Ambrose Augustine Haley’s Private Headstone in The Rosary Catholic Churchyard, Midleton, 

County Cork, Republic of Ireland. 

 

(Photos courtesy of Daniel Shiels) 
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Of Your Charity 

Pray For The Souls Of 

JAMES O SULLIVAN 

OF Midleton 

Who Died 17TH Sept 1901, Aged 42 Years 

TIMOTHY CHRISTOPHER O SULLIVAN 

Who Was Killed At Clonmult 

20TH Feb. 1921, Aged 28 Years 

AMBROSE AUGUSTINE HALEY A.I.F. 

St Helens Tasmania 

Who Died In Chichester England 

Christmas Day 1918, Aged 25 Years 

MARY O SULLIVAN 

Who Died 12TH Jan. 1944 

REV G. O’ SULLIVAN C.S.SP. 

Who Died 12TH Sept 1934 

MABELEINE O SULLIVAN 

Died 24TH Sept. 1972, Aged 85 

 

R.I.P. 

 

 


