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Alexander MACDONALD 

Alexander MacDonald was born at Balmartin, Lochmaddy, Inverness Shire, Scotland around 1889 to parents 

Norman & Annie MacDonald  

The 1891 Scotland Census recorded Alexander MacDonald as a 2 year old living with his family at North Uist, 

Inverness, Scotland. His parents were listed as Norman MacDonald (Shoemaker, aged 36, born North Uist) & Ann 

MacDonald (Shoemaker’s wife, aged 36, born North Uist). Also listed was Alexander’s older brother – Donald Archy 

MacDonald (aged 4) & a Boarder – Malcolm MacCuish (Shoemaker’s Apprentice, aged 18, born North Uist). 

The 1901 Scotland Census recorded Alexander MacDonald as an 11 year old Scholar living with his family at Farm 

of Balmartin, North Uist, Inverness, Scotland. His parents were listed as Norman MacDonald (Shoemaker, aged 48) 

& Ann MacDonald (Wool Spinner, aged 47). Alexander was the youngest of four children listed on this Census – 

Alick MacDonald (Shoemaker Apprentice, aged 17), Donald A. MacDonald (Scholar, aged 14), James MacDonald 

(Scholar, aged 13) then Alexander. 

According to information provided by his father for the Roll of Honour – Alexander MacDonald had “6 Trainings in 3rd 

Cameron Highlanders, Inverness, Scotland.”  He came to Australia when he was 25 years old. 

 

Alexander MacDonald was a 31 year old, single, Shoemaker when he enlisted on 4th June, 1915 at Liverpool, 

Sydney, New South Wales with the Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His religion was Presbyterian & his next of kin 

was listed as his father – Mr N. MacDonald, North Uist, Lock Maddy, Invernessshire, Scotland. 

Private Alexander MacDonald was posted to Special Reinforcements of 1st Australian General Hospital. 

Private Alexander MacDonald, Service number 7647, embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on HMAT 

Argyllshire (A8) on 30th September, 1915 with the First Australian General Hospital – Special Reinforcements. 

 

Private Alexander MacDonald embarked on from Suez on H. T. Demosthenes on 19th March, 1916 for Australia – in 

charge of Insane. He returned to Australia on Demosthenes on 19th April, 1916 “On Duty.” 

The 2nd Military District, Victoria Barracks, Sydney, NSW, Australian Military Forces wrote to Base Records, 

Melbourne, on 30th May, 1916 regarding “No. 7647 Pte  McDonald, A. J.  1st A.G.H.” “The above mentioned 

Returned Soldier was returned to duty on 9/5/1916 and allotted to 19th Rfts 1st Bn.”  The letter is marked in pencil on 

7th June, 1916 “Not a casualty.” 

 

Private Alexander MacDonald embarked from Sydney, New South Wales on Orsova on 29th July, 1916 & 

disembarked at Plymouth, England on 14th September, 1916 having returned from Australia with General 

Reinforcements, A.M.C. (Army Medical Corps). New Attestation Papers were completed on 12th September, 1916 

recording that Private Alexander MacDonald had enlisted at Sea on HMT Orsova. 

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units in England. 

Some of these were located in the Salisbury Plain & surrounding areas in the county of Wiltshire. 

Private Alexander MacDonald was marched in to A.M.C. (Army Medical Corps) Details on 15th September, 1916 

from Australia. He was marched out from Camp No. 2 Parkhouse, Wiltshire on 2nd October, 1916 & was detached 

for duty with Australian Section Command Depot at Woodcote Park, Epsom. 

Private Alexander MacDonald was admitted to Horton County of London War Hospital, England on 11th November, 

1916 with Pleurisy & pneumonia. The Hospital Admissions form recorded “Pneumonia – from Woodcote Both Lungs. 

Crisis 7th day. Has done well. Chest now quite clear.” He was discharged to Tidworth on 10th January, 1917. 

Private Alexander MacDonald was marched in to No. 1 Command Depot on 11th January, 1917 then marched out to 

A.A.M.C. (Australian Army Medical Corps) training Depot at Parkhouse, Wiltshire on 17th January, 1917. 
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Private Alexander MacDonald was written up for a Crime on 3rd May, 1917 – Overstaying Leave from 12.00hrs on 

1st May, 1917 to 13.00 hrs on 2nd May,1917. He forfeited a total of 5 days pay (£1.5.0) orders of Captain S. T. 

Appleford. 

Private Alexander MacDonald was admitted to Tidworth Military Hospital, Wiltshire on 13th May, 1917 – cause 

N.Y.D. (not yet determined). The Hospital Admissions form recorded Influenza – “To Convalescent Home 22/6/.17.” 

On 10th July, 1917 the Hospital Admissions form recorded Anaemia ____. He was discharged on 31st July, 1917 to 

Command Depot at Weymouth. 

Private Alexander MacDonald was marched in to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth, Dorset on 31st July, 1917 

from Parkhouse. The Hospital Admission form recorded No. 2 Command Depot AMC Weymouth 1st August, 1917 to 

4th August, 1917. “Pneumonia & Pleurisy Nov 1916. 5 ½ months in Hospital…” 

Private Alexander MacDonald reported sick to Sydney Hall Hospital at Weymouth on 4th August, 1917. The Hospital 

Admissions form recorded his disease as Pernicious Anaemia – “Examination of blood on admission….Patient 

became comatose shortly after admission & died from exhaustion – oxygen  ___ etc given.” 

 

Private Alexander MacDonald, Hospital Attendant, died at 4.50 pm on 8th August, 1917 at Sidney Hall Military 

Hospital, Weymouth, Dorset, England from Pernicious Anaemia. 

 

Sidney Hall Military Hospital, Weymouth 

 

 

A death for Alexander Macdonald, aged 33, was registered in the September quarter, 1917 in the district of 

Weymouth, Dorset, England. 

 

Private Alexander MacDonald was buried on 11th August, 1917 in Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, 

England – Section C Grave 3172. 
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This is now recorded by CWGC as Plot number II. C. 3172 and has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

headstone.  

From the burial report of Private Alexander MacDonald - Coffin was Elm and brass fittings.  I saw the deceased 

soldier daily after his admission to hospital at Monte Video. He was resigned to his fate and expressed his faith in 

eternal salvation – Clergyman A. H. Mithcell, Monte Video Camp, Weymouth. 

 

The Public Trust Office, Sydney, NSW wrote to Base Records on 26th February, 1918 requesting a Certificate in 

duplicate to the death of No. 7647 Private A. MacDonald, A.A.M.C. Australian Imperial Force, deceased. They also 

requested the address of the deceased prior to enlistment & the name & address of the person nominated as his 

next of kin. 

Base Records replied to The Public Trustee, Sydney, NSW on 4th March, 1918 enclosing, as requested, a 

certificate, in duplicate, of report of death of No. 7647 Private A. MacDonald. Base Records advised that the address 

of deceased prior to enlistment was not recorded & his next of kin was listed as his father – Norman MacDonald, 

Balmartin, North West, Loch Maddy, Invernesshire, Scotland.  

 

Private  Alexander MacDonald was entitled to 1914/15 Star, British War Medal & the Victory Medal. A Memorial 

Scroll & Memorial Plaque were also sent to Private MacDonald’s father – Mr N. MacDonald, as the closest next-of-

kin. (Scroll & Plaque issued in England in September, 1922). 

 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Private Alexander MacDonald – service number 7647, aged 33, 

of Australian Army Medical Corps. He was the son of Norman & Annie MacDonald, of Balmartin, Lochmaddy, 

Scotland.  

 

Private A. MacDonald is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative Area 

at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 183. 
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Alexander MacDonald is remembered in the Roll of Honour books held in the Hall of Honour inside The Scottish 

National War Memorial. The north side of the Hall of Honour is divided by columns into bays, each dedicated to a 

different regiment and enhanced with battle honours and consecrated colours. On the broad shelf in front of each of 

the bays, the names of the dead are listed in leather-bound books. 

 

The Scottish National War Memorial & the Hall of Honour & the Roll of Honour books.  

(Photos from The Scottish National War Memorial) 
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Alex. MacDonald is remembered on the Isle of North Uist War Memorial, located at Locheport, Isle of North Uist, 

Outer Hebrides, Scotland. 

 

Isle of North Uist War Memorial (Photo above by JM Briscoe; below by Steve Houldsworth) 
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(Photos by J M Briscoe) 
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(54 pages of  Private Alexander MacDonald’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National Archives 

of Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll, Red Cross 

Wounded & Missing) & National Archives 

 

Newspaper Notices 

 

Australian Casualties 

List No. 329 

New South Wales 

Seriously Ill 

Pte A. MACDONALD (Scotland) 

(Australian Town and Country Journal, Sydney, NSW – 15 August, 1917) 

 

 

Late War News 

CASUALTIES 

335th LIST 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Died of Illness 

Pte A. Macdonald, Scotland (previously reported seriously ill). 

(The Land, Sydney, NSW – 7 September, 1917) 

 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they 

wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with 

the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 ½ d 

(subject to fluctuation). 

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by 

the Australian Government.  

(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921) 

 

Private A. MacDonald does have a personal inscription on his headstone. 

Born at Balmartin, Lochmaddy, Scotland 
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Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, England 

Weymouth became a depot for Australian forces in 1916 and 83 of the 147 First World War burials in Melcombe 

Regis Cemetery are of Australian servicemen; most of these graves are scattered in the old part. The 36 Second 

World War burials are in the extension. The cemetery also contains seven war graves of other nationalities and one 

non-war burial. 

(Information from CWGC) 

 

Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919 

 

Identified, front row, left to right: unidentified; Butler; 5917 Private Edgar Allan Thornell, 22nd Battalion (Bn), died 9 

August 1918; 1207 Corporal Jesse Adams Davis, 12th Bn, died 15 November 1918.  

Back row: 5329 Private Frederick Albert Archer, Anzac Provost Company, died 6 November 1918; 5990 Private 

Albert Robert Blackmore, 12th Bn, died 2 November 1918; 11099 Driver Matthew Charles Percival Nettle, 6th 

Australian Field Artillery Brigade, died 22 October 1918; 3942 Private Walter Alick Weckman, 51st Bn, died 9 

November 1918. 
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Some of the Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919 

Identified, left to right: Captain Francis Arthur Deravin, Australian Army Medical Corps, died 8 July 1917 aged 41 

years (large headstone); 138 Private Louis Nelson Matthews, 27th Battalion, 4 July 1917; 5082 Private Victor 

George Smith, 21st Battalion, died 13 November 1918. 

 

(Photo courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 

 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2023 

 

(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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Photo of Private A. MacDonald’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in Melcombe Regis 

Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, England. 

 

(Photo from Find a Grave – Janice Dennis) 
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(Photo courtesy of Allan Wood) 

 

 


