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William Owen MANUEL 

William Owen Manuel was born at Stockport, South Australia on 10th October, 1866 to parents William Owen & 

Lavinia Manuel (nee Freeman).  

 

William Owen Manuel married Elizabeth Florence Webb on 20th May, 1890 in South Australia at the residence of C. 

Webb, Dublin, South Australia. A son - Ernest Owen Manuel was born on 24th March, 1891. A daughter – Olive 

Blanche Manuel was born on 21st May, 1893 at Wild Horse Plains, South Australia. A daughter – Ivy Jane Manuel 

was born on 12th September, 1896 at Wild Horse Plains, South Australia. 

 

Lavinia Manuel, mother of William Owen Manuel, died on 16th August, 1901 at Brompton Park, South Australia.  

 

William Manuel, father of William Owen Manuel, died on 4th September, 1907 in South Australia. 

 

William Owen Manuel was a 45 year old, married (no children – as listed on Attestation Papers), Labourer from Hudson 

Street, Prospect, South Australia when he enlisted in Adelaide, South Australia on 18th December, 1915 with the 

Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His religion was Methodist & his next of kin was listed as his wife – Mrs Elizabeth 

Florence Manuel, of Hudson Street, Prospect, South Australia. 

Private William Owen Manuel was posted to “C” Company, 2nd Depot Battalion on 18th December, 1915 for recruit 

training. He was transferred to 1st Depot Battalion - 16th Reinforcements of 10th Infantry Battalion at Morphettville 

on 1st January, 1916. Private Manuel was transferred to “A” Company, 43rd Battalion on 7th March, 1916. 

Private William Owen Manuel, Service number 124, embarked from Adelaide, South Australia on HMAT Afric (A19) 

on 9th June, 1916 (Casualty Form – Active Service recorded he embarked from Outer Harbour on 9th June, 1916) with the 

11th Infantry Brigade, 43rd Infantry Battalion “A” Company. He was admitted to Ship’s Hospital while at Sea on 16th 

June, 1916. Private Manuel disembarked at Marseilles*, France on 20th July, 1916. (Note: * as recorded on Casualty 

Form – Active Service. There appears to be an error in reporting that this soldier disembarked at Marseilles. From Australia – 

soldiers (from around 1916) were sent to England first for further training. The next recorded movement after 20th July, 1916 on 

Casualty Form is 16th September, 1916 where he proceeded overseas to France from England).  

43rd Battalion 

The 3rd Division was raised in Australia early in 1916. The 43rd Battalion was South Australia's contribution to the 

strength of the division. Along with the 41st, 42nd, and 44th Battalions, plus support troops, it formed the 11th 

Brigade. 

 

The battalion embarked in June 1916 and, after landing briefly in Egypt, went on to Britain for further training. The 

battalion arrived on the Western Front in late December…… 

(Extract of Battalion information from the Australian War Memorial) 

 

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units in England. 

Some of these were located in the Salisbury Plain & surrounding areas in the county of Wiltshire. 

Private William Owen Manuel was marched in to 3rd Training Battalion from 43rd Battalion on 9th September, 1916. 

He was transferred to 10th Battalion on 9th September, 1916 from No. 12 Camp, Larkhill, Wiltshire, England. 

Private William Owen Manuel proceeded overseas to France on 16th September, 1916 to join 10th Battalion from 

3rd Training Battalion in England. He was marched in to 1st A.D.B.D. at Etaples, France on 17th September, 1916 

from England. Private Manuel proceeded from 1st A.D.B.D. on 30th September, 1916 to join his Battalion. He joined 

10th Battalion in the Field on 2nd October, 1916 from Reinforcements. 

Private William Owen Manuel was written up for an Offence on 12th October, 1916 in the Field – “Whilst on Active 

Service having a dirty rifle when mounting guard at 17.00 on 12/10/16.” He was awarded 7 days confined to 

Barracks. 
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Private William Owen Manuel reported sick on 16th October, 1916. He was admitted to 10th Stationary Hospital at 

St. Omer, France on 16th October, 1916. He was transferred to Boulogne on 5th November, 1916 with Pyrexia 

(fever of unknown origin) & embarked for England the same day on Hospital Ship Jan Breydel. 

10th Battalion 

The 10th Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AIF during the First World War. The battalion was 

recruited in South Australia, and together with the 9th, 11th and 12th Battalions, formed the 3rd Brigade. 

….. 

After the withdrawal from Gallipoli, the 10th Battalion returned to Egypt and, in March 1916, sailed for France and the 

Western Front. From then until 1918, the battalion took part in bitter trench warfare. The battalion's first major action 

in France was at Pozieres in the Somme valley in July. After Pozieres the battalion fought at Ypres in Flanders 

before returning to the Somme for winter……                   

(Extract of Battalion information from the Australian War Memorial) 

 

Private William Owen Manuel was admitted to the County of Middlesex War Hospital on 8th November, 1916 for 

observation – severe. He was transferred on 20th November, 1916 to 1st (Australian) Auxiliary Hospital, Harefield, 

Middlesex with Trench Feet. Private Manuel was discharged to Weymouth on 23rd November, 1916 after Trench 

Fever. (Statement of Service form recorded he was marched into No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 22nd November, 1916 

from Harefield Hospital). 

Base Records advised Mrs E. F. Manuel, Hudson Street, Prospect, South Australia, on 18th November, 1916 that 

her husband Private William O. Manuel had been admitted to County of Middlesex War Hospital on 8th November. 

“Patient under observation severe will promptly advise if anything further received.” 

Private William Owen Manuel was Boarded on 6th December, 1916. Finding:- “Permanently unfit for General Service 

but fit for Home service.” 

Private William Owen Manuel reported sick to Sidney Hall Military Hospital, Weymouth on 21st December, 1916 from 

No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth, Dorset, England. 

 

Private William Owen Manuel died at 8.45 am on 24th December, 1916 at Sidney Hall Military Hospital, Weymouth, 

Dorset, England from double Pneumonia & Cardiac Failure. (Hospital Admissions form recorded he died at 8.35 am) 

 

Sidney Hall Military Hospital, Weymouth 
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A death for William O. Manuel, aged 46, was registered in the December quarter, 1916 in the district of  Weymouth, 

Dorset, England. 

 

Private William Owen Manuel was buried on 28th December, 1916 in Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, 

Dorset, England – Section “C” Grave 2673. 

This is now recorded by CWGC as Plot number  III. C. 2673 and he now has a Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission headstone.  

 

The Red Cross Wounded & Missing file for Private William Owen Manuel contains a request from the Red Cross on 

behalf of his wife to obtain details of the sufferings, death and burial. 

• The O.C. Military Hospital, Weymouth, wrote the following letter regarding Pte W. O. Manuel, 124, 10th 

Battalion, A.I.F. “This patient was admitted to the Sidney Hall Hospital, Weymouth on 22.12.16 suffering from 

extensive consolidation of both lungs. He stated he had been ill for 4 days prior to admission. His condition 

was exceedingly bad from the commencement and he was immediately put on the danger list. Stimulants 

and all remedied failed to relieve the patient, who rapidly sank and died of heart failure 44 hours after 

admission.” 

 

A War Pension was granted to Elizabet Florence Manuel, Hudson St, Prospect, widow of the late Private William 

Owen Manuel, (of “A” Coy. 43rd Batt” as stated on War Pension slip) in the sum of £2 per fortnight from 1st March, 1917. 

A War Pension was also granted to Ivy Jane Manuel, daughter of the late Private William Owen Manuel in the sum of 

10/- per fortnight from 1st March, 1917. 

 

Private William Owen Manuel was entitled to British War Medal & the Victory Medal. A Memorial Scroll & Memorial 

Plaque were also sent to Private Manuel’s widow – Mrs E. F. Manuel, as the closest next-of-kin. (Scroll sent  March, 

1922 & Plaque sent January, 1922). 

 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Private William Owen Manuel – service number 124, aged 45, of 

10th Battalion, Australian Infantry. He was the son of William Manuel; husband of E. F. Manuel, of 19 Hudson St., 

Prospect, South Australia.  

 

Private W. O. Manuel is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative Area 

at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 59. 
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W. O. Manuel is remembered on the National Soldiers Memorial in Adelaide. The Adelaide National War Memorial 

commemorates those from South Australia that served in the First World War. The names of those that died are 

listed inside the Memorial, which is located on the corner of North Terrace & Kintore Avenue, Adelaide. 

                     

National War Memorial – Adelaide (Photos by Bilby) 

 

The Prospect Memorial, located on Menzies Crescent, Prospect, South Australia does not list individual names. 

 

The Prospect Memorial (Photo from Monument Australia – Roger Johnson) 
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W. O. Manuel is remembered on the Prospect Roll of Honour located in Prospect RSL Hall of Memory, Wilcox 

Avenue & Menzies Crescent, Prospect, South Australia. 

 

 

Prospect Roll of Honour (State Library of South Australia PRG 280/1/18/10) 
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W. O. Manuel is remembered on the Wild Horse Plains Roll of Honor, located in Mallala Museum, Railway Avenue, 

Mallala, South Australia. 

 

Wild Horse Plains Roll of Honor (Photo from Monument Australia – Laura Parsons) 
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William O. Manual is remembered on the Dublin War Memorial, located in Pioneer Park, Port Wakefield Road, 

Dublin, South Australia. 

 

Dublin War Memorial (Photos from Monument Australia – Mary Beaven) 
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Dublin War Memorial 

 

(63  pages of  Private William Owen Manuel’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National Archives 

of Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll, Red Cross 

Wounded & Missing) & National Archives 
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(Chronicle, Adelaide, South Australia – 13 January, 1917) 

 

Newspaper Notices 

 

ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

Mrs W. O. Manuel, of Hudson-street, Prospect Park, ahs received news that her husband, Private W. O. Manuel, 

was admitted to County Middlesex Hospital on November 8 in a serious condition, but ti was not stated whether he 

was wounded or sick. 

(The Express and Telegraph, Adelaide, South Australia – 20 November, 1916) 
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THE ROLL OF HONOR 

244th CASUALTY LIST 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Seriously Sick 

124 Pte W. O. MANUEL, Prospect 

(The Advertiser, Adelaide, South Australia – 28 November, 1916) 

 

 

DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

MANUEL – On the 24th December, Private W. O. Manuel, dearly beloved husband of Elizabeth F. Manuel, Hudson-

street, Prospect, died of sickness in England. 

(The Advertiser, Adelaide, South Australia – 3 January, 1917) & (Chronicle, Adelaide, Sth Aust – 6 January, 1917) 

 

 

Local and District War Items 

Pte W. O. Manuel, formerly a resident of Border Town, has died of wounds in England. 

(The Narracoorte Herald, South Australia – 9 January, 1917) 

 

 

THE ROLL OF HONOR 

262nd CASUALTY LIST 

Died – Cause not Stated 

124 Pte W. O. MANUEL, Prospect (Dec. 24) 

(The Advertiser, Adelaide, South Australia – 12 January, 1917) 

 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL 

THE LATE PRIVATE W. O. MANUEL 

Private W. O. Manuel, who died in the Sydney Hall Military Hospital, London, on December  24, 1916, enlisted on 

December  13, 1915 and left South Australia on June 9. He left England for France on September 15, and was 

admitted to the County Middlesex Hospital on November 8. Previous to enlisting he lived at Prospect for almost two 
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years. He had been engaged in farming at Wild Horse Plains, Bordertown, and Murrayville. A widow, one son, and 

two daughters are left. 

(Chronicle, Adelaide, South Australia – 13 January, 1917) 

 

 

OUR FALLEN HEROES 

The following further deaths of members of the S.A. forces are reported:-….Pte W. O. Manuel, Prospect (Dec. 24) … 

(Southern Cross, Adelaide, South Australia – 19 January, 1917) 

 

 

HEROES OF THE GREAT WAR 

MANUEL – In memory of Private W. O. (Will) Manuel, who died in England, December 24, 1916. 

His duty nobly done. 

-Inserted by his aunt Alice and cousins, Dorrie Candy and Hilda Lynch. 

MANUEL- In loving memory of our dear husband and father, Private William Owen Manuel, who died December 24, 

1916, in England. 

Stay the current of thy tears, 

Be comforted. Why weepest thou? 

He fell a hero in the fight, 
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For King and country and the right. 

-Inserted by his loving wife and daughters. 

MANUEL – In loving memory of our dear father, Private William Owen Manuel, who died December 24, 1916, in 

England. 

You are not forgotten father dear, 

For true love never dies; 

One dearest spot on earth to us 

Is where dear father lies. 

-Inserted by his loving son and daughter-in-law, Ernest and Mary and grandchildren. 

(The Advertiser, Adelaide, South Australia – 24 December, 1917) 

 

 

HEROES OF THE GREAT WAR 

MANUEL- In loving memory of our dear father, No. 124 Private William Owen Manuel, who died of illness in hospital 

in England, December 24, 1916. 

Two years have passed, dear father, 

Your face we cannot see; 

But let this little token tell 

We still remember thee. 

-Inserted by his loving son and daughter-in-law, Ernest and Mary and grandchildren. 

(The Advertiser, Adelaide, South Australia – 24 December, 1918) & (Chronicle, Adelaide, South Australia –28 December, 1918) 

 

 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they 

wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with 

the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 ½ d 

(subject to fluctuation). 

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by 

the Australian Government.  

(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921) 

A letter from Base Records, dated 21st July, 1921, to Mrs E. F. Manuel, Hudson Street, Prospect, South Australia, 

advised that a letter from the Defence Dept. concerning an inscription on the headstone of her husband, the late No, 

124 Private W. O. Manuel, 10th Battalion, had not been answered & non-receipt of a reply within 21 days would have 

to be accepted as indicating that no further action was to be taken. 

 

Private  W. O. Manuel does have a personal inscription on his headstone. 

Thy Will Be Done 
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Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, England 

Weymouth became a depot for Australian forces in 1916 and 83 of the 147 First World War burials in Melcombe 

Regis Cemetery are of Australian servicemen; most of these graves are scattered in the old part. The 36 Second 

World War burials are in the extension. The cemetery also contains seven war graves of other nationalities and one 

non-war burial. 

(Information from CWGC) 

 

Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919 

 

Identified, front row, left to right: unidentified; Butler; 5917 Private Edgar Allan Thornell, 22nd Battalion (Bn), died 9 

August 1918; 1207 Corporal Jesse Adams Davis, 12th Bn, died 15 November 1918.  

Back row: 5329 Private Frederick Albert Archer, Anzac Provost Company, died 6 November 1918; 5990 Private 

Albert Robert Blackmore, 12th Bn, died 2 November 1918; 11099 Driver Matthew Charles Percival Nettle, 6th 

Australian Field Artillery Brigade, died 22 October 1918; 3942 Private Walter Alick Weckman, 51st Bn, died 9 

November 1918. 
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Some of the Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919 

Identified, left to right: Captain Francis Arthur Deravin, Australian Army Medical Corps, died 8 July 1917 aged 41 

years (large headstone); 138 Private Louis Nelson Matthews, 27th Battalion, 4 July 1917; 5082 Private Victor 

George Smith, 21st Battalion, died 13 November 1918. 

 

(Photo courtesy of Steve Stewart) 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2023 

 

(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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Photo of Private W. O. Manuel’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in Melcombe Regis Cemetery, 

Weymouth, Dorset, England. 

 

(Photo from Find a Grave – Janice Dennis) 
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Captain Money (left) & Private Manuel (right) (Photo courtesy of Allan Wood) 

 

 


