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Stanley Noel MARSDEN 

Stanley Noel Marsden was born at Church Street, Parramatta, New South Wales on 20th November, 1896 to 

parents Albert Edward & Emma Marsden (nee Murray).  His birth was registered in 1897. 

Stanley Noel Marsden attended Public School at Parramatta, NSW. Stanley Marsden had been an apprentice at 

Clyde Engineering Works, NSW. 

Albert Edward Palmer Marsden, father of Stanley Noel Marsden, died on 22nd March, 1916 at Parramatta, NSW. 

 

Stanley Noel Marsden was a 21 year old, single, Engineer from Parramatta, NSW when he enlisted on 30th 

November, 1917 with the Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His service number was 2628 & his religion was Church 

of England. His next of kin was listed as his mother – Mrs Emma Marsden, of 260 Church Street, Parramatta, NSW. 

Stanley Marsden stated on his Attestation Papers that he had served in Senior Cadets for 4 years & in the Militia for 

2 years & was still serving. 

Private Stanley Noel Marsden was posted to Show Ground Camp, Sydney, NSW on 3rd December, 1917 for recruit 

training. 

Private Stanley Noel Marsden was transferred to Australian Flying Corps, Laverton on 13th December, 1917 & his 

rank was to be 2nd Air Mechanic. 

Air Mechanic 2nd Class Stanley Noel Marsden embarked from Melbourne, Victoria on HMAT Ulysses (A38) on 22nd 

December, 1917 with the Australian Flying Corps, No. 2 Special Draft & disembarked at Suez on 16th January, 

1918. Air Mechanic 2nd Class Stanley Noel Marsden embarked from Port Said on HMT Leasowe Castle on 24th 

January, 1918 & disembarked at Taranto, Italy. He entrained from Taranto on 7th February, 1918 & detrained at 

Cherbourg, France on 12th February, 1918. Air Mechanic 2nd Class Stanley Noel Marsden embarked from 

Cherbourg on 12th February, 1918 & disembarked at Southampton, England on 13th February, 1918. 

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units in England.  

Air Mechanic 2nd Class Stanley Noel Marsden was marched in to A.F.C. (Australian Flying Corps) Training Depot at 

Wendover, Buckinghamshire, England on 13th February, 1918.  
 

Air Mechanic 2nd Class Stanley Noel Marsden was found dead at 6 am on 5th April, 1918 near the railway tracks 

towards Wendover, near Bacome Railway Bridge.  

An Inquest was held on 6th April, 1918 at Wendover with the following report from Sergeant F. Bryant, Bucks 

Constabulary which reads: “The Late Stanley Noel Marsden, 2 A/M/ 2628, Australian F.C. – I respectfully beg to 

report that an inquest was held by Stanley Wilkins, Esq, Coroner for this district, on the body of the above at the King 

and Queen, P.H. London Road, Wendover, at 4.30 P.M. on Saturday the 6th inst, when the jury found “That the 

deceased committed suicide whilst of unsound mind.” 

 

King and Queen Pub, Wendover (Photo by Bikeboy) 
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Proceedings of a Coroner’s Court – 2/A.M. Stanley Noel Marsden, Australian Flying Corps: 

 

 

 

 
 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2018 

 

 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2018 

 

 

 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2018 

 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2018 

 

 

 

The Casualty Form – Active Service in the Service Record file for Air Mechanic 2nd Class Stanley Noel Marsden 

recorded his death as “committed suicide whilst of unsound mind result of railway accident” then amended to 

“committed suicide whilst of unsound mind knocked down by a train at Wendover 5/4/18.” 

 

A death for Stanley N. Marsden, aged 21, was registered in the June quarter, 1918 in the district of Wycombe, 

Buckinghamshire, England. 
 

Air Mechanic 2nd Class Stanley Noel Marsden was buried at 3 pm on 9th April, 1918 in St. Mary’s Churchyard, 

Wendover, Buckinghamshire, England – South part and has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. 

From the burial report of 2nd Air Mechanic Stanley Noel Marsden - Coffin was good polished Elm.  The deceased 

soldier was accorded a Military Funeral. The coffin was draped with the Union Jack Flag. Bugler and Pallbearers 

were supplied by the A.I.F. stationed at Wendover. A party of A.F.C. members, under the command of Lieut. Frask, 
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G. N. and MacDougall, D. A. followed the remains to the Cemetery. Prior to the interment a service  was held in the 

Parish Church (St. Mary’s) by the Rev. E. F. Odling. The grave will be turfed and an oak cross will be erected by the 

A.I.F. London. Administrative Headquarters, A.I.F. London were represented at the funeral. 

 

The Red Cross Wounded & Missing file for Air Mechanic Stanley Noel Marsden contains a request from the Red 

Cross on behalf of the relatives to obtain the fullest details possible into his death. The letter states that “we are 

informed officially that it occurred accidentally at Wendover as the result of a railway accident and we should be very 

grateful for any details that you can supply so that we may reply to his relatives in New South Wales.” A reply was 

sent to the Red Cross by Lieutenant & Adjutant, A.F.C. Training Depot, Halton Camp East, Wendover which reads: 

“Officially this man was killed accidentally, but there were no eyewitnesses, and evidence points to the fact that he 

committed suicide, which was the verdict of the Coroner’s inquiry. However, I think it would be much kinder to let the 

matter stand as it is, i.e. “Accidentally killed”, don’t you ? The body was found by a plate-layer, lying in the 6 foot way 

on the line near Wendover Station. Marsden was buried in the Wendover Cemetery.” 

  

2nd Air Mechanic Stanley Noel Marsden requested in his Will dated 17th December, 1917 that the whole of his 

property and effects be given to his mother – Mrs Emma Marsden, 260 Church Street, Parramatta, NSW. 

 

Lieutenant Colonel Wallace Brown, 2nd Military District, wrote to Base Records, Melbourne, Victoria on 8th January, 

1919 to advise that “Mrs E. Marsden of 260 Church Street, Parramatta, NSW called at this Office today regarding the 

Personal effects of her son, the late No. 2628 2nd Air Mech. S. N. MARSDEN, Australian Flying Corps, who was 

killed in Railway Accident at Wendover, on the 5th April, 1918. Mrs Marsden states that she is in receipt of a letter 

from Horseferry Road, London, dated seven months ago (letter not produced) in which it was stated that the effects 

were forwarded through the Military. Will you kindly advise me if you have received any information concerning these 

effects.” 

Base Records replied to 2nd Military District on 17th January, 1919 to advise that no personal effects of the late No. 

2628 2nd Air Mech. S. N. Marsden had been received at their Office, however “a package containing the property of 

deceased was included in a consignment of effects shipped per S.S. “Barunga”, which vessel was lost at sea with all 

cargo on its way to Australia, as the result of enemy action.” 

 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Air Mechanic 2nd Class Stanley Noel Marsden – service number 

2628, aged 21, of Australian Flying Corps. He was the son of Mrs Emma Marsden, of 260 Church St., Parramatta, 

New South Wales.  

 

Air Mechanic Class II S. N. Marsden is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory 

Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 187. 
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S. N. Marsden is remembered on the Parramatta War Memorial, located in Prince Alfred Park, Church Street and 

Victoria Road, Parramatta, NSW. 

 

Parramatta War Memorial (Photos from Monument Australia) 
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S. N. Marsden is remembered on the St. John’s Anglican Cathedral Memorial Arch, located in Church Street Mall, 

Parramatta, NSW. 

 

St. John’s Anglican Cathedral Memorial Arch Parramatta (Photos by Cathy Sedgwick)  
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St. John’s Anglican Cathedral Memorial Arch Parramatta 
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St. John’s Anglican Cathedral Memorial Arch Parramatta (left side, lower panel) 
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S. N. Marsden is remembered on the Parramatta and District Great War Roll of Honour, located at the Parramatta 

Town Hall, Church Street, Parramatta, NSW. 

    

Parramatta and District Great War Roll of Honour (Photos from Register of War Memorials in NSW)  

 

(67 pages of Air Mechanic 2nd Class Stanley Noel Marsden’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at 

National Archives of Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll, Red Cross 

Wounded & Missing) & National Archives 

 

 

Air Mechanic 2nd Class Stanley Noel Marsden 
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Newspaper Notices 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

MARSDEN – Killed on active service, April 5, 1918, Private Stanley Noel Marsden (No. 2 Special Draft, Australian 

Flying Corps), 21 years, third son of Mrs and the late A. E. Marsden, of Parramatta. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 27 April, 1918) 

 

 

KILLED IN ACTION 

STANLEY MARSDEN 

The sad news has been received by Mrs A. E. Marsden that her bright young son, Stanley, has been killed. No 

further information is at present available. Stanley Marsden enlisted and joined the Royal Flying Corps in England. 

He had not, up to latest new from him, yet left England for the front, and the relatives are inclined to connect an item 

of news that appeared in Wednesday’s cables with the lad’s death. The cable reads:- “Two aeroplanes collided in 

Yorkshire when 20000 feet in the air. Three of the occupants of the machines were killed.” Private Stanley Noel 

Marsden was 22 years of age. He was, before offering his services to his country, an engineer at the Clyde works, 

where he put in five years. He enlisted on December 12 last and sailed from Melbourne for England 10 days later. 

He belonged to the No. 2 Special Draft, Australian Flying Corps, as an air mechanic. The last letter received from 

him stated that he was then preparing for his final flying test. The advice, which was received by the Rev. S. M. 

Johnstone, simply said:- “No. 2628, Private S. N. Marsden, killed. Please inform his mother, Mrs A. E. Marsden.” 

(The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, Parramatta, NSW – 27 April, 1918) 

 

 

KILLED IN ACTION 

MARSDEN – Killed on active service on April 5, 1918, Private Stanley Noel Marsden, aged 21 years, third son of Mr 

and the late A. E. Marsden, of Parramatta, NSW, cousin of Sid (on active service), Charlie and the late Roma 

Marsden. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 7 May, 1918) &  (Western Mail, Perth, Western Australia – 10 May, 1918) 

 

 

DOUBLE CASUALTY LIST 

The following are the casualties contained in the 397th and 398th Lists:_ 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

KILLED 

2 A.M. STANLEY NOEL MARSDEN, Parramatta 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 9 May, 1918) 
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IN MEMORIAM 

On Active Service 

MARSDEN – A tribute of love to the memory of my dear son and our brother, 2nd Air Mechanic Stanley Noel 

Marsden, Australian Flying Corps, accidentally killed, Wendover, Bucks, April 5, 1918. 

 Sleep on dear Stan, in that sacred spot, 

 Where flowers are strewn on a soldier’s honoured grave; 

 Your name is written in letters of love, 

 So brave and so true, 

 He ranked as one of the best, 

 That’s why God called him so soon. 

Inserted by his fond mother, and brothers and sisters 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 5 April, 1919) &  

(The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, Parramatta, NSW – 5 April, 1919) 

 

 

ROLL OF HONOR 

MARSDEN – In treasured memory of our dear son and brother, Stanley Noel, 2nd air mechanic, Australia Flying 

Corps, killed Wendover, April 5th, 1918. 

 God has him safely in His keeping, 

 Just on the other side, 

 Where flowers are strewn in sweet memories 

Inserted by his loving mother, brother and sisters. 

(The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, Parramatta, NSW – 3 April, 1920) & 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 5 April, 1920) 

 

 

PARRAMATTA SAILORS AND SOLDIERS’ WAR MEMORIAL 

The following list of names of Sailors and Soldiers, who fell in the Great War, has been prepared for placing on the 

War Memorial, now being erected, in Parramatta:- 

….. 

Air Mechanic Stanley Noel Marsden 

…. 

(The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, Parramatta, NSW – 24 March, 1923) 
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2nd Air Mechanic Stanley Noel Marsden is remembered on the family headstone in Mays Hill Cemetery, Paramatta, 

New South Wales.  

 

Mays Hill Cemetery (Photo by David Coleman) 

 

(Find a Grave – Frangipani) 
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Albert Edward Palmer Marsden & Emmie Marsden 
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(Photo from Find a Grave – LAH2041) 
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they 

wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with 

the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 ½ d 

(subject to fluctuation). 

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by 

the Australian Government.  

(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921) 

 

2nd Air Mechanic S. N. Marsden does have a personal inscription on his headstone. 

Nearer My God To Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Churchyard, Wendover, Buckinghamshire, England 

St. Mary’s Churchyard, Wendover contains 9 Commonwealth War Graves – only one from World War 1 & eight from 

World War 2. 
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The Lych-gate at St. Mary’s Churchyard, Wendover (Photo by julia&keld) 

 

St. Mary’s Churchyard, Wendover (Photo by julia&keld) 
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Photo of 2nd Air Mechanic S. N. Marsden’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in St. Mary’s 

Churchyard, Wendover, Buckinghamshire, England. 

 

 

(Photo by FamilyHistory Addict – Find a Grave) 

 

 

 

 

 


