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Donald Kintore McCUSPIE

Donald MacCuspie was born at Mount Shank, South Australia on 15th October, 1889 to parents John & Catherine
MacCuspie (nee Brown). His birth was registered in district of Grey, South Australia.

John MacCuspie, father of Donald Kintore MacCupsie, died on 25th May, 1892 at Port MacDonnell, South Australia.

The 1916 & 1917 Australian Electoral Rolls for the division of Flinders, subdivision of Dandenong, Victoria recorded
Donald Kintore McCuspie , Labourer from Dandenong.

Donald Kintore McCuspie was a 24 year old, single, Labourer when he enlisted on 8th September, 1914 at
Broadmeadows, Victoria with the Australian Imperial Force (A.l.F.). His religion was Presbyterian & his next of kin
was listed as his brother — N. McCuspie, of Nelson, Victoria.

Private Donald Kintore McCuspie was posted to 3rd Reinforcements of 8th Battalion.

Private Donald Kintore McCuspie, Service number 1591, embarked from Melbourne, Victoria on HMAT Runic (A54)
on 19th February, 1915 with the 8th Infantry Battalion, 3rd Reinforcements.

Mrs K. MacCuspie, Glenelg Bridge, Nelson, Victoria, wrote to Base Records on 21st August, 1915 with the following
letter: “My son enlisted at Broadmeadows, about the end of the year 1914. |'ve never heard from or about him.
Would it be asking you too much, if you could secure his present address & send it on to me, or address when
leaving Broadmeadows. As far as | know his first address 1/D 8/10 No. 1591 Donald MacCuspie 8th Battalion A.I.F.
Company 3rd Reinforcement.”

Base Records replied to Mrs K. MacCuspie on 11th October, 1915 advising the present postal address was “No.
1591 Private D. K. MacCuspie, 8th Battalion (3rd Rfts), 2nd Infantry Brigade, 1st Australian Division, Alexandria,

Egypt.”

Private Donald Kintore McCuspie proceeded from Base Details at Zeitoun on 20th October, 1915 to join M.E.F.
(Mediterranean Expeditionary Force) with Draft. He joined 8th Battalion at Anzac on 23rd November, 1915 from 7th
Reinforcements.

Private Donald Kintore McCuspie disembarked at Alexandria on 7th January, 1916 from Empress of Britain (after the
evacuation of Gallipoli).

Private Donald Kintore McCuspie was to be Lance Corporal from 7th February, 1916 while posted with 8th Battalion
at Serapeum.

8th Battalion

The 8th Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AlIF during the First World War. Like the 5th, 6th
and 7th Battalions, it was recruited from Victoria and, together with these battalions, formed the 2nd Brigade.
.....The battalion served at ANZAC until the evacuation in December......

(Extract of Battalion information from the Australian War Memorial)

Lance Corporal Donald Kintore McCuspie was transferred to 60th Battalion from 8th Battalion & was taken on
strength of 60th Battalion at Serapeum on 24th February, 1916.

Lance Corporal Donald Kintore McCuspie embarked from Alexandria on 19th June, 1916 on Kinfauns Castle to join
B.E.F. (British Expeditionary Force). He disembarked at Marseilles, France on 29th June, 1916.

Lance Corporal Donald Kintore McCuspie was reported wounded in action in France on 19th July, 1916. He was
admitted to 1st Convalescent Depot on 21st July, 1916 with a wounded Forearm & discharged to Base Details on
24th July, 1916. Lance Corporal McCuspie was taken on strength of 5th Divisional Base Depot in France on 25th
July, 1916.
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60th Battalion

The 60th Battalion was raised in Egypt on 24 February 1916 as part of the "doubling” of the AIF. Half of its recruits
were Gallipoli veterans from the 8th Battalion, and the other half, fresh reinforcements from Australia. The majority of
both groups were Victorians. The new battalion formed part of the 15th Brigade of the 5th Australian Division.

Having only arrived in France on 28 June, the 60th became embroiled in its first major battle on the Western Front on
19 July, without the benefit of an introduction to the trenches in a "quiet" sector. The battle of Fromelles was a
disaster for the battalion. In a single day, it was virtually wiped out, suffering 757 casualties. These losses meant the
battalion saw little further offensive action in 1916.......

(Extract of Battalion information from the Australian War Memorial)

War Diary — 60th Battalion

Trenches on Fromelles Front — 19th July, 1916:

Coy Cmdrs and all other available officers received final instructions re assault at Batn. Hdqtrs at 10 am.

Zero time 11 am. Head of battalion moved past Brigade Hqtrs at 1.30 and marched via V.C. Sap to front line
trenches under heavy enemy artillery bombardment. Friendly artillery very heavily bombarding enemy trenches.
Battalion established in front line trench by 4.20, Lewis guns excepted. A few casualties having occurred, some
serious. Battalion scaled parapet and advanced in four waves, the first wave leaving at 6.45, the last at 7. Each wave
advanced under very heavy artillery, machine gun and rifle fire, suffering very heavy casualties. Advance continued
to within 90 yards of enemy trenches. The attack was held up, although it is believed some few of the battalion
entered enemy trenches. During the night 19/20 a few stragglers, wounded and unwounded, returned to our
trenches.

(Extract of War Diary from the Australian War Memorial)

Lance Corporal Donald Kintore McCuspie was taken on strength of 60th Battalion on 18th August, 1916 from 5th
Divisional Base Depot. He was promoted to Sergeant on 18th August, 1916.

Base Records advised Mr K. McCuspie, Nelson, Victoria, listed as next-of-kin of “Private” D. K. McCuspie, had been
reported wounded.

Sergeant Donald Kintore McCuspie reported sick on 9th November, 1916 in the Field with 60th Battalion. He was
admitted to 8th General Hospital at Rouen, France on 11th November, 1916 & embarked for England on 12th
November, 1916 on West Australian with Myalgia.

Sergeant Donald Kintore McCuspie was admitted to 2nd Southern General Hospital, Bristol, England on 15th
November, 1916 with Myalgia — slight. He was transferred to 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on 28th
November, 1916 from 2nd Southern General Hospital. Sergeant McCuspie was discharged from 3rd Australian
Auxiliary Hospital on 1st December, 1916 to Weymouth.

Sergeant Donald Kintore McCuspie was posted to No. 2 Australian Command Depot, Weymouth, Dorset on 1st
December, 1916. On 2nd December, 1916 the following was reported “Shell has pains R leg and limps.” On 13th
December, 1916 Sergeant McCuspie was medically classified as B1 A Grade 1 (temporarily unfit for Service).

Sergeant Donald Kintore McCuspie died at 4.20 pm on 28th December, 1916 at No. 2 Australian Command Depot
(Hut Hospital, Monte Video), Weymouth, Dorset, England from Pneumonia. The ‘Report of Death of a Soldier” (Army
Form B. 2090) recorded he had died at Hut 80, Monte Video Camp, No. 2 Australian Command Depot. (Note: A
Hospital Admission Card recorded that “Private” D. K. McCuspie, 1591, 60th Battalion was admitted to Hut 80 Hospital on 25th
December, 1916 & discharged to Sidney Hall Hospital on 26th December, 1916.)

The Officer Commanding, No. 2 Command Depot, Weymouth, sent a Telegram to Administrative Headquarters,
London, Australian Imperial Force on 28th December, 1916 at 3.30 pm advising that “1591 Sergeant D. K.
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McCuspie, 60th Battalion A.l.F. lying in Camp Hospital dangerously ill with Pneumonia. AAA Next of kin Mother Mrs
A. J. McCuspie, Scorsby St., Hamilton, Victoria AAA Aunt of Sister Mrs Z. P, lldreth 83 Abbeysville Rd, Clapham
Park, London S.W. Please inform all relatives accordingly...”

A Telegram was sent from Administrative Headquarters, London, Australian Imperial Force on 29th December, 1916
to Mrs Hildreth, 84 Abbeysville Rd, Clapham Park, advising of the death of 1591 Sergeant Donald McCuspie.

A death for Donald K. McCuspie, aged 26, was registered in the December quarter, 1916 in the district of
Weymouth, Dorset, England.

Sergeant Donald Kintore McCuspie was buried on 30th December, 1916 in Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth,
Dorset, England — Section C Grave No. 2677.

This is now recorded by CWGC as Plot number Ill. C. 2677 and he now has a Commonwealth War Graves
Commission headstone.

Private Donald Kintore McCuspie requested in his Will, extracted from A.B. 64, dated 9th March, 1915: “In the event
of my death | give the while of my property & effects to my Mother Katherine McCuspie of Nelson, Victoria.”

An urgent Telegram was sent from Nelson, Victoria on 3rd January, 1917 advising “Parents relatives of D. K.
McCuspie 1591 now reside Scoresby St, Hamilton.”

A War Pension was granted to Katherine MacCuspie, Hamilton, widowed mother of the late Donald Kintore
McCuspie, in the sum of £2 per fortnight from 2nd March, 1917.

Several packages containing the personal effects of the late Sergeant Donald Kintore McCuspie were sent to
Norman McCuspie, brother, Nelson, Victoria.

Sergeant Donald Kintore McCuspie was entitled to 1914/15 Star, British War Medal & the Victory Medal. A Memorial
Scroll & Memorial Plaque were also sent to Sergeant McCuspie’s mother — Mrs K. McCuspie, as the closest next-of-
kin. (Scroll sent July, 1921 & Plaque sent August, 1922).

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Sergeant Donald Kintore McCuspie — service number 1591, of
60th Battalion, Australian Infantry. No family details are listed.

Sergeant D. K. McCuspie is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative
Area at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 170.

Roll Of Honour WW1 Australian War Memorial Canberra, Australia
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(87 pages of Sergeant Donald Kintore McCuspie’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National
Archives of Australia website).

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll) & National
Archives

—— - O —

Newspaper Notices

262ND OFFICIAL LIST
DIED OF ILLNESS
VICTORIA

Sgt McCuspie, D. K., Nelson

(The Ballarat Courier, Victoria — 12 January, 1917)

CASUALTIES - The following district names appear in the latest casualty lists:- Died of illness Sergeant D. K.
McCuspie, Nelson.....

(Portland Guardian, Victoria — 15 January, 1917)

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they
wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with
the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3% d
(subject to fluctuation).

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by
the Australian Government.
(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921)

Sergeant Donald Kintore McCuspie does not have a personal inscription on his headstone.
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Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, England

Weymouth became a depot for Australian forces in 1916 and 83 of the 147 First World War burials in Melcombe
Regis Cemetery are of Australian servicemen; most of these graves are scattered in the old part. The 36 Second
World War burials are in the extension. The cemetery also contains seven war graves of other nationalities and one

non-war burial.

(Information from CWGC)

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919

D00333

Identified, front row, left to right: unidentified; Butler; 5917 Private Edgar Allan Thornell, 22nd Battalion (Bn), died 9

August 1918; 1207 Corporal Jesse Adams Davis, 12th Bn, died 15 November 1918.

Back row: 5329 Private Frederick Albert Archer, Anzac Provost Company, died 6 November 1918; 5990 Private
Albert Robert Blackmore, 12th Bn, died 2 November 1918; 11099 Driver Matthew Charles Percival Nettle, 6th
Australian Field Artillery Brigade, died 22 October 1918; 3942 Private Walter Alick Weckman, 51st Bn, died 9

November 1918.
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL . ) s 000332
Some of the Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919

Identified, left to right: Captain Francis Arthur Deravin, Australian Army Medical Corps, died 8 July 1917 aged 41
years (large headstone); 138 Private Louis Nelson Matthews, 27th Battalion, 4 July 1917; 5082 Private Victor
George Smith, 21st Battalion, died 13 November 1918.

(Photo courtesy of Steve Stewart)
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Australians in Weymouth
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Australians in Weymouth
What was life like for the Australians?
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart)
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Photo of Serjeant D. K. McCuspie’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in Melcombe Regis
Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, England.

(Photo courtesy of Allan Wood)
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