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Lest We Forget

World War 1

1725 SERJEANT

A. A. MCLEARY

AUST. FIELD ARTILLERY

2ND MARCH, 1919 Age 26

In The World
Ye Shall Have Tribulation
But In Me
Ye Shall Have Peace
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Alexander Allan McLEARY

Alexander Allan McLeary was born at Fassiefern, near Ipswich, Queensland on 28th July, 1892 to parents Samuel &
Isabella Jane McLeary (nee Kelly).

The 1913 Australian Electoral Roll for the division of Brisbane, subdivision of Brisbane North, Queensland recorded
Alexander Allan McLeary, Soldier, of Victoria Barracks, Petrie Terrace.

Alexander Allan McLeary was a 22 year old, single, Butcher from Tina Street, Beaudesert, Queensland when he
enlisted in Brisbane, Queensland on 6th September, 1914 with the Australian Imperial Force (A.l.F.). His service
number was 1725 & his religion was Presbyterian. His next of kin was listed as Samuel McLeary, Beaudesert,
Queensland. Alexander Allan McLeary stated on his Attestation Papers that he had served for 3 years with 15th
Australia Light Horse at Bowen.

Alexander Allan McLeary was posted to 7th Battery Field Artillery, Australian Imperial Force on 6th September, 1914
with the rank of Driver.

Driver Alexander Allan McLeary embarked from Brisbane, Queensland on HMAT Rangatira (A22) on 25th
September, 1914 with the 3rd Field Artillery Brigade, 7th Battery.

Driver Alexander Allan McLeary joined M.E.F. (Mediterranean Expeditionary Force) on 4th April, 1915.

Driver Alexander Allan McLeary reverted to the rank of Gunner on 12th August, 1915 with 3rd F.A.B. (Field Artillery
Brigade) while posted at Gallipoli Peninsula as punishment for “Conduct to the prejudice of good order & military
discipline.”

Gunner Alexander Allan McLeary was posted as a deserter by a Court of Inquiry on 7th September, 1915 at
Zateriah, Alexandria. According to details recorded on his Attestation Papers he was granted a free pardon.

Gunner Alexander Allan McLeary disembarked from Novian at Alexandria on 22nd December, 1915 from Gallipoli
Peninsula.

Gunner Alexander Allan McLeary was written up on 24th January, 1916 while at Tel-el-Kebir Camp for (1) While in
midday stables, leaving the lines without permission (2) Absenting himself from evening stables. This was
admonished.

Gunner Alexander Allan McLeary was written up on 22nd February, 1916 while at Tel-el-Kebir Camp for being
Absent without leave from 12 noon 19th February, 1916 to 8 pm on 22nd February, 1916. He was awarded 4 days
F.P. (Field Punishment) No. 2 & forfeited 8 days’ pay.

Gunner Alexander Allan McLeary proceeded to join B.E.F. (British Expeditionary Force) from Alexandria on 23rd
March, 1916 & disembarked at Marseilles, France on 29th March, 1916.

Gunner Alexander Allan McLeary was Absent without leave from 6 pm Parade while in France on 30th March, 1916.
He forfeited 5 days’ pay.

Gunner Alexander Allan McLeary was wounded in action in France on 5th August, 1916. He was admitted to 1st
Anzac Rest Station on 5th August, 1916 with shrapnel wounds to left leg. Gunner McLeary was discharged to duty
on 11th August, 1916 & rejoined 7th Battery from Hospital on 13th August, 1916.

Alexander Allan McLeary was listed as Gunner with 3rd Field Artillery Brigade (no date until 21st August, 1916).

Gunner Alexander Allan McLeary was promoted to Bombardier (Temp) on 22nd August, 1916 with 3rd Field Artillery
Brigade.

Bombardier (Temp) Alexander Allan McLeary was promoted to Bombardier on 5th October, 1916.
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Bombardier Alexander Allan McLeary was sent to 3rd Casualty Clearing Station on 7th October, 1916 with Jaundice.
He was transferred & admitted to D.R.S. on 7th October, 1916 then transferred to 3rd Canadian Casualty Station on
8th October, 1916 with Catarrh Jaundice. Bombardier McLeary was transferred to Hazelrouch on 8th October &
Discharged from 12th Casualty Clearing Station on 20th October, 1916.

Bombardier Alexander Allan McLeary was admitted to 21st Casualty Clearing Station with Jaundice & transferred to
31 Ambulance Train on 26th October, 1916. He was admitted to 22nd General Hospital at Camiers, France on 27th
October, 1916 with Jaundice (serious). Bombardier McLeary embarked for England from Calais in Hospital Ship Stad
Antwerpen on 3rd November, 1916.

Bombardier Alexander Allan McLeary was admitted to Dunsdale (V.A.D.) Hospital, Westerham, Kent on 3rd
November, 1916 with Jaundice. He was discharged on 5th January, 1917 & transferred & admitted to 1st Auxiliary
Hospital, Harefield on 6th January, 1917 with jaundice. Bombardier McLeary was discharged to Perham Downs,
Wiltshire on 10th January, 1917.

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units in England &
convalescing was also completed in these training camps. Some of these were located in the Salisbury Plain &
surrounding areas in the county of Wiltshire.

Bombardier Alexander Allan McLeary was posted to 3rd Field Artillery Brigade on 24th January, 1917.

Bombardier Alexander Allan McLeary was marched in to No. 1 Command Depot, Perham Downs, Wiltshire from
furlo on 26th January, 1917. He was medically classified as B1 A (temporarily unfit for active service).

Bombardier Alexander Allan McLeary was marched out to R.B.A.A. (Reserve Brigade Australian Artillery) at Larkhill,
Wiltshire on 17th February, 1917 from No. 1 Command Depot, Perham Downs.

Bombardier Alexander Allan McLeary proceeded overseas to France from R.B.A.A. (Reserve Brigade Australian
Artillery) at Larkhill, via Folkestone on 20th March, 1917.

Bombardier Alexander Allan McLeary was marched in to A.G.B.D. (Australian General Base Depot) at Etaples,
France from England on 21st March, 1917.

Bombardier Alexander Allan McLeary was posted to 1st D.A.C. (Divisional Artillery Column) from 3rd F.A.B. in
France on 14th April, 1917. He was struck off attached strength on transfer back to 3rd F.A.B. on 21st April, 1917 &
rejoined his Unit on 21st April, 1917.

Bombardier Alexander Allan McLeary was promoted to Temporary Corporal on 22nd September, 1917 with 3rd Field
Artillery Brigade in Belgium — vice No. 703518 Corporal A. Lock promoted.

Temporary Corporal Alexander Allan McLeary was on leave to England from 28th September, 1917 & rejoined from
leave on 12th October, 1917.

Temporary Corporal Alexander Allan McLeary was promoted to Corporal on 15th November, 1917 — vice No. 21036
Sergeant Knox evacuated.

Corporal Alexander Allan McLeary was promoted to Temporary Sergeant on 15th November, 1917.

Temporary Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary was promoted to Sergeant on 15th November, 1917 with 3rd Field
Artillery Brigade.

Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary was transferred to R.B.A.A. (Reserve Brigade Australian Artillery) on 26th
January, 1918. He was attached for duty with Permanent Cadre of R.B.A.A. at Heytesbury, Wiltshire, England on
29th January, 1918.

Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary was detached from attached duty with Permanent Cadre of R.B.A.A. at
Heytesbury on 29th June, 1918. He proceeded overseas to France via Southampton on 30th June, 1918 from
R.B.AA.

Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary was marched in to A.G.B.D. (Australian General Base Depot) at Havre, France
on 1st July, 1918. He was marched out to his Unit on 3rd July, 1918 & rejoined his Unit in France on 8th July, 1918.
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Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary was wounded in action (2nd occasion) on 10th September, 1918 in France. He
was admitted to 41st Casualty Clearing Station on 10th September, 1918 with shrapnel wounds to head. He was
transferred to Ambulance Train 16 on 24th September, 1918 & admitted to 9th U.S. General Hospital at Rouen,
France on 27th September, 1918. Sergeant McLeary was invalided to UK on Hospital Ship Essequibo on 27th
September, 1918.

Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary was admitted to 1st London General Hospital, Camberwell, England on 28th
September, 1918 with shrapnel wounds to head - severe. He was reported as dangerously & seriously ill.

Mr S. McLeary, Beaudesert, Queensland, father of Sergeant Alexander McLeary was advised by Base Records on
31st October, 1918 that Sergeant A. A. McLeary was “admitted to 1st London General Hospital, Camberwell,
England on 28/9/18, suffering from gunshot wound head, severe. You already know that he is progressing
favourably.”

Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary, who had previously been reported as convalescing, was reported as
dangerously ill on 10th December, 1918.

Mr S. McLeary, Beaudesert, Queensland, father of Sergeant Alexander McLeary was advised by Base Records that
his son was “dangerously ill tenth December further progress report expected.” Another communication was sent on
22nd January, 1919 that “Sergeant Alexander McLeary condition slightly improved.”

Mr S. McLeary, Beaudesert, Queensland, father of Sergeant Alexander McLeary was advised by Base Records on
8th February, 1919 that “Sergeant Alexander McLeary progressing favourably.”

Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary died at 6. 5 pm on 2nd March, 1919 at 1st London General Hospital, Camberwell,
England from wounds received in action - shrapnel wounds to head.

A death for Alexander A. McLeary, aged 26, was registered in the March quarter, 1919 in the district of Lambeth,
Greater London, England.

Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary was buried on 7th March, 1919 in St. Mary’s Churchyard, Westerham, Kent,
England — Plot number A. 38 and has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. From the burial report
of Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary - Coffin was polished EIm. The deceased soldier was accorded a full Military
funeral, Firing Party, Bugler and Pallbearers being in attendance. The coffin was draped with the Australian Flag and
conveyed to the graveside, surmounted by many beautiful wreaths — 7th Battery, A.F.A. A.l.F., Lt & Mrs Laird Busk,
Douglas & Arthur Busk, Mrs G. Hurrey, Parents and Sisters & Brothers, Mrs C. A. Joy, Beech House Hospital,
Dunsdale Hospital, and may others. The “Last Post” was sounded at the graveside, and the burial service conducted
by the Chap Rev. W. Lloyd Shannon O.B.E., of the A.l.LF. Headquarters, London. A.l.F. Headquarters, London were
represented at the funeral.

Names of Relatives & Friends present at the Funeral — Lieutenant & Mrs Laird Busk, Sister Cross, Sergeant McLean,
A.lLF., Mr Wellar & Mrs Aclworth, Mrs Oldrey, Miss Robinson, Mrs Wilkins, Mrs Baker, Miss Beresford, Mrs Brown,
Miss Hooker, Miss S. Robinson, Mrs Remnant, Mr E. Jenner and about 60 local people were present at the funeral.

Bombardier Alexander Allan McLeary did not wish to make a Will — dated 27th July, 1917.

Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary was entitled to 1914/15 Star, British War Medal & the Victory Medal. A Memorial
Scroll & Memorial Plaque were also sent to Sergeant McLeary’s father — Mr S. McLeary, as the closest next-of-kin.
(Scroll & Plaque sent August, 1923).

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary — service number 1725, aged
26, of 3rd A.F.A. Bde., Australian Field Artillery. He was the son of Samuel and Isabella McLeary, of Flinders,
Fassiefern Line, Queensland.
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A. A. McLeary is remembered on the Beaudesert War Memorial, located at Brisbane & William Streets, Beaudesert,

Queensland.
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Beaudesert War Memaorial (Photos from Monument Australia)
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Sergeant A. A, McLeary is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative
Area at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 13.

Roll Of Honour WW1 Australian War Memorial Canberra, Australia

Ivy Jane Naylor (nee McLeary), of Marcus Street, Surat, Queensland, sister of the late Sergeant Alexander Allan
McLeary, wrote to Officer in Charge, Central Army Records, Melbourne in July, 1967 stating she was the sole
survivor of the family of the late No. 1725 Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary & was requesting the Commemorative
Gallipoli Medallion & Lapel Badge.

(84 pages of Sergeant Alexander Allan McLeary’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National
Archives of Australia website).

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll,) & National
Archives

Newspaper Notices

SERGT. A. A. MCcLEARY

Mrs S. McLeary, Beaudesert, has been informed officially that her son, Sergt. A. A. McLeary, has been admitted to
the 1st London General Hospital, Camberwell, England, suffering from gunshot wound in the head, severe. Sergt.
McLeary is now progressing favourably. It will be remembered that Sergt. McLeary was wounded during the heavy
fighting in France in September last.

(The Beaudesert Times, Queensland — 8 November, 1918)

ROLL OF HONOUR
166 Queenslanders Included
Casualty list No. 440 was issued......

WOUNDED
Sgt. A. A. McLeary, Beaudesert, 2nd occ.

(The Telegraph, Brisbane, Queensland — 9 November, 1918)
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MILITARY FUNERAL

On Friday afternoon, by the kind permission of the Vicar of Westerham and the Military Authorities, a military funeral
of a gallant Australian took place here. The young man had been all through the war, having taken part in the
Dardenelles and Gallipoli campaigns, and having been wounded in France, was sent to Dunsdale Hospital,
Westerham, in 1916. He made many friends, and was popular with all parties.

Returning to France, he took part in most of the serious fighting that took place. Last September he was resting in a
dugout when a shell burst, wounding him in the temple. He was removed to England, and was in hospital at
Bronsbury, where he passed away on March 2nd.

The body was brought to Westerham (where he had spent some happy times) on Thursday, and was placed in the
Church for the night. On Friday a firing party and bearers of the Australian Forces came down by rail, under the
charge of Warrant Officer Walter J. M. Sedgley, West Australian Headquarters, London, and the splendid way in
which they carried out their painful duties was very marked. The service was conducted by Senior Chaplain the Rev.
W. Floyd Shampson, and was attended by many of the nurses who served at Westerham, and Mr and Mrs Buck,
besides many of the inhabitants of Westerham.

The coffin was covered with the Union Jack, and many beautiful wreaths were also sent. The breast-plate stated:
"Alexander Allen McLeary, 31st Brigade, A.F.A., died March 2nd, 1919, aged 26." After the service the usual three
rounds were fired and the "Last Post" sounded, Mr Benson, of Keswick Studely, took photos of the grave. We hear
that he had lost a brother in France, and another has been wounded. — Australian papers, please copy.

(Sevenoaks Chronicle, Kent, England — 14 March, 1919)

ROLL OF HONOUR
The following is a list of recruits from the Beaudesert district who have joined the Queensland Expeditionary Forces.
DIED OF WOUNDS

McLeary, Allen

(The Beaudesert Times, Queensland — 25 April, 1919)

A HERO OF GALLIPOLI

THE LATE SERGEANT McLEARY
MILITARY FUNERAL AT WESTERHAM
(“The Westerham Herald,” England)

No more fitting epitaph could be written of the late Sgt. A. A. McCleary (7th Battery, A.F.A.) than: "He was an Anzac."
Answering the call to patriotism, he was amongst the first of those brave sons of Australia to offer their lives in the
service of the Motherland.

Landing in Egypt his battery was soon afterwards drafted to Gallipoli, where their deeds immortalised. them for all
time. He was bitterly disappointed at being left behind to look after the horses, as he was then a driver. With that
element of romance that quickens to action, he and two of his comrades smuggled themselves on board a boat and
landed on the peninsula. His elder brother was serving in the Australian Light Horse, and finding him, he stayed with
him for a day or two, then suddenly appeared in the midst of his own battery, to their great astonishment.

The authorities inflicted punishment for breach of discipline, which to his delight took the form of making him a
gunner, the ardent wish of his heart.
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He went through the furious fighting of the Gallipoli operations without a scratch, and earned the rights to be named
with those heroes—-the “Anzacs.” Transferred to France he again saw fighting and was wounded. Recovering, his
health was, however, impaired by the hardships he had undergone, and he subsequently fell ill.

In the early autumn of 1916 he made the acquaintance of Westerham, as a patient at Dunsdale V.A. D. Hospital.
There he endeared himself to the staff and all with whom he came in contact. He was of a lovable character with the
buoyant spirits of youth, the life and soul of the patients, and their mentor in the example he set in strictly observing
the rules of the hospital. He was looked upon by the staff as the “Guard” of the establishment to whom any refractory
patient was kindly referred, and always with the happiest results.

With regret to both patients and staff, he had to leave to resume his military duties. After a long spell of duty in
France he was sent to Woolwich in 1918 for a special course in artillery, and passed his examination with distinction,
obtaining 96 per cent marks. Promoted to Instructor he was for a time attached to one of the Australian camps, and
was able to frequently visit Westerham and his friends. He always spoke of the town as his “English home,” so dear
had it and the happy associations become.

The critical period of June 1918 on the Western front when the Germans were making their final desperate attempt
to break through, called every available man there and Sergeant McLeary was sent over to rejoin his battery. He was
in the thick of the hottest fights, and wrote home to his friends that he never felt so fit in his life.

On September 10th engaged in the fiercest fighting his battery was being severely shelled, and the men received
orders to seek a more sheltered place. Sergt. McLeary went into a comrade's dugout and sat on the bed. A shell
from the enemy burst in the dug-out and he received a dangerous skull wound over the left temple.

He was treated for three weeks at a casualty clearing station in France and then sent to the First London General
Hospital, afterwards taken to Beech House, Hospital, Brondesbury, and then again to the First Loudon General
Hospital, where in spite of the skill of the surgeon and care of the nursing staff he passed away on the 2nd of March.

He was only 26 years of age, of splendid physique, and bore his sufferings with fortitude, never complaining, and
always with a smile, thanked those who ministered to him.

It was a tragic wound for Sergt. McLeary for had he escaped, a week later be would have sailed with the other
Anzacs for Australia on home leave. And within two months the Armistice was signed ending all fighting!

THE FUNERAL

With the kind permission of the Vicar, and by arrangement with the Australian Military Authorities, the funeral was
allowed to take place at Westerham, where Sergt. McLeary had passed so many happy hours.

The body was brought from London on Thursday, and the coffin, covered with the Australian flag and many beautiful
flowers, rested in St. Mary's Church for the night.

With full military honours the burial took place on Friday 7th. The chief mourners were: Lt. J. Laird Busk, 1st V.B.R W
K. Regt., Mrs Busk, Sister Cross and Mrs Oldrey (formerly of Dunsdale), and his chum Sergt. H. Maclean, also of the
7th Battery, A.F.A.

Amongst those present were: Mrs Acworth, Miss Beresford, Mrs Lewis, Mrs E. Jenner, Mrs A. Weller, Miss S.
Robinson, Miss K. Hooker, Miss D. Robinson, Mrs Baker, Mrs F. G. Remnant, Mrs Brown, Mrs Wilkins, and Mr J. A.
Hughes (representing former staff at Dunsdale), Rev. and Mrs S. Le Mesurier, Miss Streatfeild, Mrs Bushell, Mrs
Hatherall, Miss Burton, etc.

The service was impressively conducted by one of the Chaplains of the Australian Forces, the Rev. W. Floyd
Shannon, O.B.F. Mr Claud Hunter, of Sevenoaks, who presided at the organ, reverently played “Prelude” (Atkan),
and “Andantino” (Salome).

Deeply moving was the rendering of those beautiful hymns, “Fight the good Fight” and “Lead kindly Light.” At the
conclusion of the service the Nunc Dimittis was chanted as the body was borne from the Church.

The last tributes of respect b yhis comrades were paid at the graveside, three volleys being fired by the firing party,
and the “Last Post” sounded by Bugler M. J. Harvey.

Warrant Officer W. J. M. Sedgley was in charge of the burial party, and Sergt. J. Mercer in charge of the Guard from
the Australian Headquarters, London.
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Floral tributes were sent from the following:—For our dear Jock, his loving parents, sisters and brother; No. 1725
Sgt. A. A. McLeary comrades of the 7th battery, A.F.A. ; with much sympathy, Matron and staff at Beech House
hospital, Brondesbury; “In sacred sleep they rest; say not of brave men that they die,” Mr and Mrs Busk ; for dear
Jock, his little friends, Douglas and Arthur Busk; with deep sympathy, Mrs Charles A. Joy ; in affectionate
remembrance, Mr and Mrs Cecil P. Oldrey; in remembrance, friends at Dunsdale Hospital V.A.D. Kent 38;
remembrance and regrets, Mrs George Flurry ; for Allen, his friend, M. O’Shannassy. — Westerham “Herald.”

(The Beaudesert Times, Queensland — 1 August, 1919)

™

=

5

.-!;--

Alexander Allan McLeary (Photo with permission of Annie Goodsell)
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Allan McLeary is included on a headstone with his sisters - Ruby McLeary & Mabel Sheridan in Beaudesert
Cemetery, Queensland.

(Photo by Jeff Muir)
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(Photos from Find a Grave)

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they
wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with
the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 %2 d
(subject to fluctuation).

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by
the Australian Government.
(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921)

A letter from Base Records, dated 26th July, 1921, to Mr S. McLeary, Flinders, Fassifern Line, Queensland, advised
that a letter from the Defence Dept. concerning an inscription on the headstone of his son, the late Sergeant A. A.
McLeary, had not been answered & non-receipt of a reply within 21 days would have to be accepted as indicating
that no further action was to be taken.

Serjeant A. A. McLeary does have a personal inscription on his headstone.
In The World Ye Shall Have Tribulation But In Me Ye Shall Have Peace
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St. Mary’s Churchyard, Westerham, Kent, England

St. Mary’s Churchyard, Westerham contains 12 Commonwealth War Graves — 8 from World War 1 & 4 from World
War 2.
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Photo of Serjeant A. A. McLeary’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in St. Mary’s Churchyard,
Westerham, Kent, England.

(Photo courtesy of Neil Bright)
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