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Naseby Welford PALMER 

Naseby Welford Palmer was born at Maryborough, Victoria in 1897 to parents William Henry & Emily Palmer (nee 

Morcom).   

William Henry Palmer, father of Naseby Welford Palmer, died on 3rd January, 1916 at Maryborough, Victoria. 

   

Naseby Welford Palmer was an 18 year old, single, Painter from Holyrood Street, Maryborough, Victoria when he 

enlisted in Melbourne, Victoria on 1st February, 1916 with the Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His religion was 

Church of England & his next of kin was listed as his mother – Mrs Emily Palmer, Holyrood Street, Maryborough, 

Victoria. Naseby Palmer stated on his Attestation Papers that he had served with 73rd Battalion Citizen Forces (4 

days?) at Maryborough & had served with Senior Cadets for 3 years. 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer was posted to 22nd Depot Battalion at Royal Park on 15th February, 1916 for recruit 

training. He was transferred to Seymour on 26th February, 1916 & posted to 8th Depot Light Horse. Private Palmer 

was transferred on 5th April, 1916 to 13th Reinforcements of 21st Battalion at Seymour. He was transferred to 13th 

Reinforcements of 21st Battalion at Broadmeadows on 4th May, 1916. 

Private Naseby Wilfred (middle name as per Embarkation Roll) Palmer, Service number 5065, embarked from 

Melbourne, Victoria on HMAT Ayrshire (A33) on 3rd July, 1916 with the 6th Infantry Brigade, 21st Infantry Battalion, 

13th Reinforcements. He was admitted to Ship’s Hospital on 27th July, 1916 with Influenza & was discharged on 

31st July, 1916. Private Palmer disembarked at Plymouth, England on 2nd September, 1916. 

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units in England. 

Some of these were located in the Salisbury Plain & surrounding areas in the county of Wiltshire. 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer was taken on strength of 6th Training Battalion in England on 3rd September, 1916. 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer proceeded overseas to France via Folkestone on 12th November, 1916 on S.S. 

Victoria from 6th Training Battalion. He was marched in to 2nd A.D.B.D. (Australian Divisional Base Depot) at 

Etaples, France on 13th November, 1916. Private Palmer joined 21st Battalion in France on 22nd November, 1916 

from Reinforcements. 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer reported sick on 27th January, 1917. He was admitted to 4th Australian Field 

Ambulance then transferred on 30th January, 1917 to Convalescent Rest Station with Scabies. Private Palmer was 

discharged to duty on 6th February, 1917 & rejoined his Battalion in France on 7th February, 1917. 
 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer was wounded in action in France on 11th February, 1917. He was admitted to 45th 

Casualty Clearing Station on 14th February, 1917 with shrapnel wounds to Arm, left & right Feet. Private Palmer was 

transferred to No. 5 Ambulance Train & admitted to 11th Stationary Hospital at Camiers on 14th February, 1917 with 

G.S.W. (gunshot wound/s) to Left Arm. He was transferred on 21st February. 1917 & embarked for England from 

Calais on Hospital Ship Dieppe on 22nd February, 1917. 
 

21st Battalion 

The 21st Battalion was raised, as part of the 6th Brigade, at Broadmeadows in Victoria in February 1915. Its recruits 

hailed from all over the state. The later enlistment of these men, and their average age of 29, would seem to indicate 

a more considered decision to enlist that set them apart from those who did so amidst the heady enthusiasm of late 

1914. 

….. 

After evacuation from Gallipoli in December 1915, the 21st Battalion arrived in France in March 1916. In April, it was 

the first Australian battalion to commence active operations on the Western Front. During the battle of Pozieres it 

was engaged mainly on carrying duties, but suffered its heaviest casualties of the war during the fighting around 

Mouquet Farm. 

In early May 1917, the battalion fought at Bullecourt…..    (Extract of Battalion information from the Australian War 

Memorial) 
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War Diary – 21st Battalion 

In the TRENCHES – 11th February, 1917: 

Lt Sullivan takes over L M G Section 

Company Relief 

D and A 

C and B 

8.50 pm – Relief complete.   Casualties    3 wounded. 

(Extract of War Diary from the Australian War Memorial) 

 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer was admitted to 1st Southern General Hospital, Birmingham, England on 25th 

February, 1917 with wound/s to left Arm. 

Mrs E. Palmer, Holyrood Street, Maryborough, Victoria was advised by Base Records on 6th March, 1917 that No. 

5065 Private N. W. Palmer had been admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital on 25th February, 1917 suffering 

from gunshot wound to left arm. 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer was marched in to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth, Dorset on 4th June, 1917. 
 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer died at 9.45 pm on 14th September, 1917 at Chickerell, Weymouth, Dorset, England 

when he was knocked down by an Ambulance & died as a result of a fractured Skull & fractured Spine. 

A death for Naseby W. Palmer, aged 20, was registered in the September quarter, 1917 in the district of Weymouth, 

Dorset, England. 

 

Proceedings of Coroner’s Court: 
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As listed on Casualty From – Active Service for Private Naseby Welford Palmer: 

“Court of Enquiry. Motor Accident. Extract from the Southern Times on 22-9-17. Pte Palmer was knocked down by a 

motor Ambulance and was killed. Coroner’s Court at Guildhall, Dorset give a verdict of Death by misadventure.” 

 

A War Pension was granted to Emily Palmer, Holyrood Rd, Maryborough, widowed mother of the late Private 

Naseby Welford Palmer, in the sum of £2 per fortnight from 19th November, 1917. 

 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer was buried on 19th September, 1917 in Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, 

Dorset, England – Plot number II. C. 3147 and now has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone.  

From the burial report of Private Naseby Welford Palmer - Coffin was Elm with brass fittings.  The deceased soldier 

was buried with Military Honors. In the absence of a Church of England Chaplain he was buried by Rev. Skinner, C. 

of E., Clergyman of Weymouth. This man was knocked down by an Ambulance while returning to Camp. He died 

almost instantly. There was no time for a Medical Officer of Chaplain to be called to attend him. An inquest was held, 

and the evidence showed that the affair was purely accidental. 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2023 

A notice was prepared for the Press on 31st March, 1922 regarding the whereabouts of the next of kin of the late 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer. 

Letters addressed to Mrs E. Plamer, Holyrood Street, Maryborough, Victoria from Base Records were returned in 

May, 1922 marked “Deceased.” 

 

Base Records wrote a letter on 26th September, 1922 regarding the late No. 5065 Private Naseby Welford Palmer, 

21st Battalion asking to whom the War Gratuity was paid; names & address and relationships of claimants & did the 

War Gratuity file disclose the mother’s present address (or is she was deceased) or eldest brother’s address or 

eldest sister’s address (if there are no brothers). 

A handwritten reply was made on the same letter which reads: “The War Gratuity was paid to deceased soldier’s 

mother Mrs E. Palmer of Holyrood St. Maryborough.”  

 

Base Records wrote to Repat Department on 13th October, 1922 with the following letter: “It is noted that a pension 

has been granted to Mrs Emily Palmer, on account of the service of her son No 5065 Private Naseby Welford 

Palmer, 21st Battalion, and I shall be obliged if you can furnish me with her present address, as communications to 

Holyrood Street, Maryborough, V. have been returned unclaimed.”  

A reply was received on the same letter with a note in pencil at the bottom of this letter with “Deceased 23/10/21” 

then initialled & dated 16th October, 1922. 

 

Base Records wrote to Headquarters, 3rd District Base on 15th November, 1922 with the following letter: “Upon 

enlistment the late No. 5065 Private N. W. Palmer, 21st Battalion, recorded as next of kin his mother, Mrs Emily 

Palmer, but it is stated that she is now deceased. As I desire to be in a position to properly dispose of certain items 

due on account of the abovementioned late soldier’s service, I shall be obliged if you will advise me who is now his 

actual next of kin – full postal address also please.” 

The District Finance Officer, 3rd District Base, Melbourne, replied to Base Records on 27th November, 1922 

advising “….that the War Gratuity was paid to deceased soldier’s mother – Mrs Emily Palmer of Holyrood Stret, 

Maryborough. There is no record of any other dependants.” 

 

Emily Palmer, mother of Naseby Welford Palmer, died on 23rd October, 1921 at Maryborough, Victoria. 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer was entitled to British War Medal & the Victory Medal. A Memorial Scroll & Memorial 

Plaque were also to be sent to Private Palmer’s widowed mother – Mrs E. Palmer, as the closest next-of-kin. (Scroll 

was due to be sent May, 1922. The Plaque was sent to “Untraceables” in January, 1923 as no next of kin could be 

located). 

 

Base Records wrote to Mr W. E. Palmer, cr Kellett and Wales Streets, Northcote, Victoria on 18th September, 1930 

with the following: “It is understood that you are a brother of the late No. 5065 Private N. W. Palmer, 21st Battalion, 

and in order to facilitate the disposal of the deceased’s war medals, etc., I should be glad to learn whether you have 

any elder surviving brothers, and if so, the name and address of the eldest. The regulations governing the issue of 

these mementoes prescribe that shame shall be forwarded to the actual next-of-kin at the time the distribution is 

made. In the present instance both parents are stated to be deceased and the eldest surviving brother would 

therefore appear to have prior claim. I am also enclosing herewith a printed order form referring to the publication of 

Melcombe Regis Cemetery Register (Dorset) containing the particulars of this soldier. Prompt attention will be given 

to orders received in this connection and the Registers will be forwarded post free to applicants on receipt of 

remittance.”   

*** Note: This letter addressed to Mr Willie E. Palmer was returned & stamped  “Unclaimed at Northcote” & “Not 

known by Letter Carriers Northcote”. 
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The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Private Naseby Welford Palmer – service number 5065, of 21st   

Battalion, Australian Infantry. No family details are listed.  

 

Private N. W. Palmer is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative Area 

at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 94. 

 

 

N. W. Palmer is remembered on the Christ Church Honour Roll, located in Christ the King Anglican Church, 6 

Nightingale Street, Maryborough, Victoria. 

 

Christ Church Honour Roll (Photo from Monument Australia – Kent Watson) 
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N. W. Palmer is remembered on the Maryborough War Memorial, located in Civic Square, in front of the Post Office, 

Clarendon Street, Maryborough, Victoria. 

 

Maryborough War Memorial (Photos from AWM Places of Pride – Western Front Association Central Victoria Branch) 
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N. W. Palmer is remembered on the Memorial Gates at the entrance to Prince’s Park, Park Road, Maryborough, 

Victoria. 

 

Prince’s Park Memorial Gates  (Photos from AWM Places of Pride – Western Front Association Central Victoria Branch) 
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N. W. Palmer is remembered on the Inglewood & District Honour Roll, located in Inglewood/Bridgewater RSL, 89 

Brooke Street, Inglewood, Victoria. 

 

Inglewood & District Honour Roll (Photo from Monument Australia – Tim Fitzgerald) 

 

Naseby Welford Palmer is remembered with a Plaque in Soldiers Memorial Plot, Railway Street & Majorca Road, 

Maryborough, Victoria. 

The Soldiers Memorial Plot is a small reserve which was established in memory of local soldiers who died in service 

or were killed in action during World War One. Trees were planted on the site in memory of the fallen soldiers.  

The plot fell into disrepair and was restored by the Maryborough Lions Club and rededicated on the 11th November 

2011.  The new sign acknowledges James Blackburne and John Watson who were pioneers of the plot.  A Lone 

Pine Tree was planted at the ceremony.   

(Information from Monument Australia) 
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(Photos from Maryborough Lions Club of Victoria Facebook page) 
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(69  pages of  Private Naseby Welford Palmer’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National 

Archives of Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll, Red Cross 

Wounded & Missing) & National Archives 

 

 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer 
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Newspaper Notices 
 

 

AUSTRALIA’S ROLL OF HONOR 

279th CASUALTY LIST 

WOUNDED 

Victoria 

N. W. Palmer, Maryborough 

(The Age, Melbourne, Victoria – 16 March, 1917) 

 

 

CASUALTIES ABROAD 

Mrs E. Palmer, of Holyrood street, Maryborough, has received word that her youngest son, Private N. W. Palmer, 

received a gunshot wound in the left arm in action in France, and has been admitted to the First South General 

Hospital. Private Palmer is 19 years of age, and sailed for the front in June, 1915. 

(The Argus, Melbourne, Victoria – 17 March, 1917) 

 

 

Rev C. J. T. Martin conveyed to Mrs E. Palmer, of Holyrood street, the sad tidings of the death of her youngest son, 

Private Naseby Welford Palmer. The deceased soldier was wounded in the left arm in February last, and on the 14th 

inst. he lost his life by being run down by a motor ambulance. The official news came from Colonel Hawker, who 

asked the Rev. Martin to convey to the soldier’s parents the sympathy of the King and Queen and the 

Commonwealth. Another son of Mrs Palmer is a member of the Railway Unit. 

(Maryborough and Dunolly Advertiser, Victoria – 21 September, 1917) 

 

 

DEATHS  

ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

PALMER – On the 14th September, at Weymouth, England, the result of an accident, Naseby Palmer, dearly loved 

youngest son of the late Wm. Palmer and Mrs Palmer, of Maryborough; brother of Mrs Dale (Adelaide), Mrs Whalley, 

jun, (Kew), Mrs Millgate (Clifton Hill), Fred, Syd, Leslie, Will (on active service) and Carrie Palmer, aged 20 years. 

(The Age, Melbourne, Victoria – 22 September, 1917) & (The Argus, Melbourne, Victoria – 22 September, 1917) 
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DIED ON SERVICE 

PALMER – In sad and loving memory of our dear friend, Naseby Palmer, who was accidentally killed at Weymouth, 

England, on the 14th September, after being wounded in France. 

In the bloom of life God called him, 

In the pride of his manhood days, 

None knew him but to love him,  

None speak of his name but to praise. 

“Duty nobly done.” 

-(Inserted by his loving friend, Amy Garlick, also E.D.) 

(The Argus, Melbourne, Victoria – 26 September, 1917) 

 

 

THE TOLL OF WAR 

340th CASUALTY LIST 

DIED (OTHER CAUSES) 

Pte N. W. Palmer, Maryborough, accident 

(The Evening Echo, Ballarat, Victoria – 4 October, 1917) 

 

 

BEREAVEMENT NOTICE 

Mrs E. PALMER and Family desire to sincerely THANK their many kind friends for expressions of sympathy, visits, 

letters, telegrams and cards in their recent sad bereavement of the loss of their dearly loved son and brother, 

Naseby, accidentally killed at Chickerell, Weymouth, England, September 14, 1917. 

(Maryborough and Dunolly Advertiser, Victoria – 10 October, 1917) 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

On Active Service 

PALMER – In loving memory of our dear son and brother, Naseby Welford Palmer, 13th Reinforcements, 21st 

Brigade, A.I.F., youngest son of Mrs Palmer, of Maryborough, accidentally killed at Weymouth, England on 14th 

September, 1917, while recovering from wounds received at Pozieres. (Inserted by his sorrowing mother, brothers, 

and sisters) 

(The Argus, Melbourne, Victoria – 14 September, 1918) & (The Age, Melbourne, Victoria – 14 September, 1918) 
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IN MEMORIAM 

On Active Service 

PALMER – In loving memory of our dear son and brother, Naseby Welford, late 21st Battalion, A.I.F., who was killed 

at Weymouth, England, on 14th September, 1917. 

Dearly loved and sadly missed. 

-Inserted by his loving mother, brothers and sisters 

(The Age, Melbourne, Victoria – 13 September, 1919) 

 

 

 

Naseby Welford Palmer is remembered on his parents’ headstone in Maryborough Cemetery, Victoria. 

 

Maryborough Cemetery, Victoria (Photo from Carol’s Headstone Photographs) 

 

(Headstone photos from BillionGraves) 
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Also NASEBY WELFORD 

Beloved Son of the Above 

Killed on Active Service 

14 Sept 1917 aged 20 Years 

Duty Nobly Done 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they 

wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with 

the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 ½ d 

(subject to fluctuation). 

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by 

the Australian Government.  

(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921) 

A letter from Base Records, dated 27th July, 1921, to Mrs E. Palmer, Holyrood Street, Maryborough, Victoria, 

advised that a letter from the Defence Dept. concerning an inscription on the headstone of her son, the late No. 5065 

Private N. W. Palmer, 21st Battalion, had not been answered & non-receipt of a reply within 21 days would have to 

be accepted as indicating that no further action was to be taken. 

It appears that another letter was to be sent on 21st February, 1922 to “Dear Madam” (but no address noted) advising 

“As the work of completing the different cemeteries is being seriously interfered with on account of the non-receipt of 

the accompanying form, it is to be clearly understood that if no reply is received by the Officer i/c Base Records, 

Victoria Barracks, Melbourne. On or before the 31st March, 1922 (28th February, 1922 was typed but crossed out & 

restamped with 31st March, 1922) then work upon the graves &c., will be proceeded with at once, and requests for 

personal inscriptions, &c. will not be considered after that date.”  
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The form for “Inscriptions on War Graves” & information for “The Roll of Honour of Australia” & “The Nation’s 

Histories” is located in the Service Record file for Private Naseby Welford Palmer & is not completed & would not 

have been sent as no next of kin could be contacted. 

Private N. W. Palmer does not have a personal inscription on his headstone. 

 

 

Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, England 

Weymouth became a depot for Australian forces in 1916 and 83 of the 147 First World War burials in Melcombe 

Regis Cemetery are of Australian servicemen; most of these graves are scattered in the old part. The 36 Second 

World War burials are in the extension. The cemetery also contains seven war graves of other nationalities and one 

non-war burial. 

(Information from CWGC) 

 

Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919 

 

Identified, front row, left to right: unidentified; Butler; 5917 Private Edgar Allan Thornell, 22nd Battalion (Bn), died 9 

August 1918; 1207 Corporal Jesse Adams Davis, 12th Bn, died 15 November 1918.  

Back row: 5329 Private Frederick Albert Archer, Anzac Provost Company, died 6 November 1918; 5990 Private 

Albert Robert Blackmore, 12th Bn, died 2 November 1918; 11099 Driver Matthew Charles Percival Nettle, 6th 

Australian Field Artillery Brigade, died 22 October 1918; 3942 Private Walter Alick Weckman, 51st Bn, died 9 

November 1918. 
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Some of the Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919 

Identified, left to right: Captain Francis Arthur Deravin, Australian Army Medical Corps, died 8 July 1917 aged 41 

years (large headstone); 138 Private Louis Nelson Matthews, 27th Battalion, 4 July 1917; 5082 Private Victor 

George Smith, 21st Battalion, died 13 November 1918. 

 

(Photo courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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Photo of Private N. W. Palmer’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in Melcombe Regis Cemetery, 

Weymouth, Dorset, England. 

 

(Photo courtesy of Allan Wood) 


