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Sydney Charles Moore (Sid) SAUNDERS 

Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was born at Gulgong, near Mudgee, New South Wales in 1885 to parents John 

Thomas & Susan Emily Saunders (nee Maybury). 
 

Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was a 31 year old, single, Hairdresser from 389 Dowling Street, Moore Park, 

Sydney, NSW when he enlisted on 1st June, 1916 at Royal Agricultural Show Grounds, Sydney, New South Wales 

with the Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His religion was Church of England & his next of kin was listed as his 

mother – Mrs Susan Saunders, of 389 Dowling Street, Moore Park, Sydney, NSW 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was posted to “C” Company, 1st Battalion at Cootamundra, NSW on 6th 

June, 1916 for recruit training. He was transferred to “B” Company, 3rd Battalion at Cootamundra from 16th June, 

1916. Private Saunders was transferred on 6th July, 1916 to “B” Company, 19th Battalion at Liverpool, Sydney, New 

South Wales. He attended NCO School No 12 from 8th August, 1916 until 8th September, 1916. Private Saunders 

was transferred to 17th Reinforcements of 19th Battalion as Acting Corporal from 8th September,1916. 

Private (rank as listed on Embarkation Roll) Sydney Charles Moore Saunders, Service number 6136, embarked from 

Sydney, New South Wales on HMAT Ascanius (A11) on 25th October, 1916 with the 5th Infantry Brigade, 19th 

Infantry Battalion, 17th Reinforcements & disembarked at Devonport, England on 28th December, 1916.  

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units in England. 

Some of these were located in the Salisbury Plain & surrounding areas in the county of Wiltshire. 

Private / Acting Corporal Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was marched in to 5th Training Battalion at Rollestone, 

Wiltshire, England on 29th December, 1916. (An entry on his Casualty Form – Active Service recorded “Reverts to ranks” on 

marching on to 5th Training Battalion at Rollestone on 29th December, 1916.)  

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders proceeded overseas to France via Folkestone per S.S. Golden Eagle on 

25th February, 1917. He was marched in to 2nd A.D.B.D. at Etaples, France on 26th February, 1917. Private 

Saunders was taken on strength of 19th Battalion in France on 3rd March, 1917 from 17th Reinforcements. 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was with his Unit (19th Battalion) on 20th December, 1917. (This usually was 

reported when there had been no activity/illness/injuries reported on a soldier’s Casualty form Active Service for a period of time.) 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was on Leave to UK from 11th February, 1918 & he returned from Leave 

on 28th February, 1918. 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders reported sick on 3rd March, 1918. He was admitted to New Zealand 

Stationary Hospital, Belgium on 3rd March, 1918 with V.D.G. then transferred to Ambulance Train 19 on 6th March, 

1918. Private Saunders was admitted to 39th General Hospital at Havre, France on 9th March, 1918 – cause N.Y.D. 

(not yet determined). He was still a patient on 17th May, 1918. He was discharged to Base Depot on 2nd July, 1918. 

Total V.D.G. period – 122 days. Private Saunders was marched in to A.I.B.D. (Australian Infantry Base Depot) at 

Havre, France on 2nd July, 1918. He was marched out from A.I.B.D. on 5th July, 1918 & rejoined 19th Battalion in 

the Field on 10th July, 1918. 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was A.W.L. (Absent without Leave) from 24th July, 1918 until arrested at 

Boulogne, France on 11th August, 1918. He was returned to 19th Battalion from A.W.L. on 18th August, 1918. 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders reported sick on 6th September, 1918 to Hospital & rejoined 19th Battalion 

on 14th September, 1918. (no cause of illness recorded) (Note: “Hospital” is the generic term used – he may have been 

admitted to a Field Ambulance, Casualty Clearing Station of Dressing Station – not necessarily a “hospital”) 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was awaiting trial (no date recorded). 

Regarding Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders’ absence from 24th July, 1918 to 11th August, 1918 the 

following was recorded on his Casualty Form – Active Service: “No evidence to support charge could be obtained. 

Soldier released without prejudice.” 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2023 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was wounded in action in France on 3rd October, 1918. He was admitted 

to 5th Australian Field Ambulance on 3rd October, 1918 with Shrapnel wounds to Face & right Leg then transferred 

to 53rd Casualty Clearing Station on 4th October, 1918. Private Saunders was transferred to Ambulance Train on 

4th October, 1918 & was admitted the same day to 6th General Hospital at Rouen, France. He was invalided to 

England on 7th October, 1918 on Hospital Ship Grantully Castle. 

 

19th Battalion 

The 19th Battalion was raised at Liverpool in New South Wales in March 1915 as part of the 5th Brigade. A large 

number of the 19th's original recruits had already served with the Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary Force 

(AN&MEF) in the operations to capture German New Guinea in 1914.  

…. 

In 1917, the 19th was involved in the follow-up of German forces after their retreat to the Hindenburg Line, and was 

one of four battalions to defeat a counter-stroke by a German force, almost five times as strong, at Lagincourt. The 

Battalion took part in three major battles before the year was out, second Bullecourt (3-4 May) in France, and Menin 

Road (20-22 September) and Poelcappelle (9-10 October) in Belgium. 

 

The spring of 1918 brought a major German offensive that the 19th Battalion helped to stop. For his actions during 

the fighting around Hangard Wood on 7 April, Lieutenant Percy Storkey was awarded the Victoria Cross. With this 

last desperate offensive defeated, the 19th participated in the battles that pushed the German Army ever closer to 

defeat: Amiens on 8 August, the legendary attack on Mont St Quentin on 31 August, and the forcing of the 

Beaurevoir Line around Montbrehain on 3 October. Montbrehain was the battalion's last battle. The casualties of 

1918, combined with long-term leave for 1914 enlistees, and dwindling new enlistments had sapped the strength of 

the AIF. On 10 October 1918 the 19th Battalion was disbanded to reinforce other battalions in the brigade. 

(Extract of Battalion information from the Australian War Memorial) 

 

War Diary – 19th Battalion 

ESTREES – 3rd October, 1918: 

3 am – Bn H.Q. moved from Nauroy to dugout in trench astride main Estrees road, shared with 20th Bn. Companies 

reported all in position on tape line, 5.30 am. 

6.5 am – Zero hour. Creeping artillery barraged from 400 yards ahead of J.O. line, working towards objective trench 

system and areas beyond. Left companies (D and C) made good progress, the enemy’s artillery reply being 

scattered, and were reported on objective shortly after 7 am. The right companies. A and B, however, encountered 

determined opposition from enemy machine – guns in the Beaurevoir Line, and house used as a machine-gun nest 

on the NE outskirts of Estrees. These companies were also held up by a thick belt of wire in front of the trench 

system, which owing to the “ditching: of two tanks in the Hindenburg Line and the putting out of action of two others, 

was quite intact. While held up by this wire, the enemy continually used his machine guns and flung hand grenades 

(“potato mashers”) at the attackers, causing considerable losses in wounded. “A” and “B” accordingly fell back to 

sunken road B26d, H3a. 

ESTREES –BEAUREVOIR 

10.30 am – Our artillery concentrated on trenches each side of main road 300x and house at B 27 c 8.8. This was 

effective and A and B, together with 17th on right, advanced and mopped up the trench system proceeding through 

narrow gaps in the wire. The enemy, whose demoralisation was completed by the second artillery shoot offered no 

resistance. A and B Companies subsequently took up a line on the slope of LA MOTTE VALLEY (see Dispositions). 

Weather fine. 

Prisoners taken in this operation numbered 280: Machine-guns 19: Minenwerfers 4: Bicycles 2: Flash signalling 

apparatus complete 1: Flare Pistols 9. For other details, and times of various phases, see Appendix. 

Our losses were: Killed 8 o/r; Wounded 8 Off; 102 o/r 

Total strength, 27 Off   449 o/r. Line strength 12 Off. 169 o/r 

(Extract of War Diary from the Australian War Memorial) 
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Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was admitted to 1st Southern General Hospital, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 

England on 8th October, 1918. The Hospital Admissions form recorded Shell wound to Face; compound fracture of 

lower jaw & Leg R T & T calf. He was reported to be convalescent on 8th November, 1918 & medically classified as 

B1 B _ .  Private Saunders was transferred to Queen’s Hospital Sidcup on 29th November, 1918. He was discharged 

& granted furlo from 5th December, 1918 & was then to report to No. 2 Command Depot. 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was A.W.L. (Absent without Leave) from Weymouth on 19th December, 

1918. The case was reported & on 20th December, 1918 the case was dismissed. 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was marched in to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth, Dorset on 21st 

December, 1918 from Administrative Headquarters, London. 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders reported sick on 24th December, 1918 & was admitted to Monte Video 

Hospital, Weymouth, Dorset on 28th December, 1918 – dangerously ill with “Cerebial Hadena.” 

 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders died at 04.45 am on 3rd January, 1919 at Monte Video Hospital, 

Weymouth, Dorset, England from Cerebral Tumour (Aedema). 

A death for Sydney C. Saunders, aged 33, was registered in the March quarter, 1919 in the district of Weymouth, 

Dorset, England. 

 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was buried on 6th January, 1919 in Melcombe Regis Cemetery, 

Weymouth, Dorset, England – Section C Grave No. 3100. 

From the burial report of Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders - Coffin was Elm with brass fittings.  The late 

Private Saunders was buried with full Military honours and was followed to his last resting place by two Officers and 

100 N.C.O.’s and Men of No. 2 Australian Command Depot Weymouth. The Church of England Chaplain who 

attended him during his illness officiated at the graveside. Headquarters A.I.F. Depots in United Kingdom were 

represented at the funeral. 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders’ burial place is now recorded by CWGC as Plot number II. C. 3100 and he 

now has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. 

 

The Red Cross Wounded & Missing file for Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders contains a letter from Sister in 

Charge, Monte Video Hospital, Weymouth which reads: “He died on this hospital as you know. The cause of death 

was Cerebral Haemorrhage – he had been a patient here about 10 days. Came in here, not very ill, but suffering 

from severe headaches, which increased in severity, as his condition became worse. The condition was not in any 

way the result of a wound or injury. I have written to his Mother giving her all the particulars possible.” 

 

 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders was entitled to British War Medal & the Victory Medal. A Memorial Scroll & 

Memorial Plaque were also sent to Private Saunders’ mother – Mrs S. Saunders, as the closest next-of-kin. (Scroll & 

Plaque sent March, 2023). 

 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders – service number 6136, 

aged  33, of 19th Battalion, Australian Infantry. He was the son of Thomas & Susan Saunders, of 21 Cowper St., 

Randwick, Sydney, New South Wales.  
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Private S. C. M. Saunders is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative 

Area at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 89. 

 
 

S. Saunders is remembered on the Gulgong Public School Honour Roll, located in Gulgong Pioneers Museum, 73 

Herbert Street, Gulgong, New South Wales. 

 

Gulgong Public School Honour Roll (Photo from Monument Australia – Sandra Brown) 
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S. Saunders is remembered on the Gulgong and Mudgee District Roll of Honor, located in Club Mudgee (The 

Mudgee Soldiers Club Ltd), Mortimer & Perry Streets, Mudgee, NSW. 

 

Gulgong and Mudgee District Roll of Honor (Photo from AWM Places of Pride – Arthur Garland) 
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S. Saunders is remembered on the Gulgong District Soldiers Memorial, located on Rotunda in Anzac Memorial Park, 

Medley & Fitzroy Streets, Gulgong, NSW. 

 

Anzac Memorial Park 

 

Gulgong District Soldiers Memorial (Photos from AWM Places of Pride – Henry Moulds) 
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Gulgong District Soldiers Memorial 

 

 

(44  pages of  Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders’ Service records are available for On Line viewing at 

National Archives of Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll, Red Cross 

Wounded & Missing) & National Archives 

 

 

Private Sydney Charles Moore Saunders 
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Newspaper Notices 

 

A CIRCUS ACCIDENT 

THE BENCHES GIVE WAY 

GULGONG, Wednesday – Whilst Ashton’s circus was performing last night, the seats gave way, and 300 people 

were precipitated to the ground. One boy, Sidney Saunders, had his leg broken, and another boy named Richards 

had his arm broken. Several were found unconscious and others severely injured. Great excitement prevailed for a 

while, but after a temporary lull in the programme the performance was continued. 

(The Daily Telegraph, Sydney, NSW – 19 May, 1898) 
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(Australian Town and Country Journal, Sydney, NSW – 23 August, 1916) 

 

 

A REMARKABLE ESCAPE 

Sidney Saunders, who is serving on the western front, and is a son of Mr .and Mrs. Thomas Saunders, of Gulgong, 

has had a miraculous escape. Before leaving for the war, he was presented with two steel-back mirrors. While 

serving before Bullecourt, on May 3, a bullet from an enemy rifle struck him on the left breast near the region of the 

heart. His pocket, luckily, was full of letters, photos, and the two steel mirrors. The bullet tore through everything until 

the mirrors were reached, and they caused the bullet to be deflected across the chest until it struck Corporal 

Saunders' equipment; and even then the course of the bullet was not stayed until it had pierced through five 

cartridges, which only smouldered upon being struck. The pierced cartridges, and the letters, photos, etc tell the 

story of the owner's escape far more effectively than words. Within half an hour of his first escape an enemy shell 

burst close to Corporal Saunders, and his puttees were blown from his legs. General Birdwood subsequently sent for 

Corporal Saunders, and, after hearing an account of his experiences, ordered for him three days' leave   

(The Bathurst Times, NSW – 20 October, 1917) 
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NEARING THE END 

TWO CASUALTY LISTS 

No. 446 

WOUNDED 

S. C. M. SAUNDERS, Moore Park 

(The Sun, Sydney, NSW – 25 November, 1918) 

 

 

Corporal Sid Saunders 

DIED IN CAMP 

WHILE WAITING TO START FOR HOME 

 

Word has been received to the effect that Corporal Sidney Saunders, son of Mr. T. Saunders, of Gulgong and Mrs. 

Saunders, of Moore Park, Sydney, had died. Corporal Sidney Saunders was a brother of Mr. W. A. Saunders, of the 

Post Office Hotel, Gulgong. Mr Saunders received the news of his brother's death on Saturday.  

On the previous Wednesday the deceased soldier's mother received a cable from him stating that he was well and 

about to board a transport for home. On Thursday, however an official telegram contained the notification that 

Private Saunders was dangerously ill, and on Friday another cable contained the news of his death at Monte Video 

camp while awaiting to start for home.  

Corporal Saunders was a native of Gulgong and was 34 years of age. When a lad he was for a time employed in the 

“Advertiser” Office, Gulgong, but he relinquished the printing trade and took up hairdressing, etc. - under Mr. Samuel 

Copeland. Eventually he went to Sydney and for many years was in the employ of Messrs. Craig and Aitken. He 

enlisted in 1915. He was attached to the infantry and while serving his country in France he received a serious 

gunshot wound in the face and leg. The late Corporal Saunders was married.  

The mother of the fallen soldier lies in a low state at her home in Sydney.  

Private E. Saunders, another son of Mr. and Mrs. T. Saunders, has been in hospital in England for a considerable 

time, suffering from the effects of gas.   

(Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative, NSW – 16 January, 1919) 

 

 

DEATHS 

SAUNDERS – At Monte Video Camp, England, Private Sid Saunders, 19th Battalion, late of 389 Dowling Street, 

Moore Park. 

(The Daily Telegraph, Sydney, NSW – 16 January, 1919) & (The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 16 January, 1919) 
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ROLL OF HONOUR 

SAUNDERS – Died at Monte Video Hospital, England, January 3, 1919, Sid, beloved youngest son of Mr and Mrs T. 

Saunders, aged 33 years. 

The call to arms was given, 

Our son at once obeyed, 

But ere the dawn of manhood peeped, 

O God, Thou callest him away. 

SAUNDERS – Died at Monte Video Hospital, England, January 3, 1919, Sid, beloved brother of Ethel, Will, and Ern. 

(O.A.S.). He sleeps in a hero’s grave. 

SAUNDERS – Died at Monte Video Hospital, England, January 3, 1919, Sid, beloved brother of Wal. And Evelyn 

and uncle of Eileen and Alf (O.A.S.). 

SAUNDERS – Died at Monte Video Hospital, England, January 3, 1919, Sid, beloved brother of May and Tom 

Younger, and uncle of Doris, Cliff, Edna and Eunice. 

SAUNDERS – Died at Monte Video Hospital, England, January 3, 1919, Sid, beloved brother of Illie and Ray Ranger 

and uncle of Jack. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 18 January, 1919) 

 

 

N.S.W. CASUALTIES 

The 456th list of casualties contains the names of 41 New South Wales men dead and many ill….. 

DIED OTHER CAUSES 

SAUNDERS, S.C.M., Moore Park 

(The Daily Telegraph, Sydney, NSW – 31 January, 1919) 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

On Active Service 

SAUNDERS – In loving remembrance of our darling son and brother, Sid, 19th Batt., died at Monte Video, January 

3, 1919. 

Gone – what sadness in that word. 

Inserted by his loving mother, father, sister and brother, Ethel and Ernest, 

SAUNDERS – In loving remembrance of our darling brother and uncle, Sid, 19th Batt., died at Monte Video, January 

3, 1919. 

We’ll remember when the world forgets 

Inserted by his loving brother and sister-in-law, Wal. and Evelyn, also Alf. and Eileen. 

SAUNDERS – In loving remembrance of our darling brother and uncle, Sid, 19th Batt., died at Monte Video, January 

3, 1919. 

Sadly missed 

Inserted by his loving brother and sister -in-law, Will and Alice, also Bill and Thelma. 
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SAUNDERS – In loving remembrance of our darling brother and uncle, Sid, 19th Batt., died January 3, 1919. 

Loving remembrances last for ever. 

Inserted by his loving sister and brother-in-law, May and Tom Younger, also Dos, Clif, Edna, and Eunice. 

SAUNDERS – In loving remembrance of our darling brother and uncle, Sid, 19th Batt., died at Monte Video, January 

3, 1919. 

Leaves of remembrance 

Weave sweetest memories. 

Inserted by his loving sister and brother-in-law, Illie and Ray Ranger, also Jack. 

SAUNDERS – In loving remembrance of our dear friend, Pte Sid Saunders, late 19th Batt., died at Monte Video, 

January 3, 1919. Inserted by his loving friends, Con and Phil Hopwood. 

SAUNDERS – In sad memory of my dear pal, Pte S. Saunders,  who died January 3, 1919 at Monte Video Camp 

Hospital, England, Inserted by E. Bible. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 3 January, 1920) 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

On Active Service 

SAUNDERS – In loving memory of our dear son and brother, who passed away at Monte Video, England, January 3, 

1919. 

There is no death in God’s great world. 

The soul can never die: 

And those who love do not depart, 

But fondly linger nigh. 

Inserted by his loving mother and father and sisters, Ethel, May, and Elma, and brothers, Ernest, Walter and William. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 3 January, 1921) 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

On Active Service 

SAUNDERS – In loving remembrance of our dear son and brother, Sid. 19th Batt., who passed away January 3, 

1919, at Monte Video, England. Loving remembrances last for ever. Inserted by his loving mother, father, sisters and 

brothers. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 3 January, 1922) 
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IN MEMORIAM 

On Active Service 

SAUNDERS – In loving remembrance of our dear son and brother, Sid. 19th Batt., who passed away at Monte 

Video, January 3, 1919.  

Peace, perfect peace. 

Inserted by his loving parents, sisters and brothers. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 3 January, 1924) 

 

 

 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they 

wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with 

the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 ½ d 

(subject to fluctuation). 

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by 

the Australian Government.  

(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921) 

 

Private S. C. M. Saunders does have a personal inscription on his headstone. 

The Sun Went Down 

While Yet It Was Day 
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Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, England 

Weymouth became a depot for Australian forces in 1916 and 83 of the 147 First World War burials in Melcombe 

Regis Cemetery are of Australian servicemen; most of these graves are scattered in the old part. The 36 Second 

World War burials are in the extension. The cemetery also contains seven war graves of other nationalities and one 

non-war burial. 

(Information from CWGC) 

 

Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919 

 

Identified, front row, left to right: unidentified; Butler; 5917 Private Edgar Allan Thornell, 22nd Battalion (Bn), died 9 

August 1918; 1207 Corporal Jesse Adams Davis, 12th Bn, died 15 November 1918.  

Back row: 5329 Private Frederick Albert Archer, Anzac Provost Company, died 6 November 1918; 5990 Private 

Albert Robert Blackmore, 12th Bn, died 2 November 1918; 11099 Driver Matthew Charles Percival Nettle, 6th 

Australian Field Artillery Brigade, died 22 October 1918; 3942 Private Walter Alick Weckman, 51st Bn, died 9 

November 1918. 
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Some of the Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919 

Identified, left to right: Captain Francis Arthur Deravin, Australian Army Medical Corps, died 8 July 1917 aged 41 

years (large headstone); 138 Private Louis Nelson Matthews, 27th Battalion, 4 July 1917; 5082 Private Victor 

George Smith, 21st Battalion, died 13 November 1918. 

 

(Photo courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 

 

 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2023 

 

(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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Photo of Private S. C. M. Saunders’ Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in Melcombe Regis 

Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, England. 

 

(Photo Find a Grave – Janice Dennis) 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2023 

 

(Photo from CWGC – David Warren) 


