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Douglas SHARP 

Douglas Sharp was born at Manchester, England around 1879. His mother was Emily Sharp. 

[Due to insufficient information (i.e father’s name) it is not possible to correctly identify Douglas Sharp’s birth, entries in England 

Censuses or his travel details to Australia]         

 

Douglas Sharp was a 38 year old, single, Millhand from Archie’s Creek, South Gippsland, Victoria when he enlisted 

at Brunswick, Melbourne, Victoria on 28th February, 1917 with the Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His service 

number was 6902 & his religion was Church of England. His next of kin was listed as his mother – Mrs Emily Sharp, 

Hawthorn House, Umtata, Cape Colony, South Africa. 

Private Douglas Sharp was posted to Recruits Battalion at Royal Park, Victoria on 28th February, 1917 for recruit 

training. He was transferred to 19th Reinforcements of 22nd Battalion at Royal Park on 15th March, 1917. 

Private Douglas Sharp embarked from Melbourne, Victoria on HMAT Ascanius (A11) on 11th May, 1917 with the 

22nd Infantry Battalion, 19th Reinforcements. 

Private Douglas Sharp was admitted to Ship’s Hospital on 22nd June, 1917 with a fractured skull. 
 

Private Douglas Sharp died at 8.45 pm on 1st July, 1917 at Sea on board HMAT Ascanius (A11) from a fractured 

Skull. A Post Mortem was conducted by Captain L. G. Muirhead, A.A.M.C., on 1st July, 1917 & it was found “that he 

had suffered from a linear fracture of the skull in the occipital region, and I consider this to have been the cause of 

his death.” 

A death for Douglas Sharp, aged 38, is listed as a Marine Death for the Year 1917 & for British Armed Forces and 

Overseas deaths.  

 

Private Douglas Sharp was buried at Sea on 2nd July, 1917 from HMAT Ascanius (A11). Private Douglas Sharp is 

commemorated on the Hollybrook Memorial, Southampton, Hampshire, England. His death is acknowledged by the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission.  

A Court of Enquiry was held on board H.M.A.T. A 11 “Ascanius” while at Sea on 1st July, 1917 inquiring into and 

reporting upon the injuries received by No. 6902 Private Douglas Sharp, 19th Reinforcements, 22nd Battalion. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel J. Hutchinson, O.C. Troops, H.M.A.T. “Ascanius” wrote to The Secretary, Department of 

Defence, Melbourne, Australia on 5th July, 1917 from Sierra Leone advising of the death of No. 6902 Private 

Douglas Sharp at sea on 1st July, 1917 from a fracture of the skull. The letter ends with “No. 6939 Private L. J. 

Tingay, 19/22nd Infantry Reinforcements has been remanded for trial by Civil Court on arrival in England.” 

 

*************************************** 

 

Information on Louis/Lewis Tingay : 

Louis James Tingay originally enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 10th December, 1914. His next of kin was 

listed as his mother – Mrs T. Tingay, 2 Hanover Street, Windsor, Victoria. Private Tingay, Service number 1621, was 

returned to Australia on 29th July, 1915 & discharged from 3rd Military District on 10th February, 1916. 

Private Louis James Tingay returned to Egypt from Melbourne, Victoria on RMS Malwa on 21st March, 1916 with 6th 

Infantry Brigade, 23rd Infantry Battalion, 11th Reinforcements & a service number of 4508. 

Private Louis James Tingay of Anzac Provost Corps was discharged from A.I.F. on 10th February, 1916 as 

temporarily Medically unfit for further service. He returned to Sydney, NSW on 24th June, 1916 due to defective 

vision. He was discharged from A.I.F. on 18th September, 1916 with a disability – Defective vision. 

Louis James Tingay was a 23 year old, single, Bootmaker from Windsor, Victoria when he re-attested with the 

Australian Imperial Force on 7th March, 1917. His next of kin was listed as his father – Mr James Edward Tingay, 2 

Hanover Street, Windsor, Victoria. Acting Corporal Tingay embarked from Melbourne, Victoria on 11th May, 1917 on 

H.M.A.T. Ascanius (A11) with the 22nd Infantry Battalion, 19th Reinforcements & a service number of 6939.  

Acting Corporal L. J. Tingay was written up for a Crime while at Sea on 30th June, 1917: “Conduct to the prejudice of 

good order & military discipline: using threatening & indecent language to a private soldier. Award: Reverts to 

permanent grade of Pte by Lt. Col J. Hutchinson.” 

Acting Corporal L. J. Tingay was reduced to permanent grade of Private on 2nd July, 1917. He was remanded by 

OC Troops on A11 for trial by Court Martial on arrival in England on 4th July, 1917. 

Private Louis James Tingay was admitted to Tidworth Military Hospital, Wiltshire, England on 23rd July, 1917 with 

Cerebro Spinal Fever. 

A Court Martial was held at Tidworth, Wiltshire on 17th September, 1917 – Private Louis James Tingay “Charge 

Capetown 20/6/17 Committing a civil offence, that is to say, Manslaughter, in that he at Capetown, 20/6/17 when on 

“A.S.” unlawfully killed No. 6902 Pte Douglas Sharp, 19/22B Infantry Rfns, A.I.F. Pleading Not Guilty. Special Finding 

Guilty . Sentence 2 years Imprisonment with Hard Labour 17.9.17. Confirmed “I confirm the finding & senten of the 

Court but commute the sentence to one of 3 months detention” (Sgd) Lt Gen Henry H. C. Sclater, Commr in Chief, 

Southern Command 6.10.17. In Custody Awaiting Trial 89 days. Total Forfeiture : 180 days pay.” 

Private Louis James Tingay was wounded in action on 6th July, 1918. 

According to the Nominal Roll on the Australian War Memorial website Lewis James Tingay returned to Australia 

23rd July, 1919. He was discharged from A.I.F. on 14th December, 1919. 

Private Louis James Tingay was entitled to 1914/15 Star, British War Medal & the Victory Medal. 

(Note: the above is a brief outline of Private Louis James Tingay’s Service Record file which has 113 pages) 

A death was registered in 1964 for Lewis Tingay, aged 67, father James Edward Tingay, born Castelmaine, died Heidelberg, 

Victoria. 

*************************************** 
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Private Douglas Sharp requested in his Will, dated 2nd May, 1917, that in the event of his death the whole of his 

Military Estate and effects be given to his mother – Mrs Emily Sharp, Umtata, Cape Colony, South Africa. 

 

Private Douglas Sharp was entitled to British War Medal only as he had not entered a Theatre of War. A Memorial 

Scroll & Memorial Plaque were also sent to Private Sharp’s mother – Mrs E. Sharp, as the closest next-of-kin. (Scroll    

& Plaque issued from England in September, 1922). 

 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Private Douglas Sharp – service number 6902, of 22nd Battalion, 

Australian Infantry. No family details are listed.  

 

D. Sharp is remembered in the Book of Remembrance at the Shrine of Remembrance, Melbourne, Victoria. 
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Private  D. Sharp is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative Area at 

the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 97. 

 
 

(36  pages of  Private Douglas Sharp’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National Archives of 

Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll) & National 

Archives 

 

Newspaper Notices 

 

THE TOLL OF WAR 

325TH LIST 

VICTORIANS 

DIED (OTHER CAUSES) 

Pte D. Sharp, Archer’s Creek (injuries) 

(The Evening Echo, Ballarat, Victoria – 19 July, 1917) 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission cares for cemeteries and memorials in 23,000 locations, in 153 

countries. In all 1.7 million men and women from the Commonwealth forces from WWI and WWII have been 

honoured and commemorated in perpetuity. 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission, as part of its mandate, is responsible for commemorating all 

Commonwealth war dead individually and equally. To this end, the war dead are commemorated by name on a 

headstone, at an identified site of a burial, or on a memorial. War dead are commemorated uniformly and equally, 

irrespective of military or civil rank, race or creed. 

Not all service personnel have a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. In some instances the relative 

chose to have their own memorial/headstone placed on the deceased’s grave. These private headstones are not 

maintained by the CWGC as they have no jurisdiction to maintain them. 
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Hollybrook Memorial, Southampton, Hampshire, England 

The Hollybrook Memorial is situated in Southampton (Hollybrook) Cemetery behind the plot of First World War 

graves near the main entrance.  

The Hollybrook Memorial commemorates by name almost 1,900 servicemen and women of the Commonwealth land 

and air forces* whose graves are not known, many of whom were lost in transports or other vessels torpedoed or 

mined in home waters (*Officers and men of the Commonwealth's navies who have no grave but the sea are 

commemorated on memorials elsewhere). The memorial also bears the names of those who were lost or buried at 

sea, or who died at home but whose bodies could not be recovered for burial. Almost one third of the names on the 

memorial are those of officers and men of the South African Native Labour Corps, who died when the troop transport 

Mendi sank in the Channel following a collision on 21 February 1917. Other vessels sunk with significant loss of life 

were: HS Anglia, a hospital ship sunk by mine off Dover on 17 November 1915. SS Citta Di Palermo, an Italian 

transport carrying Commonwealth troops, sunk by mine off Brindisi on 8 January 1916. In rescuing survivors, two 

Royal Naval Otranto drifters were themselves mined and blown up. HMTs Donegal and Warilda, ambulance 

transports torpedoed and sunk between Le Havre and Southampton on 17 April 1917 and 3 August 1918. HS 

Glenart Castle, a hospital ship torpedoed and sunk off Lundy on 26 February 1918. SS Galway Castle, torpedoed 

and sunk in the Atlantic on 12 September 1918. RMS Leinster, the Irish mail boat, torpedoed and sunk in the Irish 

Sea on 10 October 1918. Among those commemorated on the Hollybrook Memorial is Field Marshall Lord Kitchener, 

Secretary of State for War, who died when the battle cruiser HMS Hampshire was mined and sunk off Scapa Flow 

on 5 June 1916. 

The memorial was designed by T. Newham and unveiled by Sir William Robertson on 10 December 1930. 

There are approximately 162 Australian World War 1 Service Personnel commemorated on the Hollybrook Memorial, 

Southampton, Hampshire, England. 

(Information & photos from CWGC) 

 

Cross of Sacrifice 
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Name Panels behind Cross of Sacrifice 
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Photo of Private D. Sharp’s name on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s Hollybrook Memorial, 

Southampton, Hampshire, England. 

  

(Photo by julia&keld – Find a Grave) 
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CWGC Graves in Hollybrook Cemetery with Cross of Sacrifice & Hollybrook Memorial 

(Photo from CWGC) 


