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Gone But Not Forgotten 

His Loving Wife 

V. A. Tichbon 
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Edward Charles TICHBON 

Edward Charles Tichbon was born at Forrest Avenue, East Perth, Western Australia in 1891 to parents Thomas and 

Louisa Ellen Tichbon (nee Currie).   

Edward Charles Tichbon attended school at East Perth, Western Australia. 

The 1916 & 1917 Australian Electoral Rolls for the division of Perth, subdivision of East Perth, Western Australia 

listed Edward Charles Tichbon, Printer, 31 Wellington Street. 

 

Edward Tichbon stated he was a 23 year old, single, Machinist when he enlisted at Black Boy Hill, Western Australia 

on 31st October, 1916 with the Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His service number was 2902 & his religion was 

Church of England. His next of kin was listed as his father – Thomas Tichbon, 31 Wellington Street, East Perth, 

Western Australia. Edward Tichbon stated on his Attestation Papers that he had previously been rejected as unfit for 

His Majesty‟s Service due to defective vision. 

Private Edward Tichbon was posted to 92 Depot on 31st October, 1916 for recruit training. He was transferred to 6th 

Reinforcements of 39th Battalion on 2nd December, 1916. 

Private Edward Tichbon was written up on 8th December, 1916 while posted at Black Boy Hill – Absent without leave 

from Reveille on 8th December, 1916 till Tattoo on 9th December, 1916 – 2 days. He was fined 2/6 & forfeited 2 

days‟ pay. 

Private Edward Tichbon embarked from Fremantle, Western Australia on HMAT Persic (A34) on 29th December, 

1916 with the 39th Infantry Battalion, 6th Reinforcements & disembarked at Devonport, England on 3rd March, 1917.  

Reinforcements were only given basic training in Australia. Training was completed in training units in England. 

Some of these were located in the Salisbury Plain & surrounding areas in the county of Wiltshire. 

Private Edward Tichbon was marched out from Australian Details at Sutton Mandeville, Wiltshire on 21st March, 

1917 & in to No. 10 Training Battalion at Larkhill, Wiltshire the same day. 

Private Edward Tichbon was transferred to 67th Battalion at Windmill Hill on 28th April, 1917 from 10th Training 

Battalion. He was taken on strength of 67th Battalion from 39th Battalion at Windmill Hill on 28th April, 1917. 

Private Edward Tichbon was sent sick to Brigade Hospital at Windmill Hill on 23rd May, 1917. He was medically 

examined on 28th May, 1917 & his vision was found to be 6/36 for right vision & 1/60 for left vision. Lieutenant 

Campbell, Ophthalmic Surgeon, ordered glasses for Private Tichbon & would be issued within 10 days. He was fit for 

Garrison Duty as far as his eyes were concerned. From the facts of the history of the disability: “Under particulars on 

first page this man’s vision is entered as R.V. 6/12  L.V. 6/12. According to this man’s statement this entry must be 

absolutely incorrect as his L.V. is found to be only 1/60. Enquiry is suggested to find out how he was passed.” 

Private Edward Tichbon was marched in to No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs, Wiltshire on 2nd June, 1917. 

Private Edward Tichbon was marched out to A.P. at Tidworth, Wiltshire for duty on 13th June, 1917. 

Private Edward Tichbon was written up for an Offence on 18th August, 1917 – At Bulford on 18th August, 1917 – 

neglect of duty. This was admonished by Lt. Col. J. Williams. 

Private Edward Tichbon was detached from attached duty with Anzac Provisional Corps on 1st October, 1917 & was 

attached for duty at Administrative Headquarters, London on 1st October, 1917 from 67th Battalion ex Tidworth – 

Guard.  

Private Edward Tichbon was sent sick to Hospital in London on 25th October, 1917. He was admitted to 1st Auxiliary 

Hospital, Southall, London on 25th October, 1917 with Tonsillitis. He was discharged to duty – Headquarters Guard 

on 6th November, 1917 & rejoined Administrative Headquarters the same day from Hospital. 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2021 

Private Edward Tichbon was detached from duty with Administrative Headquarters on 4th December, 1917 & 

marched out to Hurdcott & 67th Battalion. He was marched in to No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott, Wiltshire on 4th 

December, 1917. 

Private Edward Tichbon was transferred back to 39th Battalion on 5th December, 1917. 

A Medical Report was completed on Private Edward Tichbon on 6th December, 1917 at No. 3 Command Depot, 

Hurdcott, Wiltshire. His disability was listed as Defective vision which had originated prior to enlisting. Private 

Tichbon was medically classified as C1 (permanently unfit for General Service but fit for Home Service) on 6th 

December, 1917 & again on 11th December, 1917. 

Private Edward Tichbon was admitted to 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital, Bulford, Wiltshire on 13th July, 1918 

with V.D. He was discharged to Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse, Wiltshire on 15th July, 1918. 

Private Edward Tichbon was marched out from Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse & in to No. 1 Command 

Depot at Sutton Veny, Wiltshire on 24th September, 1918. 

Edward Charles Tichbon, Soldier on Active Service, aged 25, married Violet Alice Purnell, aged 22, on 19th October, 

1918 at Christ Church, Mayfair, London, England.  

Private Edward Tichbon was marched out from No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny & marched in to No. 2 

Command Depot at Weymouth, Dorset on 2nd November, 1918. 

Private Edward Tichbon was sent sick to Hospital on 18th February, 1919. He was reported to be dangerously ill on 

20th February, 1919 at Monte Video Camp Hospital, Weymouth. 

 

Private Edward Tichbon died at 03.30 on 22nd February, 1919 at Monte Video Camp Hospital, Weymouth, Dorset, 

England from Nephritis. 

A death for Edward C. Tichbon, aged 24, was registered in the March quarter, 1919 in the district of Weymouth, 

Dorset, England. 
 

Private Edward Tichbon was buried on 25th February, 1919 in Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, 

England – Plot number II. C. 3042 and has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. From the burial 

report of Private Tichbon - Coffin was Elm with brass fittings.  Deceased was buried with full Military honors the coffin 

draped with the Australian flag being borne to the graveside in a Gun-carriage preceeded by a Firing party and band 

from No. 2 Australian Command Depot. Six of deceased’s late Unit comrades supported the Pall and a number of 

Officers, N.C.O.’s and men from the Depot attended as mourners. Headquarters, A.I.F. Depots in United Kingdom 

were represented at the funeral. 

 

Private Edward Tichbon was entitled to British War Medal only as he had not entered a Theatre of War. A Memorial 

Scroll & Memorial Plaque were also sent to Private Tichbon‟s widow – Mrs V. A. Tichbon, as the closest next-of-kin. 

(Scroll & Plaque issued in England in November, 1922). 

 

Mrs R. T. Tichbon, (previously Mrs V. A. Tichbon) of 185 Railway Rd, Subiaco, Western Australia, wrote to Base 

Records on 9th April, 1923 “I have made several inquiries at the Perth Drill Hall, about my late husband, Military 

Medals, Pte E. C. Tichbon, Reg No. 2902. I have been waiting six months for the Medals but I have not received 

them, could your Department kindly make enquiries as I would like to have the Medals.” 

 

[NOTE: Mrs Violet A. Tichbon, widow of the late Private Edward Tichbon, married Thomas Tichbon in Perth, Western Australia in 

1922. Robert Thomas Tichbon was the older brother (b. 1890) of Edward Charles Tichbon] 

 

Base Records replied to Mrs V. A. Tichborn on 19th April, 1923 to advise that “Australia House, Strand, London, to 

which office the British War Medal for your husband, the late No. 2902 Private E. TICHBON, 39th Battalion, was 

forwarded, has now been furnished with your address and requested to transmit the medal direct to you.” 
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The Official Secretary (Military), Australia House, Strand, London wrote to Base Records, Melbourne on 14th July, 

1923 to advise that the British War Medal issued in respect of the late No. 2902 Private E. Tichborn together with the 

Memorial Plaque No. 355513 had been forwarded direct to Mrs Tichbon as requested. 

 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Private Edward Tichbon – service number 2902, aged 25, of 39th 

Battalion, Australian Infantry. He was the son of Thomas and Louisa Tichbon, of East Perth, Western Australia; 

husband  of V. A. Tichbon, of 31 Wellington St., East Perth, Western Australia.  

 

E. Tichbon is remembered on the Western Australia State War Memorial which is located at the top of Kings Park 

and Botanic Garden escarpment, ANZAC Bluff, Fraser Avenue, Perth, Western Australia. The memorial was 

developed around an 18 metre tall obelisk as the principal feature, which is almost a replica of the Australian Imperial 

Force Memorials erected in France and Belgium. 

The heavy concrete foundations are supplemented by heavy brick walls which enclose an inner chamber or crypt. 

The walls surrounding the crypt are covered with The Roll of Honour; marble tablets which list under their units the 

names of more than 7,000 members of the services killed in action or as a result of World War One. 

 

Western Australia State War Memorial Cenotaph, Kings Park (above) 

& (below) The Crypt with the Roll of Honour names 

(Photos from Monument Australia – Kent Watson/Sandra Tattersall/Graeme Saunders) 
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Other Corps Panel (Photo courtesy of Gordon Stuart) 

 

 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2021 

Private E. C. Tichbon is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative Area 

at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 132. 

 

 

(81  pages of  Private Edward Tichbon‟s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National Archives of 

Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll) & National 

Archives 

 

 

Newspaper Notices 
 

DIED ON SERVICE 

TICHBON – On February 22, died of nephritis, at Monte Vides Hospital, Weymouth, Private Edward C. Tichbon, 

dearly beloved son of Mr and Mrs T. Tichbon of 31 Wellington-street, East Perth, second eldest son, and dearly 

beloved brother of Private R. T. Tichbon (on active service), also Maud, red., Elsie, Gladys, Eric. Loved by all who 

knew him. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 6 March, 1919) & (Western Mail, Perth, Western Australia – 14 March, 1919) 

 

 

BEREAVEMENT NOTICES 

Mr and Mrs T. Tichbon and family, of 31 Wellington-street, East Perth wish to sincerely THANK their many kind 

friends for letters and cards and personal expressions of sympathy in the sad loss of their dear son and brother, 

Private E. C. Tichbon. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 22 March, 1919) 
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THE ROLL OF HONOUR 

462ND CASUALTY LIST 

DIED OTHER CAUSES 

Tichbon, Edw. (East Perth), illness 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 9 April, 1919) 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Anzac Heroes 

TICHBON – In fond and loving memory of my dear husband Private E. C. Tichbon, 39th Battalion, who died at Monte 

Video Hospital, Weymouth, on February 22, 1919. 

 The sigh of grief still lingers, 

  In my sad heart to-day, 

 In memory of my dear husband, 

  Who sleeps so far away. 

Inserted by his loving wife. 

TICHBON – In fond and loving memory of our dear son and brother Private E. C. Tichbon, 39th Battalion, who died 

at Monte Video Hospital, Weymouth, on February 22, 1919. 

 Just one year ago to-day dear Edward 

 Since our great sorrow came, 

 In our hearts we mourn the loss 

 Of him we loved so well. 

 Just as your life was fairest, 

 White flowers were laid on your breast, 

 Just as your hopes were brightest, 

 Dear Edward, they laid your to rest. 

Inserted by his loving father and mother, sisters and brothers. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 23 February, 1920) 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Anzac Heroes 

TICHBON – In fond and ever loving memory of our dear son and brother, Private E. C. Tichbon, who died at 

Weymouth, England, on February 22, 1919. 

Days of sadness still come o‟er us, dear Edward, 

 Secret tears do often flow, 

But memory keeps our loved one near us, 

 Though he died two years ago. 

Inserted by his ever loving mother and father, sisters and brothers, 31 Wellington-street, East Perth. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 22 February, 1921) 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Anzac Heroes 

TICHBON – In ever fond and loving memory of our dear son and brother, Private E. C. Tichbon, who died at 

Weymouth, England. 

 „Tis just three years ago to-day, 

 Fond memories linger still, 

 Though others may forget you, dear Edward, 

 There are those who never will. 

Inserted by his loving mother, father, sisters and brothers, 31 Wellington-street, East Perth. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 22 February, 1922) 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Anzac Heroes 

TICHBON – In fond memory of our dear son and brother, Private E. C. Tichbon, 39th Battalion, who died at 

Weymouth, England, February 22, 1919. 

 He lies asleep in that far off land, 

 His grave we may never see; 

 Honoured in life and honoured in death, 

 And treasured in memory. 

Inserted by his loving mother, father, sisters, and brothers, 31 Wellington-street. 

TICHBON – In loving memory of my dear brother, Private Edward Charles, who died February 22, 1919, Weymouth, 

England. 

  Ever remembered. 

Inserted by his loving brother Robert. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 22 February, 1923) 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Anzac Heroes 

TICHBON – In ever fond memory of our dear son and brother, Private E. C. Tichbon, who died at Weymouth, 

England, February 22, 1919. 

 Five years have passed away dear Edward, 

  Since you were called to rest. 

 And those who think of you to-day, 

  Are those who loved you best. 

Inserted by his fond mother and father, sisters and brothers, 31 Wellington-street, East Perth. 

TICHBON – In loving memory of my dear brother, Private Edward C., who died February 22, 1919, Weymouth, 

England. 

  Ever remembered. 
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Inserted by his loving brother Robert. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 22 February, 1924) 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Anzac Heroes 

TICHBON – In sad but loving memory of our dear son and brother, Private E. C. Tichbon, who died at Weymouth, 

England, February 22, 1919. 

 May the winds blow softly 

  On a grave so far away, 

 When God gave His great command 

  Just six years ago to-day. 

(The West Australian, Perth, Western Australia – 21 February, 1925) 

 

 

**Newspaper notices were placed from 1926 up to 1942***** 

 

 

 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they 

wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with 

the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 ½ d 

(subject to fluctuation). 

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by 

the Australian Government.  

(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921) 

 

Private E. Tichbon does have a personal inscription on his headstone. 

Gone But Not Forgotten 

His Loving Wife V. A. Tichbon 
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Melcombe Regis Cemetery, Weymouth, Dorset, England 

Weymouth became a depot for Australian forces in 1916 and 83 of the 147 First World War burials in Melcome Regis 

Cemetery are of Australian servicemen; most of these graves are scattered in the old part. The 36 Second World 

War burials are in the extension. The cemetery also contains seven war graves of other nationalties and one non-

war burial. 

(Information from CWGC) 

 

Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919 

 

Identified, front row, left to right: unidentified; Butler; 5917 Private Edgar Allan Thornell, 22nd Battalion (Bn), died 9 

August 1918; 1207 Corporal Jesse Adams Davis, 12th Bn, died 15 November 1918.  

 

Back row: 5329 Private Frederick Albert Archer, Anzac Provost Company, died 6 November 1918; 5990 Private 

Albert Robert Blackmore, 12th Bn, died 2 November 1918; 11099 Driver Matthew Charles Percival Nettle, 6th 

Australian Field Artillery Brigade, died 22 October 1918; 3942 Private Walter Alick Weckman, 51st Bn, died 9 

November 1918. 
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Some of the Australian graves in the cemetery at Melcombe Regis. March 1919 

Identified, left to right: Captain Francis Arthur Deravin, Australian Army Medical Corps, died 8 July 1917 aged 41 

years (large headstone); 138 Private Louis Nelson Matthews, 27th Battalion, 4 July 1917; 5082 Private Victor 

George Smith, 21st Battalion, died 13 November 1918. 

 

(Photo courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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(Photos courtesy of Steve Stewart) 
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Photo of Private E. Tichbon‟s Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in Melcombe Regis Cemetery, 

Weymouth, Dorset, England. 

 

(Photo courtesy of Allan Wood) 

 

 


