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Arthur Bede WADDUPS 

Arthur Waddups  was born on 27th August, 1889 in Nyngan, NSW to parents Frederick Daniel & Ellen Waddups   

(nee Mackay). 

Arthur Bede Waddups married Alice Maude Luby in Sydney, NSW in September, 1908. 

A birth was registered in 1909 for Cecilia E. D. Waddups, daughter of Arthur & Alice Waddups.  Cecilia Waddups 

died on 24th November, 1909. 

From the NSW Police Gazette – 2 February, 1910: 

Deserting Wives and Families, Service, etc 

Sydney – A warrant has been issued by the Central Police Bench for the arrest of Arthur Waddups, charged with 

wife desertion. He is 23 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches high, slight build, dark complexion, clean shaved, one tooth 

missing from front upper jaw; usually dressed in a dark coat and vest, light trousers, and straw hat. Complainant, 

Alice Waddups, 27, Corben-street, Sydney, 

From the NSW Police Gazette – 6 April, 1910: 

Deserting Wives and Families, Service, etc 

Sydney – A warrant has been issued by the Central Police Bench for the arrest of Arthur Bede Waddups, charged 

with disobeying a magisterial order for the support of his wife (£3 due). He is 21 years of age, 5 feet 4 inches high, 

medium build, dark complexion, clean shaved; dressed in brown clothes and straw hat; a coach builder. 
 

Arthur Bede Waddups was sent to Darlinghurst Gaol on 10th May, 1912 & convicted of Wife desertion at Redfern 

P.C.. He was sentenced to 22/6 weekly and Sureties or 12 months imprisonment. Arthur Bede Waddups was 5 ft 5 

¼ inches tall with brown hair, blue eyes. He had a scar on the inside left forearm, his right wrist had been broken and 

he had a brown mole on his left cheek. 

       

Arthur Bede Waddups taken on 11th May, 1912  

(Photo from NSW Gaol Description and Entrance Books – Darlinghurst) 
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Arthur Bede Waddups was a 25 year old, married, Coachbuilder when he enlisted on 8th September, 1914 with the 

Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His service number was 2438 & his religion was Roman Catholic. His next of kin 

was listed as his mother – Mrs E. Waddups, of 178 Wattle Road, Pyrmont, Sydney, NSW.  Arthur Waddups stated 

on his Attestation Papers that he had been apprenticed to E. J. Pope, of Ultimo for 5 years. His last employer was G. 

H. Olding, Parramatta Road, Forest Lodge, Sydney, NSW where he had worked in Coach Building Trade (Body 

Maker) for 3 years. (Note – Surname was recorded as Waddup on the Embarkation Roll) 

[Note – some of the forms in the Service Record file have the surname as „Waddupp”, however the research listed 

below will use the correct spelling of “Waddups”.]  

Arthur Bede Waddups was posted to Divisional Ammunition Column as Wheeler Sergeant on 8th September, 1914 

for recruit training. 

Wheeler Sergeant Arthur Bede Waddup (name as per Embarkation Roll) embarked from Sydney, NSW on HMAT 

Argyllshire (A8) on 18th October, 1914 with the No. 1 Section Divisional Ammunition Column. 

Wheeler Sergeant Arthur Bede Waddups joined the M.E.F. (Mediterranean Expeditionary Force) on 30th April, 1915. 

Wheeler Sergeant Arthur Bede Waddups was reduced to the ranks by Field Court Martial held at Camp Cleopatra on 

1st June, 1915 for being absent without leave. 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was written up for a Crime on 21st June, 1915 – Breaking Camp at Camp Cleopatra. 

He was awarded 7 days F.P. (Field Punishment) No. 2. 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was written up for a Crime on 6th October, 1915 – Breaking out of Camp & 

Disobedience of Orders on 5th October, 1915 while posted at Camp Cleopatra, Alexandria. He was awarded 4 days 

F.P. (Field Punishment) No. 2. 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was sent to Hospital on 1st February, 1916 then transferred to Hospital at Cairo on 

2nd February, 1916 with Venereal Disease. He was discharged on 14th March, 1916 to Ghizeh. 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was transferred to 10th Field Artillery Brigade on 26th March, 1916. He was taken on 

strength of 10th F.A.B. at Tel–el–Kebir & posted to 38th Battery on 26th March, 1916. 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups proceeded to join B.E.F. from Alexandria on HMT Ivernia on 5th June, 1916. He 

disembarked at Marseilles, France on 12th June, 1916. 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was sent sick to 4th Australian Field Ambulance on 29th September, 1916 – cause 

N.Y.D. (not yet determined). He was transferred to 10th Casualty Clearing Station in Belgium on 30th September, 

1916 then transferred to 25th Ambulance Train the same day suffering from Influenza. Gunner Waddups was 

admitted to 8th Stationary Hospital at Wimereux on 30th September, 1916. He was discharged to Details at Etaples, 

France on 6th October, 1916. 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was admitted to 26th General Hospital at Etaples on 13th October, 1916 with Colic & 

discharged to Base on 22nd October, 1916. 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was admitted to 26th General Hospital on 12th November, 1916 with Influenza & 

discharged to No. 6 Convalescent Camp on 17th November, 1916. Gunner Waddups was medically classified as A 

(fit for Active Service) & discharged to Details Camp on 19th November, 1916. 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was transferred to 4th Divisional Ammunition Column & taken on strength on 24th 

November, 1916. 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was admitted to Field Ambulance on 27th November, 1916. He was transferred to 

21st Casualty Clearing Station on 28th November, 1916 with Debility then transferred to No. 7 Ambulance Train. 

Gunner Waddups was admitted to 3rd Stationary Hospital with Debility on 29th November, 1916 then transferred & 

admitted to 25th Stationary Hospital at Rouen, France on 5th December, 1916 with suspected Enteric. He was 

reported as seriously ill on 10th December, 1916. Gunner Waddups was transferred to 9th General Hospital at 

Rouen, France on 15th December, 1916. He was reported to have an abscess of the liver on 17th December, 1916. 
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Gunner Waddups embarked from Havre, France on 31st December, 1916 on Hospital Ship Valdivia suffering from 

Pleurisy effusion. 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was admitted to 3rd Western General Hospital, Cardiff, Wales on 1st January, 1917 

with Pleural Effusion. 

A Medical Report was completed on Wheeler Sergeant (rank as listed on Medical Report) Arthur Bede Waddups on 

24th January, 1917 at 3rd Western General Hospital, Cardiff, Wales. His disability was listed as amoebic abscess of 

Liver which had originated in May, 1915 at Lemnos. “1/1/17 Admitted to 3rd Western General Hospital Cardiff from 

France with a diagnosis of Pleurisy. On examination there was a lump at lower border of chest on rt side which was 

tender. It was diagnosed as amoebic lower abscess. There was no previous history of dysentery but patient had 

what he considered to be slight dysentery at Lemnos May 1915. Although he did not report sick with it he had Trench 

Fever in France Oct 1916 (Boulogne 8 days). Rejoined for duty Nov 22nd again sent to No. _ HP Rouen whence he 

was transferred to 3 W. G. Hosp.1/1/17.” Wheeler Sergeant Waddups disability was caused by amoeba of dysentery 

which was caused by active service. He was operated on for drainage of liver abscess. The Medical Board 

recommended that Wheeler Sergeant Waddups was unfit for War Service.  Home Service or Light Duty at Home. 

The Medical Officer at 3rd Western General Hospital, Cardiff completed Army Form D. 400A “Descriptive Return of a 

Soldier discharged on account of Disability” on 24th January, 1917. Arthur Bede Waddups’ intended address on 

discharge was listed as 331 Harris St, Pyrmont, Sydney, NSW.  His father’s name was recorded as Frederick; his 

mother’s name as Ellen; his wife’s maiden name in full was listed as Alice Luby & it was recorded they had married 

in September, 1909 in Sydney. (NSW BDM’s have the marriage registered in 1908). Arthur Bede Waddups’ rank on 

discharge was listed as Fitter. His place & date of birth was listed as Nyngan, NSW 27th August, 1890. (NSW BDM’s 

have the birth registered in 1889). 

 

Mrs E. Waddups, of 178 Wattle Road, Pyrmont, Sydney, mother of Fitter (rank as per notification) A. B. Waddups, 

was advised on 12th December, 1916 that her son was seriously ill with suspected Enteric. Mrs Waddups was 

advised on 1st January, 1917 that her son had been removed from the seriously ill list. She was advised on the 4th 

January, 1917 that his condition was listed as stationary. 

 

Mrs Alice Maud Waddups, of 63 Morris Street, Summer Hill, Sydney, NSW, wife of Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups, 

wrote to Base Records on 15th February, 1917 asking if Fitter Arthur Bede Waddups was returning to Australian in 

Macrh. “As I am his wife and he has left his mother next-of-kin I never get any news of his whereabouts. I am 

receiving £1-2-6 per week allotment pay from him, but have not heard from him sent [since] he embarked in October, 

1914. He has been ill with fever, & his mother said he was coming home. I would be very glad if you could furnish me 

with any particulars, if it is possible for you to do so.”  Base Records replied to Mrs A. M. Waddups stating that Fitter 

A. B. Waddups condition had been listed as “Seriously ill, suspected enteric. Removed from seriously ill list. 

Condition stationary.” Base Records advised that Fitter Waddups had enlisted as a married man and recorded his 

mother as next-of-kin but if she desired her name to be noted on his records her Marriage Lines would need to be 

forwarded to Base Record so that amendments could be made. Mrs A. M. Waddups forwarded her Marriage Lines 

on 28th February, 1917 to Base Records to have her name recorded as the next-of-kin. Base Records 

acknowledged the letter sent by Mrs A. M. Waddups & added her name to the records of Fitter A. B. Waddups, 10th 

Field Artillery Brigade as “stated to be wife.” 

Mrs A. M. Waddups, of 63 Morris Street, Summer Hill, Sydney, NSW, wife of Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups, was 

advised on 20th March, 1917 that Fitter A. B. Waddups, 4th Divisional Ammunition Column, was progressing 

favourably. 

Mrs E. Waddups, of 178 Wattle Road, Pyrmont, Sydney, mother of Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups, was advised on 

20th March, 1917 that Fitter A. B. Waddups, 4th Divisional Ammunition Column, was progressing favourably. 

 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups died on the afternoon of 1st April, 1917 at 3rd Western General Hospital, Cardiff, 

Wales from Pleural Effusion & Abscess of Liver. 

A death for Arthur B. Waddups, aged 27, was registered in the June quarter, 1917 in the district of Cardiff, 

Glamorganshire, Wales. 
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Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was buried on 5th April, 1917 in Cathays Cemetery, Cardiff, Wales – Plot number EB. 

44 and has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. From the burial report of Gunner Arthur Bede 

Waddups - Coffin was Army contract coffin.  A photograph of the funeral was taken by Mr Sargent, Photographer, 

Albany Rd., Cardiff; at Howard Gardens Hospital. 

 

The Red Cross Wounded & Missing file for Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups contains a request from the Red Cross on 

behalf of the relatives to obtain the any details concerning his last few hours and burial. Matron, of the 3rd Western 

General Hospital, Howard Gardens, Cardiff replied: “In reply to your letter of April 28th, Arthur Waddups was 

admitted to this Hospital on January 1st from France, suffering from liver abscess. He was very ill and the abscess 

had to be drained. He improved very much and seemed much better, then he had a relapse, and the abscess had to 

be opened again. He seemed to be doing well and was very bright and cheery. On April 1st I saw him in the morning, 

he was quite cheerful and seemed fairly well, later in the day he died. He was buried in the Cardiff Cemetery, and we 

had a photograph taken of the wreath which the patients sent, and of the funeral leaving the Hospital. If you think the 

Mother would like copies of the photographs we will send htme to you. I thought the Sister of the ward had written to 

his Mother but find she was unable to obtain the address. Several of the patients went to the funeral. Private 

Waddups was so long in the ward that everyone was greatly attached to him. He was buried in the soldiers‟ portion 

of the Cardiff Cemetery, number of grave E.B. 44.” 

 

A War Pension was granted to Alice Maud Waddups, 63 Morris St, Summer Hill, widow of the late Gunner Arthur 

Bede Waddups, in the sum of £2 per fortnight granted from 7th June, 1917. 

A War Pension was granted to Ellen Waddups, 298 Bulwarra Rd., Ultimo, NSW, mother of the late Gunner Arthur 

Bede Waddups, in the sum of 5/- per fortnight granted from 8th June, 1917. 

 

Alice Maud Waddups, of 63 Morris Street, Summer Hill, Sydney, NSW, widow Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups, wrote 

to Base Records on 12th April, 1917 requesting that her late husband’s personal belongings be returned to her. 

 

Mrs Ellen Waddups, 298 Bulwarra Road, Ultimo, mother of the late Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups, wrote to Base 

Records on 25th June, 1917 stating she was the next-of-kin of Wheeler Sergeant A. B. Waddups & she wished “to 

claim all his personal effects when they are returned to Australia will you kindly see that they are forwarded to the 

above address and oblige.” 

 

Mrs A. M. Waddups, Summer Hill, widow & Mrs E. Waddups, Ultimo, mother – of the late Gunner Arthur Bede 

Waddups, were advised separately on 16th August, 1917 that Gunner Waddups had died at 3rd Western General 

Hospital, Cardiff on 1st April, 1917 of Pleural Effusion, Abscess of Liver & was buried in Cardiff Cemetery on 5th 

April, 1917. 

 

Alice Maud Waddups, of 63 Morris Street, Summer Hill, Sydney, NSW, widow Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups, wrote 

to Base Records on 25th September, 1917 enquiring if her late husband’s personal belongings were to hand yet. 

Base Records replied on 1st October, 1917 that no personal effects had been received at their Office. 

 

Alice Maud Waddups, widow Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups, signed on 25th October, 1917 as receipt of 1 package 

of the effects of the late Sgt. (rank as listed) A. B. Waddups. 

Mrs Ellen Waddups, 298 Bulwarra Road, Ultimo, mother of the late Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups, wrote to Base 

Records on 27th November, 1917 stating it had been eight months since her son, the late No. 2438 Gunner A. B. 

Waddups had died & “I would be pleased to know if his personal belongings and pay book have yet arrived…” Base 

Records replied that a package of personal effects of her son had been despatched on 19th October, 1917 to his 

wife. The Pay book would in due course be returned to the District Paymaster, Victoria Barracks, Paddington, NSW, 

who would retain it as a record. 
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Alice Maud Waddups, of 63 Morris Street, Summer Hill, Sydney, NSW, widow Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups, wrote 

to Base Records on 18th December, 1917 asking for advice concerning the fact that her husband who had died from 

illness without making a Will & “as he left his mother next-of-kin, can she put in a claim for his deferred pay. I have 

letters sent back to me with his personal effects that he had received from his mother urging him to make a will In her 

favour so as to prevent me from getting his money. He was on active service over two years & for twelve months I 

received £1-8-0 per week & later my money was reduced to £1-2-6 per week until his death, will you let me know if 

she can make a claim for his pay…” 

Base Records contacted Mrs E. Waddups, of 298 Bullwara Road, Ultimo, in February, 1921 asking if there were any 

nearer blood relatives than herself in regards to her son, due to the “Deceased Soldiers Estates Act 1918” which 

stated that the War Medals & Mementoes of a deceased soldier were to be handed in the following order of 

relationship – Widow, eldest surviving son, eldest surviving daughter, father, mother, eldest surviving brother, eldest 

surviving sister etc.  

Base Records wrote to 2nd Military District on 15th May, 1922 requesting the names, addresses & relationship of the 

claimants for the War Gratuity in connection with the late Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups so that the war medals etc 

issuable of account of the soldier could be disposed of. The Gratuity Section, 2nd District Base  replied on 25th May, 

1922 stating that “… the War Gratuity due in respect of the services of the abovenamed deceased soldier was paid 

to his widow – Alice M. Waddups of 5 Smith St., Summer Hill, New South Wales. A claim received from his mother – 

Ellen Waddups of 298 Bulwarra Road, Ultimo, Sydney, NSW, - was rejected by the War Gratuity Board. There is no 

information contained in the records here to warrant the widow‟s clam for war medals etc., being ignored.” 

 

Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups was entitled to 1914/15 Star, British War Medal & the Victory Medal. A Memorial 

Scroll & Memorial Plaque were also sent to Gunner Waddsups’ widow – Mrs A. M. Waddups, as the closest next-of-

kin. (Scroll & Plaque sent January, 1923). A note, dated 14th July, 1922, in the Service Record file for Gunner Arthur 

Bede Waddups states that the Memorial Plaque was incorrectly spelt as Waddupps 

 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Gunner A. B. Waddups  – service number 2438, of  4th Div. 

Ammunition Col. Australian Field Artillery. No family details are listed.  

 

Gunner A. B. Waddups  is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative 

Area at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel  21. 
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A. B. Waddups is remembered on the Pyrmont and Ultimo War Memorial, located at Union Square, Harris Street, 

Pyrmont, Sydney, NSW. 

          

Pyrmont and Ultimo War Memorial (Photos from Register of War Memorials in NSW – David Roden) 
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(87 pages of  Gunner Arthur Bede Waddups’  Service records are available for On Line viewing at National Archives 

of Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll, Red Cross 

Wounded & Missing) & National Archives 

 

Newspaper Notices 
 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

WADDUPS – Died April 1, 1917, at 3rd Western General Hospital from illness, Wheeler-Sergeant A. B. Waddups, 

A.F.A. Inserted by Aunt Tess Young. 
 

WADDUPS - Died April 1, 1917, at 3rd Western General Hospital from illness, Wheeler-Sergeant A. B. Waddups, 

A.F.A., brother-in-law of Will and Lily Wittrien. 
 

WADDUPS - Died April 1, 1917, at 3rd Western General Hospital from illness, Wheeler-Sergeant A. B. Waddups, 

A.F.A., beloved husband of Alice Waddups, Summer Hill. A young life nobly ended. 
 

WADDUPS - Died April 1, 1917, at 3rd Western General Hospital from illness, Wheeler-Sergeant A. B. Waddups, 

A.F.A., son-in-law of Mrs Luby, and brother-in-law of the late Corporal Jim Luby and George Luby (on active service 

abroad). Inserted by Mrs Luby and family. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 14 April, 1917) 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

WADDUPS – Died April 1, 1917, at 3rd Western General Hospital from illness, Wheeler-Sergeant A. B. Waddups, 

A.F.A., of Pyrmont, dearly-loved son of Mr and Mrs F. D. Waddups, and brother of Roy Waddups, of Pyrmont. 

 Gone to his grave, his troubles are o’er, 

  He is free from all sorrow and pain; 

 The trials of life which he patiently bore, 

  Will never distress him again. 
 

WADDUPS – Died April 1, 1917, at 3rd Western General Hospital from illness, Wheeler-Sergeant A. B. Waddups, 

A.F.A., of Pyrmont, dearly-loved brother of Mrs T. Lloyd and Fred. Waddups Jun., and nephew of John and Thomas 

Mackey, of Pyrmont. 
 

WADDUPS – Died April 1, 1917, at 3rd Western General Hospital from illness, Wheeler-Sergeant A. B. Waddups, 

A.F.A., of Pyrmont, dearly-loved nephew of Mr and Mrs Hannemann, and cousin of Ernest Hannemann, of Pyrmont. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 21 April, 1917) 

 

ROLL OF HONOUR 

WADDUPS – Sergeant-wheeler A. Waddups, died of illness, April 1, 1917. Inserted as a tribute to his memory of his 

shopmates and employees of Olding’s coachworks. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 16 April, 1917) 
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RETURN THANKS 

Mr and Mrs WADDUPS, of Pyrmont, wish to THANK the many kind friends for manifestations of sympathy show to 

them in their recent sad bereavement. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 29 May, 1917) 

 

MEN WHO FELL 

DIED OF ILLNESS 

 

Sergeant A. B. WADDUPS – Mr and Mrs F. Waddups, of Bulwarrs Road, Pyrmont, have been officially advised that 

their son (Sergeant A. B. Waddups) has died of illness in France. He was one of the early ones to enlist, and had 

been on active service for two years and eight months. 

(The Daily Telegraph, Sydney, NSW – 23 June, 1917) 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

On Active Service 

WADDUPS – In loving memory of our dear son and brother, Wheeler Sgt. Arthur Bede Waddups, who died at 

Cardiff, Wales, while on active service, April 1, 1917. Inserted by his loving father and mother, brothers, Frederick 

and Roy and sister, Mrs Lloyd, of Pyrmont. R.I.P. 
 

WADDUPS - In loving memory of our dear nephew, Wheeler Sgt. Arthur Bede Waddups, who died April 1, 1917, 

while on active service at Cardiff, Wales. Inserted by his loving uncle and aunt, Mr and Mrs Hannemann, and 

cousins, Ernest and Doris, and uncle, John Mackey, of Pyrmont. R.I.P. 
 

WADDUPS – In fond memory of Sergeant A. B. Waddups, who died of illness in England, April 1, 1917. The loved 

brother-in-law, George (on active service) and late Corporal Jim Luby. Inserted by his mother-in-law and family. 
 

WADDUPS – In loving memory of our dear friend, Wheeler Sgt. Arthur Bede Waddups, who died at Cardiff, Wales, 

April 1, 1917, while on active service. Inserted by his loving friends, Mrs Reinhardt and daughters, Mary and Agnes, 

of Campsie.  R.I.P. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 1 April, 1918) 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

On Active Service 

WADDUPS – In loving memory of Sergeant A. B. Waddups, 2438, A.I.F., died April 1, 1917, of Illness in 3rd Western 

General Hospital, Cardiff, Wales, beloved son-in-law and brother-in-law of Mrs Luby and family. 

(The Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – 1 April, 1919) 
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Arthur B. Waddups is remembered on his mother’s headstone, located in Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney, NSW, 

Australia. Catholic Mortuary 2  Section 10, Row 23, Grave 1552. Mother - Ellen Waddups, buried 17 March, 1931. 

The inscription reads: “Sgt. My A.I.F. son. Died Cardiff, Wales.” 

 

Rookwood Catholic Cemetery & Crematorium (Photo by jlong – Find a Grave) 

 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2019 

 

Waddups Headstone in Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney, NSW  

(Photos courtesy of Gary & Irmgard Heap – taken June 2020) 
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they 

wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with 

the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 ½ d 

(subject to fluctuation). 

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by 

the Australian Government.  

(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921) 

A letter from Base Records, dated 26th August, 1921, to Mrs A. M. Waddups, of 63 Morris Street, Summer Hill, 

NSW, wife of the late Gunner Waddups, advised that a letter from the Defence Dept. concerning an inscription on 

the headstone of the late Gunner A. B. Waddups had not been answered & non-receipt of a reply within 21 days 

would have to be accepted as indicating that no further action was to be taken. 

 

Gunner A. B. Waddups does not have a personal inscription on his headstone. 

 

 

Cathays Cemetery, Cardiff, Wales 

During the 1939-1945 War, the city of Cardiff was one of the Royal Naval bases of the Western Approaches 

Command. It was severely damaged by enemy air attack during the early part of the 1939-1945 War and has been 

largely rebuilt. The cemetery, known locally as Cathays Cemetery was opened in 1859 and has been extended to 

cover over 100 acres. The cemetery contains war graves of both world wars. Just over a third of the 1914-1918 

burials are contained in a War Graves Plot in the portion of Section EB, this plot is on two converging roadways 

leading to the main entrance. The remainder of the graves are scattered in other parts of the cemetery. After the 

1914-1918 War, a Cross of Sacrifice was erected in front of the plot in the angle formed by the junction of the two 

roadways, the whole forming a triangular island site. The 1939-1945 War burials are scattered throughout the 

cemetery in more than 30 different sections. A number of them are airmen who came from the Royal Air Force 

stations at Cardiff and St. Athan. There are now nearly 500, 1914-1918 and over 200, 1939-1945 war casualties 

commemorated in this site. Some 40 French and Norwegian Foreign Nationals are also commemorated here. 

(Information & Photos from CWGC) 
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Entrance to Cathays Cemetery (Photo by Peter – Find a Grave) 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2019 

 

Map Of Cathays Cemetery, Cardiff showing Section EB – Roll of Honour 

(Courtesy of The Friends of Cathays Cemetery) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australian CWGC Headstone 

 

Private Headstone for Babbage 

 

RASC CWGC Headstone for Pilkington 
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The five Australian CWGC Headstones in Cathay’s Cemetery, Cardiff 

(left to right) Leipold, Olsen, Waddups (red arrow), McCleery & O’Connell 

(Photos courtesy of John Farnhill – The Friends of Cathay‟s Cemetery) 
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The five Australian CWGC Headstones in Cathay’s Cemetery, Cardiff 

(left to right) Leipold, Olsen, Waddups (red arrow), McCleery & O’Connell 

(Photos courtesy of John Farnhill – The Friends of Cathay‟s Cemetery) 
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Photo of Gunner A. B. Waddups’ Commonwealth War Grves Commission Headstone in Cathays Cemetery, Cardiff, 

Wales. 

  

(Photo courtesy of The Friends of Cathays Cemetery) 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



© Cathy Sedgwick  2019 

 

Cemetery Plan from CWGC 


