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Leighterton Church Cemetery, 

Leighterton, Gloucestershire, England 

War Graves 

 

 

Lest We Forget 

 

World War 1 

 

 

 

LIEUTENANT 

P. G. WALSH 

AUSTRALIAN FLYING CORPS 

30TH  SEPTEMBER, 1918   Age  22 
 

Rest In Peace 

His Duty Done 

R.I.P. 
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Patrick George WALSH 

Patrick George Walsh was born at Cunnamulla, Queensland on 9th June, 1896 to parents Richard & Mary Walsh 

(nee Costello). 

Patrick George Walsh attended Christian Brothers at Toowoomba & Toowoomba Grammar School, Queensland. 

 

Patrick George Walsh was a 19 year old, single, Bank Teller from Goodwood Street, Newtown, Toowoomba, 

Queensland when he enlisted on 15th October, 1915 with the Australian Imperial Force (A.I.F.). His service number 

was 5213 & his religion was Roman Catholic.  His next of kin was listed as his father – Mr R. Walsh, Newtown, 

Toowoomba, Queensland.  Patrick Walsh stated on his Attestation Papers that he had served for 4 years in C.M.F.  

(Citizen Military Forces) as a Private for 2 years; 2nd Lieutenant for 15 months & (Temporary) Lieutenant for 5 

months. 

As Patrick George Walsh was under the age of 21 years – his parents were required to sign their consent for their 

son to enlist in the Australian Imperial Force for active service abroad. R. Walsh & M. Walsh both signed their 

consent. 

Private Patrick George Walsh was posted to 7th Depot Battalion on 5th October, 1915 for recruit training. He was 

promoted to Corporal on 4th November, 1915 & then transferred to 16th Reinforcements of 9th Battalion on 16th 

January, 1916. Corporal Walsh was promoted to Sergeant on 9th March, 1916. 

Private George Patrick Walsh (rank & name as per Embarkation Roll. His rank should have been Sergeant) embarked from 

Sydney, New South Wales on HMAT Star of Victoria (A16) on 31st March, 1916 with the 9th Infantry Battalion, 16th 

Reinforcements & disembarked at Port Said on 5th May, 1916.   

Sergeant Patrick George Walsh was posted to 1st A.D.B.D. (Australian Divisional Base Depot). He was marched out 

from 1st A.D.B.D. at Etaples, France on 26th July, 1916 & was taken on strength of 9th Battalion in France on 29th 

July, 1916. Sergeant Walsh reverted to ranks on joining 9th Battalion on 29th July, 1916. 

Private Patrick George Walsh was promoted to Temporary Corporal from 1st August, 1916 while in France. His 

Temporary rank of Corporal was confirmed on 26th September, 1916. 

9th Battalion 

The 9th Battalion was among the first infantry units raised for the AIF during the First World War. It was the first 

battalion recruited in Queensland, and with the 10th, 11th and 12th Battalions it formed the 3rd Brigade…… 

In September 1916 the battalion was moved to Belgium where they served in and out of the front lines near Ypres. 

There, they were involved in training, trench repairs and maintenance as well as patrols and occasional raids. In 

early October 1916 they returned to the Somme just in time to spend the bitterly cold winter of 1916-1917 in the 

trenches….. 

(Extract of Battalion information from the Australian War Memorial) 

 

Corporal Patrick George Walsh was temporarily detached to School of Instruction, England from 2nd October, 1916. 

He joined No. 4 Officers’ Cadet Battalion at Oxford, England on 5th October, 1916. Cadet Walsh was posted to 

Supernumerary Establishment on 20th October, 1916 on joining Officers Cadet Battalion in England. 

Having been passed as qualified for Commission in Infantry Cadet Walsh was appointed to be 2/Lieutenant in A.I.F. 

& was posted to Infantry Reinforcements in England from 25th January, 1917 (A.I.F. List 144 of 23.2.17). 

2/Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was marched out to A.I.F. Headquarters in London from Cadet Battalion at 

Oxford & was granted furlough from 26th January, 1917. 

2/Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh proceeded overseas to France on 13th February, 1917. He was admitted to Base 

in France on 16th February, 1917 & was taken on strength of 25th Battalion in France on 21st February, 1917. 
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25th Battalion 

The 25th Battalion was raised at Enoggera in Queensland in March 1915 as part of the 7th Brigade. Although 

predominantly composed of men recruited in Queensland, the battalion also included a small contingent of men from 

Darwin…. 

(Extract of Battalion information from the Australian War Memorial) 

 

2/Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was transferred to 9th Battalion on 5th June, 1917 from 25th Battalion (A.I.F. List 

192). He was taken on strength of 9th Battalion on France from 6th June, 1917. 

2/Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was promoted to Lieutenant from 20th June, 1917 (A.I.F. List 197). 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was on Leave to UK from France from 3rd September, 1917. He rejoined 9th 

Battalion in Belgium on 21st September, 1917. 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh reported sick on 16th October, 1917. He was admitted to 3rd Australian Field 

Ambulance on 16th October, 1917 then transferred & admitted to 17th Casualty Clearing Station. Lieutenant Walsh 

was transferred to Ambulance Train on 17th October, 1917 & admitted to 14th General Hospital, Wimereux, France 

with Diarrhoea on the same day. 

A Medical Board Report was completed on 26th October, 1917 regarding Lieutenant P. G. Walsh. His disability was 

listed as Debility – “he is suffering from Debility following an attack of Diarrhoea of several weeks duration. The 

Board recommended 14 days sick leave to England”. 

 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was granted 14 days sick leave by S. M. Board on 27th October, 1917. He was 

admitted to No. 1 Moreton Gardens on 8th November, 1917 – cause “NYD” (Not yet determined). 

 

A Medical Board Report was completed on 8th November, 1917 regarding Lieutenant P. G. Walsh whose disability 

was listed as Dental trouble – “requires dental treatment urgently due to his inability to masticate hard food.” The 

Board stated he would be unfit for General Service for 2 weeks.  On 22nd November, 1917 the Board stated 

Lieutenant Walsh was fit for General Service. 

 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh rejoined 9th Battalion on 29th November, 1917. 

 
 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was accepted to the Australian Flying Corps on 19th December, 1917. 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was seconded for training with Australian Flying Corps (A.F.C.) & joined Royal 

Flying Corps (R.F.C.) in England on 4th January, 1918. He joined No. 1 R.F.C. School of Military Aeronautics at 

Reading on 4th January, 1918 to qualify for an appointment in A.F.C. as Flying Officer (Pilot). 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was marched in to Training Depot at Wendover on 26th February, 1918 from No. 1 

School of Military Aeronautics at Reading. He was marched out from A.F.C. (Australian Flying Corps Depot on 26th 

March, 1918 & was marched in to No. 8 Training Squadron at Leighterton, Gloucestershire, England on 27th March, 

1918. He underwent a Course of Instruction from 26th March, 1918 to 29th June, 1918 at No. 8 Training Squadron, 

Leighterton, Gloucestershire, England (dates as per “Confidential” Report from Commanding 1st Wing, Australian Flying 

Corps, Tetbury, 30th June, 1918.) 

On 5th April, 1918 Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh passed Wireless List. He passed Gunnery Test on 15th April, 

1918 & passed Vickers Gun Test on 28th May, 1918. Lieutenant Walsh passed Height test on 3rd June, 1918. He 

passed all Ground tests in Bombing on 20th June, 1918 & passed Gunnery Tests (Lewis No. 4 & 6) the same day. 

No. 8 Training Squadron 

No. 8 Squadron was an Australian flying training squadron of World War I. The squadron was formed in England in 

October 1917 as part of the Australian Flying Corps, and disbanded in April 1919. 

(Information from Wikipedia) 
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Leighterton, England. 

A view of one of the two Australian aerodromes used by No. 7 (Training) Squadron, Australian Flying Corps (AFC) 

and No. 8 (Training) Squadron, AFC, showing the old and new camouflaged type of hangars. 

 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was piloting a Sopwith Camel Serial number F1948 from Leighterton Aerodrome 

on 30th September, 1918 practising spin recovery techniques. The machine went into a spin & nosedived to earth. 
 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh died at 11.45am on 30th September, 1918 at Leighterton, Gloucestershire, 

England  as a result of an aeroplane accident. E. Russell, cousin, of 18 Montrell St, Streatham Hill, London, England, 

& Lieutenant Walsh’s father in Toowoomba, Queensland, Australia, were advised of the death of Lieutenant Patrick 

George Walsh. 

War Diary - No. 8 Training Squadron 

Leighteron – 30th September, 1918: 

At 11.45 am Lieut  P. G Walsh crashed in a Camel from a height of 1000 feet and was instantly killed. He was seen 

to get into a left hand engine spin from which he was apparently unable to recover his machine….. 

(Extract of War Diary from the Australian War Memorial) 

 

A Court of Enquiry was held at Leighterton Aerodrome on 30th September, 1918 for the purpose of enquiring into the 

circumstances connected with the accident on 30th September at Leighterton Aerodrome involving Lieutenant 

Patrick George Walsh. No. 8 Training Squadron, Australian Flying Corps. 
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Report of Commanding Officer – Court of Enquiry: 

 

“This accident was due to the machine getting into an engine spin after coming out of a steep dive at the target. I 

consider that the machine was pulled out of a dive with left rudder on, and immediately went into a spin. The 

machine was completely wrecked and the Pilot killed instantly. The Pilot being on duty at the time, was in no way to 

blame.” 

 

 
A bad crash at Leighterton Aerodrome, in which the pilot  

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was killed on 30 September 1918. 

 

A death for Patrick G. Walsh, aged 22, was registered in the December quarter, 1918 in the district of Tetbury, 

Gloucestershire, England.        

 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was buried on 3rd October, 1918 in Leighterton Church Cemetery, Leighterton, 

Gloucestershire, England   and now has a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. From the burial 

report of Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh - Coffin was good, polished Elm.  The deceased officer was accorded a 

Military funeral, Bugler and Bearers being in attendance. The coffin was draped with the Union Jack, and 

surmounted by several beautiful wreaths, sent from comrades of the 8th Training Squadron, and Lieutenant Mellish. 

The burial service was conducted at the graveside by the Rev: Father K. D. Norman, and the “Last Post” sounded. 

The grave will be turfed, and an oak cross erected by the A.I.F. London. Administrative Headquarters, A.I.F. London 

were represented at the funeral. 

Names and Addresses of Relatives or Friend present at Funeral – Misses Russell, De Mellish, Mrs Lowlsey Williams, 

Col. O’Brien and Mrs Russell. 
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Report of Accident to a Flying Officer: 
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The Public Curator’s Office, Brisbane, Queensland wrote to Base Records on 26th October, 1918 requesting a 

Certificate of Death of Patrick George Walsh who died on 30th September, 1918 at “Leichterton Aerodrome, 

England”. 

A formal acknowledgement was sent by Base Records on 6th November, 1918. 

The Public Curator’s Office, Brisbane, Queensland wrote to Base Records again on 4th March, 1919 requesting a 

further Certificate of Death for the late Lieutenant P. G. Walsh. 

 

The National Mutual Life Association of Australia Limited, Brisbane, wrote to Base Records on 6th February, 1919 

requesting information for identification purposes (Place of birth, Age, Height, Next of Kin) for the late Lieutenant 

Patrick George Walsh.  

Base Records replied to The National Mutual Life Association on 13th March, 1919, enclosing a certificate of report 

of death of the late Lieutenant P. G. Walsh, Australian Flying Corps. 

 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh was entitled to British War Medal & the Victory Medal. A Memorial Scroll & 

Memorial Plaque were also sent to Lieutenant Walsh’s father – Mr R. Walsh, as the closest next-of-kin. (Scroll sent 

December, 1921 & Plaque sent December, 1922). 

 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission lists Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh, aged 22, of Australian Flying 

Corps. He was the son of Richard & Mary Walsh, of Toowoomba, Queensland. 

 

Lieutenant P. G. Walsh is commemorated on the Roll of Honour, located in the Hall of Memory Commemorative 

Area at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, Australia on Panel 187. 
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P. G. Walsh is remembered on the Toowoomba World War 1 Honour Roll, located in the Old Hall at Toowoomba 

Grammar School, 24 Margaret Street, East Toowoomba, Queensland. He is also remembered on the Toowoomba 

Grammar School WW1 Fallen but as “G. W. Walsh 30.IX.18” 

 

 

Toowoomba Grammar School World War 1 Honour Roll (Photos from VWMA) 
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Toowoomba Grammar School WW1 Fallen 
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P. G. Walsh is remembered on the Toowoomba Roll of Honour, located in Toowoomba RSL Club, 549 Ruthven 

Street, Toowoomba, Queensland. 

 

Toowoomba Roll of Honour (Photo from Monument Australia) 

 

P. G. Walsh is remembered on the Toowoomba Mothers’ Memorial, located in East Creek Park, Margaret Street, 

East Toowoomba, Queensland. 

     

Toowoomba Mothers’ Memorial (Photos from Monument Australia) 
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Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh is remembered by the Aviation Museum, Western Australia. 

 

 

 

Patrick George Walsh is remembered on the List of Australian Flying Corps Personnel buried at Leighterton, which is 

located in St. Andrews Church, Leighterton. 

 

The Roll of Honour for the Australian Flying Corps Personnel buried at Leighterton in St. Andrews Church. 

(Photo courtesy of Kathryn’s History Blog) 
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(120 pages of Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh’s Service records are available for On Line viewing at National 

Archives of Australia website). 

Information obtained from the CWGC, Australian War Memorial (Roll of Honour, First World War Embarkation Roll) & National 

Archives 

 

 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh  

Lithographic copy of a studio portrait of Lieutenant (Lt) Patrick George Walsh, Australian Flying Corps (AFC), of 

Toowoomba, Qld. Lt Walsh enlisted in the 9th Battalion, AIF, as 5213 Private (Pte) Walsh on 5 October 1915 and 

embarked from Sydney aboard HMAT Star of Victoria on 31 March 1916, before transferring to the AFC. He died of 

accidental injuries on 30 September 1918, In England, aged 22. 
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Newspaper Notices 

 

PERSONAL 

Another young townsman has sacrificed a good position to join the ranks of our heroes at the Dardanelles in the 

person of Lieut. P. G. Walsh, son of Mr and Mrs R. Walsh, “Goodwood”, and of the firm of Messrs Walsh and Co., 

agricultural seedmen. Lieut. Walsh resigned his position as teller in the Back of North Queensland and visited his 

home yesterday prior to proceeding to the officers school of instruction at the military camp at Enoggera to-day. 

(Darling Downs Gazette, Queensland – 1 September, 1915) 

 

 

HONOURING THE BRAVE 

REMARKS BY THE MAYOR 

POSSIBILITY OF AN EARLY PEACE 

Prior to the commencement of business at the City Council meeting yesterday the Mayor (Dr. T.D. Price) said he 

would like to say how rejoiced they all were at the news received that morning of the capitulation of Australia. It 

would be a relief, particularly to those women and children whose husbands and fathers were at the front. He 

thought, as they hoped, that peace would be proclaimed, before the next meeting, that it would be fitting if he read 

out the list of names of those who had laid down their lives since the last list was read. Aldermen then rose while the 

Mayor read the following list — 925, W. C. Vercoe, died of wounds 2nd September , 1918. Lieutenant Leslie 

Buchannan, died 5th September 1918. 497, E.A.E. Stevens, died of wounds 24th August, 1918. 37, Herbert 

Hampson, killed in action 25th August, 1918. 3590, L.E. Pearson, killed in action 1st September, 1918. 3635, G. H. 

Maag, died of wounds 1st September, 1918 5935, Arthur White killed in action 2nd September, 1918. 0297, Sidney 

Farquharson, died of wounds 2nd September, 1918. 4759, A. V. Creighton, died of wounds 18th September 1918. 

6997, Alexander Jackson, Killed in action 19th September, 1918. Lieutenant P. G. Walsh, died flight accident 

30th September, 1918. 4248, S. J. Townson, killed in action 18th September 1918, 4181, G. A. Woodman, died of 

wounds 29th September, 1918. 2872 Joseph Gratton drowned “S .S. Leinster,” 10th October, 1918. 1207, Stanley 

Greenbury, killed in action 2nd October, 1918. Lieutenant F.P. Laracy, missing (believed drowned, "S.S. Leinster") 

10th October, 1918. 388, Harold Sinclair, died 15th October, 1918.  

The Mayor said they offered their sympathy to the relations of those brave men and trusted that their work for peace 

would soon be consummated and they would be able to rejoice in a satisfactory peace.   

(Darling Downs Gazette, Queensland – 5 November, 1918) 

 

 

Roll of Honor 

CASUALTY LIST No. 442 

DIED, OTHER CAUSES 

Lieutenant Patrick George Walsh, Toowoomba (result of accident) 

(The Northern Miner, Charters Towers, Queensland – 20 November, 1918) 
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstones 

The Defence Department, in 1920/21, contacted the next of kin of the deceased World War 1 soldiers to see if they 

wanted to include a personal inscription on the permanent headstone. Space was reserved for 66 letters only (with 

the space between any two words to be counted as an additional letter) & the rate per letter was around 3 ½ d 

(subject to fluctuation). 

The expense in connection for the erection of permanent headstones over the graves of fallen soldiers was borne by 

the Australian Government.  

(Information obtained from letters sent to next of kin in 1921) 

Lieutenant P. G. Walsh does have a personal inscription on his headstone. 

Rest In Peace 

His Duty Done 

R.I.P. 

 

The 1st Military District, Australian Military Forces, Brisbane wrote to Base Records on 4th April, 1922 with the 

following: “Appended hereto is an extract of letter received from Mr R. Walsh, “Goodwood” Goodwood Street, 

Newtown, Toowoomba, Queensland in connection with the grave of Lieut P. G. Walsh, Australian Flying Corps, for 

your attention and reply direct to write, please:- “Our Boy was buried in England (Leighterton) are any headstones or 

other attention given to the graves”. 

Base Records replied to Mr Walsh on 12th April, 1922 advising him that “..I have to inform you that a permanent 

headstone will be erected over the grave of your son, the late Lieutenant P. G. Walsh, Australian Flying Corps, in the 

Leighterton Cemetery. On the memorial will be inscribed the late Officer’s name, regiment particulars, date of death 

and the inscription furnished by you in 1920. The work is under the direction of the Imperial War Graves Commission 

who give every care and attention to the graves of our fallen soldiers.” 

 

Leighterton Church Cemetery, Leighterton, Gloucestershire, England 

The cemetery is 500 metres north-east of Leighterton St. Andrew's Church. There is a war graves plot of 23 1914-18 

graves in the North-east part. 

During the 1914-18 war, there were a number of Australian Flying Corps training squadrons based in the vicinity of 

Leighterton. This cemetery contains the graves of 23 airmen who died whilst serving with these squadrons. 

(Information from CWGC) 
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The original graves of three Australian Flying Corps (AFC) officers at Leighterton cemetery, England.  

Left to right: Second Lieutenant Roy Lytton Cummings, No 5 (Training) Squadron, AFC, of Franklin, Tas; 747 

Corporal Cadet (Cpl Cadet) Ernest Howard Jeffreys, No 6 (Training ) Squadron, AFC, of Hornsby, NSW; and 

Lieutenant (Lt) Charles William Scott, 58th Battalion attached AFC, of Ascot Vale, Vic. All three officers were killed in 

a flying accident at Minchinhampton aerodrome on 28 August 1918. At 7.25 am on the morning of 28 August, Flying 

Instructor Cummings and his pupil, Lt Scott, were flying above the aerodrome when a pupil from another squadron 

flying by himself, Cpl Cadet Jefferys (who had been ordered to practise turns), collided with Cummings' aircraft at a 

height of 1,500 feet. Both machines crashed to earth, killing all three occupants instantly. Following an inquest into 

the incident, a verdict of accidental death was reached in the cases of all three AFC officers. 

 

Leighterton Church Cemetery (Photo by John Grech) 
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Leighterton Church Cemetery (Photos by James Minty) 
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War Graves in Leighterton Church Cemetery (Photo from Find a Grave – Paul Best) 
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Memorial to the Australian Flying Corps Fallen in Leighterton Church Cemetery  

& also A.M 2nd Class Stronach in St. Mary’s Churchyard, Lasborough, Gloucestershire 

 (Photo by James Minty) 
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Plaque Commemorating the 90th Anniversary of the Departure of the Australian Flying Corps  

from the County of Gloucestershire 

(Photo by James Minty) 
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Photo of Lieutenant P. G. Walsh’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission Headstone in Leighterton Church 

Cemetery, Leighterton, Gloucestershire, England. 

 

(Photo by James Minty) 


